Sunday, July 19, 2026
Lectionary 16, Year A

Prayer of the Day

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your
Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Semicontinuous First Reading: Genesis 27:1-40

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called his elder son Esau and said to him, “My son,”
and he answered, “Here  am.” He said, “See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. Now then, take your weapons,
your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field, and hunt game for me. Then prepare for me savory food, such as I like,
and bring it to me to eat, so that I may bless you before I die.” Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son
Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game for his father, ¢ Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father
say to your brother Esau, ‘Bring me game, and prepare for me savory food to eat, that [ may bless you before the LORD
before I die.” Now therefore, my son, obey my word as | command you. Go to the flock, and get me two choice kids, so
that I may prepare from them savory food for your father, such as he likes, and you shall take it to your father to eat, so
that he may bless you before he dies.” But Jacob said to his mother Rebekah, “Look, my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I
am a man of smooth skin. Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking him and bring a curse on myself
and not a blessing.” His mother said to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my word, and go, get them for
me.” So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and his mother prepared savory food, such as his father
loved. Then Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on
her younger son Jacob, and she put the skins of the kids on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. Then she
handed the savory food and the bread that she had prepared to her son Jacob. So he went in to his father and said, “My
father,” and he said, “Here [ am; who are you, my son?” Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as
you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you may bless me.” But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have
found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “Because the LORD your God granted me success.” Then Isaac said to Jacob,
“Come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not.” So Jacob went up to his
father Isaac, who felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” He did not recognize
him because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands, so he blessed him. He said, “Are you really my son
Esau?” He answered, “I am.” Then he said, “Bring it to me, that I may eat of my son’s game and bless you.” So he brought it
to him, and he ate, and he brought him wine, and he drank. Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my
son.” So he came near and kissed him, and he smelled the smell of his garments and blessed him and said, “Ah, the smell
of my son is like the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed. May God give you of the dew of heaven and of the fatness
of the earth and plenty of grain and wine. Let peoples serve you and nations bow down to you. Be lord over your
brothers, and may your mother’s sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be everyone
who blesses you!” As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of
his father Isaac, his brother Esau came in from his hunting. He also prepared savory food and brought it to his father. And
he said to his father, “Let my father sit up and eat of his son’s game, so that you may bless me.” His father Isaac said to
him, “Who are you?” He answered, “I am your firstborn son, Esau.” Then Isaac trembled violently and said, “Who was it
then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all before you came, and I have blessed him?—yes, and blessed
he shall be!” When Esau heard his father’s words, he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his
father, “Bless me, me also, father!” But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully, and he has taken away your blessing.”
Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away my birthright, and
look, now he has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” Isaac answered
Esau, “I have already made him your lord, and I have given him all his brothers as servants, and with grain and wine I
have sustained him. What then can [ do for you, my son?” Esau said to his father, “Have you only one blessing, father?
Bless me, me also, father!” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. Then his father Isaac answered him: See, away from the
fatness of the earth shall your home be and away from the dew of heaven on high. By your sword you shall live, and you
shall serve your brother, but when you break loose, you shall break his yoke from your neck.”

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God



Semicontinuous Psalm: Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 You have searched me out and known me.

LoRD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you make the grave my bed, you are there also.
have known me. If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in
You know my sitting down and my rising the uttermost parts of the sea,
up; you discern my thoughts from afar. even there your hand will lead me and
You trace my journeys and my resting places your right hand hold me fast.
and are acquainted with all my ways. If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me,
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but and the light around me turn to night,”
you, O Lorp, know it altogether. darkness is not dark to you; the night is as
You encompass me, behind and before, and bright as the day; darkness and light to you
lay your hand upon me. are both alike.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it Search me out, O God, and know my heart; try
is so high that I cannot attain to it. me and know my restless thoughts.
Where can I go then from your Spirit? Where Look well whether there be any
can | flee from your presence? wickedness in me and lead me in the way that
IfI climb up to heaven, you are there; if I is everlasting.

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-17

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s
children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from
bondage to death and decay.

So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For
all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers
and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field, but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where,
then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do
you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time [ will tell the
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you oh Christ



