Sunday, April 19, 2026
Third Sunday of Easter, Year A

Prayer of the Day

O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of
our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lorp. Look to the rock from which you
were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who
bore you, for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the Lorp will
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like
the garden of the Lorp; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to
me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a
light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my arms will
rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath, for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a
garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats, but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance
will never be ended.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 104 Those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.

[ am awestruck, Holy One at this beautiful and
boundless universe—cultivated over eons with
love and care.

Your creative intent envelopes the world

like a cloak. I see it shining in the heavens,
hear it whispering in the winds, feel it
crackling in the fire.

tent, you make the clouds your chariot, you
ride on the waves of the wind.

You make the winds your messengers, fire and
flame your ministers. You paint the earth with
your holy spirit, each stroke and color with
purpose, place and song.

You put a restlessness in our hearts that

For you energized the dust of the universe—
the galaxies, the stars, the planets, right down to
this jewel of an earth.

You are wrapped in light as with a garment.

You stretch out the heavens like a

leads us to seek you always. Therefore, I will
sing your songs all my days and care for all
you have created and keep my heart ever
open to your Love.



Second Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The
center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ.

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], “Therefore let the entire
house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you
crucified” Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that
day about three thousand persons were added.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us.
Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread.

Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a
village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went
with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing
with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have
taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that
he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and
when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of
angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as
the women had said, but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which
they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with
us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not
our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures
to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to
Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the
breaking of the bread.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you oh Christ
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