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Follow-up to Creation Festival   

 

What a wonderful week we had!  Fifteen of our 

youth and their friends, plus Pastor and Joyce, 

loved everything about the week (except for the 

nearly constant rain and mud!)  The worship, speakers, musicians, 

fireworks, and the times we spent in each other’s company made 

it all worthwhile.  Thank you for your prayers and for your 

financial support through our fundraisers.   

 

 

 

 

Lutheran Day at July 29, 2015 

 

All are invited to attend this fun day sponsored by the 

Southwestern PA Synod of the ELCA.  Tickets to ride all day are 

only $22, a great savings over the normal price of $41.99!  See the 

poster on the youth table and if you are interested in purchasing 

tickets, email Amy Santoriello at deaconamy@zionpennhills.org.  

If that day is not good for you, tickets are also valid for one time 

visits on June 29 or July 13.  Please submit your order by July 19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  ELCA Youth Gathering 

 

In a little over a week our youth will be on their 

way to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit!  We 

have been busy raising funds and preparing ourselves for what we 

will encounter there.  We have learned that: 

• In July 2013, Detroit became the first major American city 

to declare Chapter 9 bankruptcy. 

• Since the GI Bill was passed in 1944, structural racism has 

caused communities and businesses to leave the 

downtown area and settle in the suburbs, leaving poor 

residents to exist in a desolate downtown. 

• St. Mark offers us a new way to see the world.  When we 

understand Jesus as the Son of God who came to suffer 

and that discipleship is the process of learning how to 

follow Jesus into the world’s suffering, then we begin to 

see God working in our world in new ways.  This way of 

seeing God at work is called the Theology of the Cross. 

• Detroit has experienced brokenness, oppression and 

marginalization at levels many people cannot imagine.  It 

will be important for us to see this brokenness for what it 

is.  Not a sign of Detroit’s unfaithfulness but a result of evil 

and sin—racism, classism, corruption, etc.  Not as a sign of 

God’s absence from Detroit, but the very place in which 

God shows up and brings life out of death. 

 

Your generous donations through our 144 Envelope Campaign, 

the Scrips Card program, and all the other various fundraisers 

we’ve held throughout the years, have put us in very good 

financial status.  We should be able to meet our budgeted needs, 

but if you would still like to become one of our “Official 

Sponsors,” please visit the 144 Envelopes Campaign table in the 

narthex, choose your desired donation, and deposit your check 

and completed form in the box.  We thank God for your continued 

prayers and support!!  


