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Everyone is welcome at 

Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran 
 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join 

in the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers 

and non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, 

ethnic or linguistic heritage, employment status, housing status, substance 

dependence, marital status, physical or mental abilities, race, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or any other distinction. As we are all one in God’s eyes, we 

encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of this 

congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as 

we understand it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves 

have received from the Creator of us all. 
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PHLC Mission Statement 

Perry Highway Lutheran Church in 
Wexford, Pennsylvania is a 
dynamic Christian community 
called by God to serve and 
welcome both believers and 
seekers into faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
We are called to nurture Gospel-
centered growth for all individuals 
providing them with a faith that 
works in real life.  We gather 
regularly to celebrate and be 
renewed by God’s gifts of Word 
and Sacrament.   
 
We commit ourselves to a life or 
prayer and praise, worship and 
outreach, teaching and learning, 
loving God and one another all in 
preparation for service in the 
world in Jesus’ name. 

Message from Pastor 
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, 

7
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as 

you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.      Colossians 2:6-7 
                                                             
As the fall is upon us and our lives get jolted back into some kind of 
routine I want to remind you that We Can Make a Difference!  As 
Christians we have the power to make a real difference in the world in 
which we are living. We live in a world that is sometimes frightening 
and overwhelming.  Yet, when we strive to live our faith daily, changing 
our world comes naturally.  
 
As the fall is upon us, and the holidays will be here before we know it, I 
urge you to focus your thoughts on how you can reach out to others 
with the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.  This certainly can be 
done in many ways, may I suggest a few: through Worship, through 
reading and studying the Bible, through praying, through caring, and 
through sharing your faith.  
 
Throughout this edition of the Newsletter you will find helpful ways to 
engage in these practices. Remember, the Gospel, the GOOD NEWS  
will be shared every week here at PHLC.   Take the time to worship, to 
the study the Scriptures, to pray for others, to share your faith and to 
invite others to participate in the love and fellowship found at Perry 
Highway Lutheran.   
 
YOU can make a difference and YOU can change the world! 
 
In Christ, 

Pastor Dennis Ferguson 
 



   

Music Ministry News 
There is a venerable saying that to sing once is to pray twice. From the first note of the Prelude to the 
final chord of the Postlude, the Eucharistic Liturgy is a prayer in song. Music adds a fathomless beauty to 
our liturgy as we lift our hearts and minds to God in worship.  We welcome to our staff Kyle Davies and 
give thanks to God for his ministry of music.  The following is from Kyle: 

The music department is in full swing as we enter the fall season.  The Praise Team, Adult Choir, and 
Children’s Choir will be participating in worship, and we welcome new members to each group.  I feel 
blessed to be serving as Director of Music Ministries, and am looking forward to praising and serving our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ together this fall.   

Chancel Choir  
(Grades 7-12 & Adult) 

The Chancel Choir is comprised of dedicated parishioners and alternates singing at the 8:30 and 11:00 
morning liturgies September through May. The choir also sings for special liturgies throughout the Church 
Year including Thanksgiving Eve, Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, Holy Week, and Easter. The choir 
rehearses on Wednesday evenings in the church from 7:00-8:30 and is always in need of more dedicated 
individuals to join. Vocal training and ability to read music are ideal but not necessary. If you like to sing, 
come and join your voice with ours! 

Children's Choir 
We will be announcing the Children’s Choir rehearsal schedule soon.   
 

Praise Team 
(Grades 9-12 & Adult) 

The newest rehearsal added to our music department is for the Praise Team.  The praise team rehearses 
as needed, with typical rehearsals taking place on Sunday mornings at 10:30am in the sanctuary.  We 
pray that you consider joining this ministry opportunity.  The Praise Team will lead music in the 11:00am 
service and we are welcoming all who would like to serve.  If you would like to play or sing regularly or 
occasionally, please join us for rehearsal. 
 

Special Music - Soloists and Instrumentalists 
(Grades 6-12 & Adult) 

Please also consider serving for special music during an 8:30am or 11:00am service.  Please contact me if 
you would like to prepare a music selection or selections for the Prelude, Offering, Special Music, or 
Communion.   

Cantors 
(Grades 9-12 & Adult) 

Cantors are leaders of song for our liturgies and sing as often as they are available. Rehearsals are 
scheduled as necessary. Individual preparation is expected and vocal experience is required. Participation 
in the Chancel Choir is a prerequisite for this ministry in order to gain experience and familiarity with the 
Lutheran Liturgy. 

 

During my time here so far, I have sensed that Perry Highway Lutheran Church is abundantly blessed 
with people who are serving and are willing to serve in music ministry together.  It is great to be part of 
a family of God who has both a willingness and eagerness for music ministry. 
Blessings,  
Kyle Davies 
  

Worship & Music Ministry News 



 

 
   Thanksgiving Eve  

Candlelight Service of Evening Prayer 
Wednesday November 23, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Begin the holiday season by taking time to thank God for His blessings 
   showered upon us. Join us for this beautiful service filled with special 
 music,  Word and song.  Bring your visiting family, neighbors and 
 friends. 
            

   
 Children’s Christmas Pageant News 
As is our tradition, once again this year, we would like to present a children’s Christmas Pageant to the 
congregation.   The Christmas Pageant will be presented at the Congregational Christmas Party on Sunday, 
December 11th as well as the 11:00 am service on December 18th.  Watch for information coming soon!  
 

 

Looking Ahead: Advent and Christmas at Perry Highway Lutheran 
For millions of Christians around the world, Christmas is more than just a one-day holiday - it's a whole season! 
Beginning four Sundays before Christmas Day, the Season of Advent provides a special time of preparation for the 
celebration of Christ's birth. On each Sunday, we light the Advent Wreath with its four candles of Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love. Then comes Christmas Eve when that special moment finally arrives and the Savior's birth takes center stage. 
Beautiful candlelighting services, pageants, carols and other special expressions of worship are experienced in churches 
around the globe. Even then, the season of Christmas is not yet over! It continues for twelve more days to the feast of 
Epiphany which is the celebration commemorating the arrival of the Magi to worship the Christ child. Epiphany means 
"manifestation" and signifies that God's love is made manifest in the worship of the Wise Men from the East as a love for 
the entire world, not just a small part of it. 
 
Many wonderful activities, services and events are offered at Perry Highway Lutheran Church during this special time of 
year.  Join us and invite your family and friends for worship and other activities as we prepare and worship the Christ child. 

   The First Sunday in Advent, November 27
th

   
   Mid-week Advent Service – November 30

th
 @ 11:00 AM 

   The Second Sunday in Advent, December 4
th

  
   Mid-week Advent Service - December 7

th
 @ 11:00 AM 

   Evening Prayer at St. Alphonsus – December 9
th

 @ 7:30 PM 
   The Third Sunday in Advent, December 11

th
 

Congregation's Annual Christmas Party, Dec. 11
th

  
   Mid-week Advent Service - December 14

th
 @ 11:00 AM 

   The Forth Sunday in Advent, December 18
th

    
   Mid-week Advent Service - December 21

st
 @ 11:00 AM 

   Christmas Eve Candle lighting Services, Dec. 24
th

, 5:00 & 9:00 PM 
   Christmas Day Service of Lessons and Carols – Dec. 25

th
 at 10:00 AM 

 
 

THE HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 
We will need volunteers following the 11:00 AM service on December 18th 
to help set up and decorate for our Christmas Eve services.  Join us! One 
hour of your time is all that is required.  Guaranteed to enhance your 
Christmas spirit! 

Worship & Music Ministry News Cont. . . 

http://www.tellicochurch.com/component/content/article/52.html
http://www.tellicochurch.com/component/content/article/52.html
http://www.tellicochurch.com/component/content/article/52.html


Join us this Season of Advent 
to prepare for Christ’s birth. 

 

Our Worship and Music Team has made opportunities for our church family to stop and pause in the 
midst of all the hustle and bustle of the holidays to keep us focused on the real meaning of the 
Christmas season. As we prepare ourselves for the birth of our Lord and Savior join us every Wednesday 
at 11:00 AM for a mid-week time of meditation and worship and also Sunday for a time of celebration 
and worship.  

 
1st week of Advent 

Sunday November 27 @ 8:30 & 11:00 AM & Wednesday, November 30 @ 11:00 AM  
Read Luke 21:25-36 

The season of Advent begin this day with texts describing the righteousness Jesus initiated in his first 
coming and will complete in his return. 

2nd Week of Advent 
Sunday December 4 @ 8:30 & 11:00 AM & Wednesday, December 7 @ 11:00 AM  

Read Luke 3:1-6 
During this second week of Advent, John the Baptist walks onto the stage and calls people to a new 
beginning. 

3rd Week of Advent 
Sunday December 11 @ 8:30 & 11:00 AM & Wednesday, December 14 @ 11:00 AM  

Read Luke 3:7-18 
The arrival of the Christ is fast approaching; the light from the Advent wreath is growing.  How shall we 
prepare for God’s coming among us?  With joy! With resolute action! With prayer and thanksgiving!  The 
Lord is near. 

4th Week of Advent  
Sunday December 18 @ 8:30 & 11:00 AM & Wednesday, December 21 @ 11:00 AM  

Read Luke 1:39-45 
We come to the threshold of the celebration on this day. The time is right; the place, Bethlehem of 
Judah, is identified; Mary’s song announces the great things God is doing.  A new day is being birthed 
into existence, and we are meant to be a part of it. 
 

 

A Joint Service of  

Lessons and Carols for Advent 

With the choirs of Perry Highway Lutheran  
& St. Alphonsus Roman Catholic Church 

Friday, December 9, 2016 at 7:30 PM 
Join us for a special evening of Holiday music.  

 
Enjoy the sounds of choir, handbells, instrumentalists, and children's choir as we await the 

coming of Christmas.  Please join us at St. Alphonsus to celebrate Advent with this beautiful 
prayer service at 7:30 pm on December 9th.   

A reception will follow.   
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Festival Services in November and December 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Join us on  
    Christmas Eve, December 24, 2016 
    As we welcome the Christ Child into our lives 
    Festival Candle-light Services of Holy Communion 
    will be celebrated at 5:00 PM and 9:00 PM. 
    Music will begin 1/2 hour before the services 
 
    Join your family in Christ as we gather and   
    celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior. 
      
 
 
 

 
Care Packages for our College Students 
We are looking for donations items such as snack size cookies, chips or crackers, ramen noodles, gum, mints, gift 
cards, hot chocolate, etc. that will be included in exam time care packages. The old-timers look forward to these 
each year and the newbies can't wait to get their first one. It is a great way to provide some late night snacks, 
lunchables or anytime treat while showing them all how much we care for them. Please see Lisa Augustin if you 
have any questions. Thanks so much for your support! 

 

2017 Prayer Chain: 
 
We’ve all heard it said that prayer is powerful.  From the time we were little we’ve been 
instructed by our parents, Pastors, and Sunday School Teachers to pray to God to thank him for 
our blessings or to ask for His help in time of need.   
 
Sometimes it helps to know there are other members of our Christian family praying for our 
concerns.  That is why we have a prayer chain here at Perry Highway.   
 

When a member of our congregation has a concern they would like prayed for, all they have to do is contact the 
church office to activate the prayer chain.  This concern is passed from one member to another so that we can 
offer our prayers to God and our support to one another.  These concerns can be health related, family related, 
thanks for a blessing, or be totally anonymous. 
 
Please consider becoming a participant in this vital part of our church family.  If you would like to join, please call 

the church office at 724-935-1226. 
  

Social Outreach News 



 

Perry Highway Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Christmas Wreath Fundraiser for PHL Preschool: 
Perry Highway Lutheran Preschool is once again selling beautiful fresh Christmas Wreaths for PHLC 
families.   The beautiful wreaths come from Soergel Orchards.  Order forms and additional information 
are available by calling the church office.  The wreaths are available to be picked up at the church on 
December 1, 2016 
 
Please plan to purchase your Christmas wreaths from the Preschool - what a wonderful way to support 
our outreach mission! 
 

2017-2018 Preschool Registration: 
Registration for PHL Preschool for the 2017-2018 school year is currently open for church members.  If 
you have children that you would like to have enrolled take advantage of this early registration 
opportunity.  Registration is currently scheduled for Monday, January 9, 2017 in the church lobby for the 
community. Currently enrolled families may register from 9am - 11am and new families may register 
from 11am - 1pm. Morning classes will be offered for 2.5 year olds, 3 year olds, and PreK (4 and 5 year 
olds). 
 
If you or anyone you know is interested in our wonderful preschool program, please have them contact: 
Laurie Kretz, Director, at either 724-935-4605 or prekdirector@phlc.org 
 
United Way Designation: 
When you make your United Way Designation please consider listing Perry Highway Lutheran Pre-
school.  The United Way Code for the Pre-school is 10713709. 

 

Our Sunday School Is Blessed by  

Eager Students & Dedicated Teachers  

This year's Sunday School program had a great start with Rally Day. Everyone enjoyed a great time of 
fellowship and fun activities with Prince Puppets. We have been blessed this year with a large group of 
students who are eager to hear God's Word. The teachers are dedicated to teaching their classes the 
Bible lesson each week. Since our curriculum is lectionary-based, each class is taught the same Bible 
lesson each week that is also part of that Sunday's church service. We hope that this will enable families 
to come together outside of church to expand on the lesson and its application to daily living. We 
encourage families to make Sunday School a weekly part of their Sunday worship. The rewards will be 
plentiful!  We have classes for students from Nursery age all the way through adults. 
 

Make a Child Smile on Christmas Morning!! 
 
Up until Sunday, December 11th, the Church will be collecting gifts for the children at 
Mars Home for Youth, Light of Life Mission, and children in the community.  A Christmas 
Gift List Tree will soon appear in the narthex with names of children.  We ask that if you 
take a list - please sign the “Wish Book”, shop, and return the gifts to the church by 
Sunday, December 11th. Also, attach the top of the form to the gifts.  We hope this will be 
a reminder to all to remember others during the Christmas season and to help make 
Christmas merrier for those less fortunate.   

 
___ 

  

Christian Education 



 
 

Sunday Night Live – Second Sunday of each Month 
A synodical gathering of youth in grades 6-12 and the adults who love them  - Be fed,  spiritually and 
physically, while growing in faith through activities, fellowship, worship, and more. Meet us the second 
Sunday of each month of the school year at various locations through Southwestern PA. Locations are 
posted on the Youth Calendar on our website. If you are interested please see Elaine Roller. 
 

Youth Bible Study – Second Saturday of each Month 
All youth in grades 6-12 and their friends are invited to join our monthly Bible Study. It is typically on the 
second Saturday of the Month from 10:00 – 11:00 at Panera in Wexford. The next meeting will be 
December 10th. Please join us and bring your friends. 
 

Youth Retreat 
All Youth (grades 6-12) should mark the dates of December 2nd – 4th, and plan on joining us at Camp 
Lutherlyn for a weekend retreat. The event promises 
to be a weekend of fun, fellowship and some learning 
too! This weekend retreat will give us an opportunity 
to enjoy God’s beautiful outdoors and also have some 
fellowship time together. 
 

Quake 
Quake is a regional events partner with youth leaders 
in local churches to help teens become established in 
their faith, empowered for Christian living and 
enabled to live a life of ministry and leadership. This 
year the Quake event will be held January 27-29 at the      
DoubleTree Pittsburgh Monroeville Convention 
Center. This year’s theme is “Found”. We will focus on 
God’s devoted search to find all of us who have 
strayed so He can bring us back home. For additional information please visit 
quakeevent.com/Pittsburgh, or contact Elaine. 

Bible Bowl 

We are currently looking for members for our Bible Bowl Team. The Bible Bowl is a Synod wide competition of 
Youth on their knowledge of Books of the Bible. This year we will study the Book of Revelation. The local Bible 
Bowl will be held on Sunday March 19

th
. Location to be determined. Please contact Elaine if you are interested in 

joining our team.  

 
 

 
 IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR! 
A reminder to all Committee Chairpersons, Committee and Organization 
heads.  Your annual report for the 2016 Church year is due in the church 
office no later than Sunday, December 18th.  An Electronic version emailed 
to the church office is preferred. (secretary@phlc.org)  A tremendous 
amount of work goes into this report to the congregation during a very 
busy time of year in the church office so your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated. 

 

For more information contact the church office at 724-935-1226 
  

Youth Ministry 

Church News 

mailto:secretary@phlc.org


 

 

The Best Day of my Life! 
Today, when I awoke, I suddenly realized that this is the best day of my life, ever! There were times when I 
wondered if I would make it to today; but I did! And because I did I'm going to celebrate! 
 
Today, I'm going to celebrate what an unbelievable life I have had so far: the accomplishments, the many 
blessings, and, yes, even the hardships because they have served to make me stronger. 
 
I will go through this day with my head held high, and a happy heart. 
 
I will marvel at God's seemingly simple gifts: the morning dew, the sun, the clouds, the trees, the flowers, the 
birds. Today, none of these miraculous creations will escape my notice. 
 
Today, I will share my excitement for life with other people. I'll make someone smile. I'll go out of my way to 
perform an unexpected act of kindness for someone I don't even know. 
 
Today, I'll give a sincere compliment to someone who seems down. I'll tell a child how special he is, and I'll tell 
someone I love just how deeply I care for them and how much they mean to me. 
 
Today is the day I quit worrying about what I don't have and start being grateful for all the wonderful things God 
has already given me. 
 
I'll remember that to worry is just a waste of time because my faith in God and his Divine Plan ensures everything 
will be just fine. 
 
Tonight, before I go to bed, I'll go outside and raise my eyes to the heavens. I will stand in awe at the beauty of the 
stars and the moon, and I will praise God for these magnificent treasures. As the day ends and I lay my head down 
on my pillow, I will thank the Almighty for the best day of my life. And I will sleep the sleep of a contented child, 
excited with expectation because I know tomorrow is going to be...... 
The Best Day Of My Life!  -- Author Unknown 
 

The Simply Giving® Program endorsed by Thrivent Financial Bank 

 

Since Perry Highway Lutheran began offering an automated giving program called The Simply Giving 
Program endorsed by Thrivent Financial Bank, 22 families have chosen to participate. We have four 
families who contribute through electronic bank checking and three additional families who give through 
the United Way for a total of $149,000.00 / year through these automated giving programs.  
 
Several members have told us how much they like the program because of its convenience. They also 
mentioned that they appreciate that their financial gifts to Perry Highway Lutheran continue even if they are 
out of town and aren’t able to be at a worship service. 
 
The Simply Giving® Program endorsed by Thrivent Financial Bank is a way to help you achieve your 
stewardship plan for Perry Highway Lutheran Church. You can enroll at any time by completing the Simply 
Giving enrollment form available through the Church office. 
 
 

 

 

  

Make this Holiday Season more meaningful 

Through regular worship 

Church News Cont’d 
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In your Giving   Go . . . . . That Second Mile 
 
During the last two months of 2016, our own Good Samaritan Fund has been 
chosen as our appeal designate.  This fund was created many years ago to 
assist the pastor to directly help people in need as he becomes aware of special 
circumstances.  All of the recipients are anonymous, with the pastor reporting 
to the council when funds are low.  The pastor has been able to help members 
and friends of our own congregation purchase food and medicine when their 
income has not allowed them to do so, emergency furnace repair, medical and 
legal assistance to mention a few. 
 
The fund is used to help travelers who find themselves in a strange area in 

need of assistance with food, clothing, shelter and gas.  The fund is used to help children whose family 
finds themselves without a job and source of income.  The fund has been used to help battered women 
find safe shelter and assistance.  This fund is one way that the congregation responds to the great 
commission to help the less fortunate. 

At this time of year, during the holidays, there are more needs than at any other time. Pastor receives 
names of families from our local schools who, without help, would receive nothing at Christmas.  
Please give generously this holiday season so we can in turn help others. 

 
 

Scrips Gift Cards Program 
 

Did you know that PHLC Youth Program sells gift cards every Sunday?  

Did you know that each purchase rebates anywhere from 4% to 10% of the purchase to the 

youth and supports their many programs including their mission trips?   

Did you also know each rebate will be added to your annual contribution? 

Consider helping the youth by purchasing gift cards each Sunday in the Narthex between 1st 
and 2nd service, 9:30am to 10:45am each Sunday. 
 
SPECIAL ORDERS:   Considering a vacation trip?  You can pre-order gift cards for Disney, Hilton, 
Holiday Inn, and Delta airlines.   Note:  These special orders will require payment prior to 
ordering the cards. If you have questions please contact Marcie Heyl, mlh5@consolidated.net. 
 

LIST OF GIFT CARDS IN STOCK 
Amazon American Eagle Red Lobster 
Bath & Body Works Barnes & Noble Longhorn Steak House 
Best Buy Bravo Walmart 
Brusters Chipolte Buffalo Wild Wings 
Chilis Dicks Sports Goods Subway 
Dunkin Donuts Eat n Park Toys R Us 
Giant Eagle Home Depot Sheetz 
Hallmark IHOP Starbucks 
ITUNES Joanne Fabrics Petsmart 
Kohls Cinemark Movie Theatre Red Robin 
Lowes Macy’s Olive Garden 
Noodles Michaels Panera 

  

Church News Cont’d 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
The Social Outreach Team wants to thank you for you for your continuing support of Allegheny Health 
Network! Each month we collect recent gently used magazines from congregation members for use in 
the waiting rooms at AHN here in Wexford. Please continue to deposit your magazine donations in the 
designated bin in the narthex. 
 
We also collect empty computer ink cartridges and box tops for education.  These items can be 
dropped off in the collection bins in the narthex. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Perry Highway Lutheran Church has a Memorial Garden available to church members.  The Church 
Council in October of 2002 established an area around the church Bell Tower as a Memorial Garden for 
the placement of individual’s cremains to be buried.  In 2010, Will Belsterling, as an Eagle Scout project, 
built the brick patio and benches.   The names of individuals laid to rest in the Memorial Garden are 
engraved in the bricks as a living memorial.   If you would like to learn more about the Memorial Garden 
please contact the church office. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
In 2017 the Christian Church will celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation.  When Martin Luther posted his “Ninety-five Theses” on the 
church door in Wittenberg in 1517, no one expected the breadth of evangelical 
reforms in Christian teaching and practice that followed. In every dimension of 
Christian faith a renewed trust in God’s forgiving mercy replaced a reliance on 
teachings and practices that, like the sale of indulgences, were vulnerable to 
abuse and corruption.  
 

Preaching a few years later, Luther said, “I opposed indulgences ... but never with force. I simply taught, 
preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. I did nothing; the Word did everything.” 
When he began to propose reforms in worship, he wrote similar words. “This is the sum of the matter: 
let everything be done so that the Word may have free course.”  

Nearly 500 years later, the results of this evangelical confidence in God’s forgiving and liberating Word 
are evident today in Christian communities of all types. In the years leading to 2017 ELCA members, 
congregations and synods will observe the anniversary of this evangelical reformation in a variety of 
ways with numerous partners.  One of the exciting movements is the growing unity with our Roman 
Catholic Brothers and sisters.  Recently signed documents, “From Conflict to Communion” and 
“Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist” outlines 32 areas of agreement in significant 
issues regarding the church, our shared ministry and the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  We have been 
encouraged to participate in shared ministries whenever possible with our Roman Catholic brothers and 
sisters.  The first will be on Friday, December 9th at 7:00 PM at St. Alphonsus for a service of Advent 
Lessons and Carols.  We are also in the planning stages of a spring concert with the joint choirs from two 
Lutheran and two Roman Catholic parishes in Wexford. 

Another exciting event in the planning stages is a congregational trip to Germany in August of 2017.  We 
will visit many of the historic Reformation sights and see much of the former communist occupied East 
Germany.  Pastor Ferguson has been invited to spend two weeks in Luther’s home town of Wittenberg, 
Germany and preach at St. Ann’s, Luther’s home congregation and where he did most of his preaching 
and also at the Castle Church, the church where he nailed his 95 thesis.  We will worship with him on 
August 5th in one of those churches.  Watch for more information in the coming weeks.  If you are 
interested in this trip please call the church office. 



 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

Sunday, December 11, 2016 

from 5:00 to 7:00 PM! 
 

Santa will be taking time out of his busy schedule to stop by Perry Highway 

Lutheran Church’s Annual Christmas Party at the Treesdale Community Center.  

There will be fun and games for children of all ages along with a visit from Santa!   

Hope to see you there!  It promises to be a fun evening! 

 

A Christmas Potluck Meal will be served: Ham and turkey will be provided. Please bring a 

side dish to share. There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex beginning this Sunday. 

 

There will be a holiday craft for the kids with gift wrapping after.  This is a great opportunity 

for the kids to make that special Christmas gift or mom and dad. 

 

Also, for the kids, Santa is coming! Make sure to bring your list and ask Santa for 

EVERYTHING! 

       PARENTS: If you are not familiar with how SANTA provides gifts…please contact the church office  

 

FIRST ANNUAL PHLC CHRISTMAS COOKIE CONTEST! 
Please bring at least a dozen of your best holiday cookie recipe to enter the cookie 

contest. A group of 3-5 judges will pick the favorite. The winner will receive an 

awesome trophy. 
 

JOIN US ON CHRISTMAS DAY 

AND NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Join us on Christmas Day and celebrate the Birth of Christ.   

One service of Lesson and Carols for Christmas  
will be held at 10:00 AM on Sunday, December 25th 

 
On New Year’s Day, January 1, 2017 we will be celebrating what is known as the Feast of the Name of Jesus. 

We will have one service of Holy Communion at 10:00 AM. 
 
From the beginning, by virtue of our baptism, we are called Christian. We were “Christ-ened” at the font. Bearing 
his name, we share the same Father and are invited to address him intimately: Abba! Jesus bears our sins in 
humble obedience to the will of the Father. Today we pray that the mind of Christ, whose name we bear, would be 
our own. It is a good way to begin, again, another year. 
  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.itsoverflowing.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/8e4a37a219acae0c2c9d86b1507f2dca-640x767.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.itsoverflowing.com/2014/11/christmas-decor-in-black-and-white/&docid=YLdd8YiR0nFmpM&tbnid=CK6hloPYCTEi0M:&vet=1&w=640&h=767&bih=764&biw=1536&ved=0ahUKEwiHhtLI5q3QAhUN32MKHWAZClw4rAIQMwhPKE0wTQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/ac/9c/5d/ac9c5d3c8a0125bceff419f0eaac660c.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/218283913164882774/&docid=GFXH_oMtDIVRAM&tbnid=NN6HnLQ76F_uJM:&vet=1&w=236&h=280&bih=764&biw=1536&ved=0ahUKEwjdzMu65q3QAhVbHGMKHap0CiQ4ZBAzCBgoFjAW&iact=mrc&uact=8


STEWARDSHIP 

What happens when my offering goes into the plate?  

It makes a difference in the ministry of our congregation:  

As I make an offering to the lord in worship through my congregation,  

 it helps us to provide for pastoral leadership for our church.  

 It helps us to have available all that is necessary to have meaningful weekly worship.  

 It helps us to address the needs of our building - pay for utilities and maintenance.  

 It helps us to provide Christian education.  

 It helps us to share the gospel in our community in word and action.  

 It makes fellowship events possible that bring us together as Christian brothers and sisters.  

 It provides for the many different types of supplies we need to do our ministry - paper, pencils and pens,  
tape, ink, copying, kitchen supplies, etc.  

It makes a difference in the ministry of our Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod:  

A portion of my offering through our congregations giving to mission support also goes on to the southwestern  
Pennsylvania synod. There:  

 It provides support for congregations as they go through the search for pastoral leadership. It 
provides  
counsel and guidance for congregations in times of conflict or crisis.  

 It provides resources for congregations in many areas of ministry - worship, Christian education,  
evangelism, social outreach, ecumenical relationships, stewardship, financial responsibility and record  
keeping.  

 It provides support to our camps - Lutherlyn and Agape.  

 It provides support to Thiel College and Gettysburg Seminary.  

 It provides support for the Lutheran service society, Lutheran Seniorlife, Bethesda Children's Home and  
Glade Run Lutheran Services.  

 It supports our ecumenical work with Christian Associates.  

 It supports Lutheran campus ministries in Oakland, Indiana, PA and West Virginia University.  

 It helps to make possible synod mission trips like the ones recently that have helped in Mississippi after  
hurricane Katrina,  

It makes a difference in the ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America:  

A portion of my offering also goes on through mission support to the ELCA. There:  

 It supports missionaries serving in 46 different countries  

 It supports additional ministry projects in over 90 countries  

 It supports the starting of new congregations across the country  

 It supports the renewal of congregations across the country  

 It supports the training of pastors through 8 seminaries.  

 It supports 187 campus ministries.  

 It supports 147 camps and outdoor ministries  

 It provides for resource people and other resources to strengthen the ministry of our congregations  

 It supports our work ecumenically with other church bodies 

http://www.christmasgifts.com/christmas-clipart-bells-vintage
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Perry Highway Lutheran Church 
11403 Perry Highway 
Wexford, PA 15090 

 
Church Office Hours 

Mon-Thurs, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Phone: 724-935-1226 

Pre-School Phone:  724-935-4605 
 

www.phlc.org 

Staff 

The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson, Pastor 

The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson, Pastor Emeritus 

Mr. Kyle Davies, Director of Music 

Mrs. Elaine roller, Director of family Ministries 

Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh, Administrative Assistant 

Ms. Barb Hoellerman, Parish Secretary 

Mrs. Laurie Kretz, Director of Pre-School 

Mr. rob Davide, Building Maintenance 

Mr. Joshua Frazier, Custodian/Caretaker 

Mr. Jeff Davis, Council President 

 

Perry Highway is a Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

The Reverend Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop 

The Reverend Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

Affirmation of Welcome 
In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join in the reign of God, this church welcomes 
all.  We extend this welcome to all believers and non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, 
ethnic or linguistic heritage, employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or mental 
abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identify, or any other distinction.  As we are all one in God’s eyes, we encourage any 
who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of this congregation as we witness to the love of God.  This is our 
response to the Gospel, as we understand it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received 
from the Creator of us all.  
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