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                                                                                                                       Lent 2017                                

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK 

ASH WEDNESDAY, THE BEGINNING OF THE SEASON OF LENT 

 

The Old Testament tells of a ritual in which persons in 

great sorrow sat in ashes or poured them on their 

head. Since early medieval times, ashes were 

distributed on the fortieth day before Easter as a sign 

of individual and communal penitence, and at the 

Synod of Benevento in 1091, the ritual was 

recommended for all Western Christians. The twin 

emphases of the day are sin and death: in sorrow for 

sin, we join with ancient peoples to put ashes on our 

head; and in honesty about death, we remember 

that, like Adam, we are made of dust and will return 

to dust. Acknowledging our sin and death readies the 

assembly for its annual baptismal journey to the 

resurrection. 
 

Yet, in the gospel of Matthew Jesus cautions us 

against public acts of piety—on the one day of the 

year we leave worship with a visible smudge on our 

foreheads, reminding everyone we see that we have 

been to church. What are you supposed to do, wipe 

the ashes off before stepping outside? Do you leave 

them on only to have the cashier at the grocery store say, "You've got something on your 

forehead"? 

 

Of course Jesus does not tell us to refrain from all acts of public piety. What Jesus seems 

concerned with is the why, not the what. Why do you pray in public? Why do you give alms? 

Why do you fast? If appearing faithful is a way to build yourself up before others, then it is not 

faithfulness but hypocrisy. On the other hand, if praying over a meal in a restaurant is something 

you do because praying at meals is part of your faith, by all means bow your head and pray. 
 

As the season of Lent begins each year, God's people are invited to take on three great 

disciplines: prayer, fasting, and alms-giving. You hear the invitation to prayer, fasting, and alms-

giving in the reading from Joel. Jesus' words in the gospel remind us that our acts of faithfulness 

always come as a response to God's gifts. Remembering this gives a note of humility to all we 

do. Piety is not something to brag about. Piety is not something to be proud of. Piety is but 

acknowledgment of the one who first gave us everything. 
 

Finally, Paul makes it clear, as if there were ever any question: we only become righteous in 

Jesus. We know grace only because Jesus becomes our sin. This is the grounding for everything 

we do throughout the holy days of Lent. 
 

I invite you to join us as we prepare to celebrate the Resurrection by observing the season of 

Lent.  Throughout this newsletter you find opportunities to help you in your preparation, 

especially Sunday & Mid-week Worship opportunities.   
 

Pastor Dennis Ferguson 



Holy Days During the Season of Lent 
 

 

March 1, 2017 

11:00 Am & 7:00 PM 

 

 
Ash Wednesday is a day of Atonement.  This day marks the beginning of a penitential discipline 

which climaxes in the absolution and peace which is offered on Holy Wednesday.  The service 

begins with an extended confession with absolution being withheld until Wednesday of Holy 

Week, thus beginning the penitential season.  Ashes are prepared for this day by burning palm 

branches from last Palm Sunday and grinding them into a powder.  The ashes are then placed 

on the forehead of those who desire them in the shape of a cross with these words, "Remember 

that you are dust, and to dust you shall return." 

 

 

Sunday of the Passion - Palm Sunday 

April 9, 2017 @ 8:30am and 11:00am 

 

On Passion Sunday, we celebrate Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem 

where people waved palm branches and shouted, “Hosanna to the King of 

David!” The service begins in the narthex and the whole congregation 

processes into the sanctuary symbolizing this important event. 

 

Holy Wednesday 

April 12, 2017 @ 11:00am & 7:00pm 

 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday with corporate confession of our sins with the absolution being 

withheld. This evening, we at last receive that long awaited absolution. This process of 

reconciliation makes it possible for us to concentrate on the mystery of our redemption during 

the last three days of Lent also known as the Great Tridium: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 

Holy Saturday. 

 
Maundy Thursday 

April 13, 2017 @ 7:00pm 

 

The name Maundy Thursday comes from the Latin word “mandatum” which means 

commandment. On this day, we recall the Last Supper, we remember and pray for the children 

who will be receiving their First Holy Communion on the second Sunday of Easter. We also 

remember Jesus’ words, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I 

have loved you.” The liturgy ends with the stripping of the altar as a symbolic remembrance of 

Christ’s humiliation by the soldiers. 

 

Good Friday 

April 14, 2017 @11:00am (Children’s Liturgy) and 7:00pm 

 

The morning service is a special children’s liturgy where we share with them the steps our Lord 

took on his way to the cross and that the message of sadness was certainly not the end of the 

story. Following the service, the children will do a craft project and share lunch together. 

 

At the evening service, we will celebrate the mystery and awe of the Passion as we focus on 

Christ’s journey to and death on the cross. This service impresses on us the terrible reality of sin 

which caused our Savior to die for us.  



 

To our Pre-school families, if you have a church home we encourage you to be 

faithful in your worship as a family during this season of Lent.   

If you do not have a church home we invite you to join us.  
We have worship services on Sundays at 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM  

and Wednesdays at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM. 

 

Lent & Holy Week & Easter Just For Kids 

 

 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES 
 SUNDAY, MARCH 26TH & 

 SUNDAY, APRIL 2 @ 9:45AM 

 FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATION: SUNDAY APRIL 23, 2017 
 

A change from our tradition, on Sunday, April 23, 2017, we will celebrate with our young people who 

will be receiving their First Holy Communion. Classes of preparation for this important event in their 

faith journey will be held on two consecutive Sundays beginning on March 26, 2017 during the 

Sunday School hour. The age a child begins to commune is at the discretion of his/her parents. Any 

questions may be directed to Pastor Ferguson. If you would like to enroll your child in this class, 

please contact the church office at 724-935-1226 or email secretary@phlc.org 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                      Palm Sunday Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt 

April 9, 2017 

 

Come for breakfast at 9:45am and then join the Egg Hunt at 10:15am. 

Each child will be given a bag to decorate which they will use to collect 

their eggs. Weather permitting the Egg Hunt will be outside on the 

church’s green areas.  Watch for more information in the weekly bulletin. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Good Friday Children's Program 

April 14, 2017 – 11:00am 

 

A special Good Friday Children’s Liturgy begins at 11:00 am.  We will share 

the steps our Lord took on his way to the cross and that the message of 

sadness was certainly not the end of the story. Following the service, the 

children will enjoy lunch and work on a craft project. There is no need to RSVP. 

We hope to see your children participate in this special event. Watch for more information in the 

weekly bulletin. 

___________________________________________ 

 

Easter Sunday for Kids 

April 16, 2017 – 11:00am Service 

 

On Easter Sunday, there is no Sunday School or Children’s Church during the 11:00am Liturgy.  We 

encourage children to worship with their families for this special worship celebration. 

___________________________________________ 

 
One of the greatest ways we can share our faith  

is to invite our loved ones and un-churched neighbors to worship.   
Pray for God's guidance and invite a friend to worship this season of Lent & Easter. 

 

Please save the date for VBS – July 17   to July 21, 2017! 

mailto:secretary@phlc.org


Lent Worship Schedule 
Make weekly worship part of your lent discipline 

 

 

March 1, 2017 Ash Wednesday 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

 

March 5, 2017 1st Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 

March 8, 2017 Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 

March 12, 2017 2nd Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 

March 15, 2017 Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 

March 19, 2017 3rd Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 

March 22, 2017 Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 

March 26, 2017 4th Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 

March 29, 2017 Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 

April 2, 2017  5th Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 

April 5, 2017  Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 

April 9, 2017  Palm Sunday Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

   Palm Sunday Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt at 9:45 AM 

 

April 12, 2017  Holy Wednesday Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

 

April 13, 2017  Maundy Thursday Service 

   Service at 7:00 PM 

 

April 14, 2017  Good Friday Service 

   Children's Service & Lunch beginning at 11:00 AM 

   Service at 7:00 PM 

 

April 16, 2017  Easter Sunday Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 

April 23, 2017  2nd Sunday of Easter services at 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

   First Holy Communion celebration at the 11:00 service 
 



Join us on Facebook 
Did you know that PHLC has a Facebook 

page open to members of the 

congregation?  Keep up on current events 

and activities by becoming a friend.  Please 

join us and let us know what you think!  

_________________________________________ 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP 

HOURS: 

May 28, 2017 until 

 September 3, 2017 

Traditional service: 8:30 am 
Contemporary service: 10:00 am 

++++++++++++++++++ 

Summer Office Hours Begin 

May 30, 2017 

 

TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY 

9:00 am TILL 12:00 NOON 

 

 

Do you want something Special 

for a Special Someone? 

Use SCRIPS 
Groceries for your family?  Gas for your 

car?  A power tool or stack of lumber?  

A night out on the town?  That cup of 

coffee at Starbucks?  That salad at 

Panera?  Do you go to Sheetz or Kohls 

or Old Navy?  DIY’selfers…what about 

Home Depot? 

 

SCRIP cards work just like cash and are 

available from a huge variety of 

retailers.  PLUS, when you use SCRIP you 

support our Youth Ministry.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gift of Generosity 

 
As we approach the season of Lent, we 

thank everyone who has supported Perry 

Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church this 

year with their time, talent and financial 

contributions and look forward to support 

from all of our members in the months 

ahead. If you need a convenient way to 

make regular offerings or if you plan to 

make an additional gift during this holy 

season, we encourage you to look into our 

electronic giving options. As the pace of life 

speeds up, especially around the holidays, 

you may find electronic giving a most 

welcome way to make contributions. Visit 

www.phlc.org or contact the church office 

for more information. 

____________________________________ 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 

Sunday, April 9, 2017 – 9:45 am 
 

Mark your calendars and 
plan on a time of fellowship 
and great food! There will 
also be an Easter Egg Hunt 
for the children. Breakfast 
will be served between the 
services. If you worship at 
8:30am, plan on staying. If 
you worship at 11:00am, 

please come early. 
 
 

 

 
 
 



Spreading the Good News 
Jesus was always very clear on what his purpose on Earth 

was.  At the young age of twelve, he told his parents, 

“Didn’t you know I had to be in My Father’s house?” 

(Luke 2:49).  Later he declared, “I have come that [My 

sheep] may have life, and have it to the full” (John 

10:10).  In order to give that abundant life to us, his 

sheep, “The Good Shepherd [laid] down his life for the 

sheep” (John 10:11).  Our purpose as stewards of the 

Good Shepherd is to glorify him and spread that Good 

News of his death and resurrection which brings us 

forgiveness of sin and life everlasting with him. 

Prayer: Lord, I pray for faith that will motivate me to do 

your will.  Help me to open my mind and heart to your 

direction and purpose for my life.  I thank you for loving me in spite of the wrong choices that I 

continually make.  I am so blessed to have your love and forgiveness.  In Jesus’ precious name I 

pray.  Amen. 

Blessings on your stewardship journey! 

 

2017 Prayer Chain: 
 

We’ve all heard it said that prayer is powerful.  From the time we 

were little we’ve been instructed by our parents, Pastors, and 

Sunday School Teachers to pray to God to thank him for our 

blessings or to ask for His help in time of need.   

 

Sometimes it helps to know there are other members of our Christian 

family praying for our concerns.  That is why we have a prayer chain 

here at Perry Highway.   

 

When a member of our congregation has a concern they would like prayed for, all they 

have to do is contact the church office to activate the prayer chain.  This concern is 

passed from one member to another so that we can offer our prayers to God and our 

support to one another.  These concerns can be health related, family related, thanks 

for a blessing, or be totally anonymous. 

 

Please consider becoming a participant in this vital part of our church family.  If you 

would like to join, please call the church office at 724-935-1226. 

 
Sign up for Altar Flowers in 2017 

 
Dates are still available! The sign-up sheet to purchase Altar Flowers for 
2017 has been hung in the Church Narthex.  Anyone interested in 
purchasing flowers to be placed on the altar during Sunday morning 
services, please sign your name on the chart beside the designated date of 
your choice or call the church office if you have a special date. 

 



January Annual Meeting 
Highlights 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

was held on January 29, 2017. Highlights of 

the meeting include: 

 

Adoption of a 2017 Budget of $343,665.00 

 

Adoption of the Lutheran World Relief as the 

Agency of the Year.  Emphasis will be 

focused on Haiti relief and Compassion 

International. 

 

Approved a Capital Campaign for the 

addition of Air Conditioning to the 

educational building. 

 

Installation of Council Members, Officers 

and Ministry Team Leaders.  This year's 

officers are: President, Jeff Davis; Vice 

President, Jeff Buss; Secretary, Tina Lentz; 

Treasurer, Randy Feger. 

 

Heard reports from Pastor Ferguson, Bill 

Dougherty for Laurie Kretz  our Pre-School 

Director, Kyle Davies our Director of Music 

Ministries, Elaine Roller our Director of Family 

Ministries, Jeff Davis our current and re-

elected President. 

 

Elected six members to the 2017 Nomination 

Committee: Evens Augustin, Jeff Buss, Sue 

Frerotte, Butch Inman, Felicia Borden and 

Corrie Noir.   

 

 

 

PERRY HIGHWAY 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH WELCOME STATEMENT 

 
In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join in the reign 
of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers and non-believers 
regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic heritage, 
employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or mental 
abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other distinction. As we are all one in 
God’s eyes, we encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of 
this congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we 
understand it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received 
from the Creator of us all. 

 

 

Easter Sunday -- April 16, 2017 

Festival Services of Holy Communion 

8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

 
Join us as we share in the joyous news that Christ who died is risen!  The tomb stands empty and 

our Lord has taken with him all of our sins.  Celebrate this glorious news with us on Easter 

morning.  The sanctuary will be filled with joyous news, song and flowers -- make sure you bring 

your friends! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Declaring God’s Praises 
The night of his betrayal, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, 

gave them his body and blood, and prayed for them. He 

expended his last breaths before his death on the cross for 

us. Even his prayer, recorded in John 17, is communion with 

his Father on our behalf. In his prayer for himself he asked 

that “this cup” might be removed from him. Knowing that it 

could not, he joyfully went to the cross for us (Hebrews 

12:2). Just as he came to earth for us, so we remain here 

on earth for him - that we might declare his praises for the 

glory of his name and so that others might come to believe 

in his name. 

Prayer:  Dear Jesus, for the sake of all people, you gave up 

riches to become poor for me and others.  I thank you 

dearly for your grace and love. Help me to show you my 

gratitude in how I live my life. Grant me the confidence and the passion to proclaim boldly the 

Gospel to all people.  Use me in your work.  In your precious name I pray.  Amen. 

 

Blessings on your stewardship journey! 

______________________________________________ 

 

Social Outreach Focus for 2017 
Haiti Relief & Compassion International 

 

7 Years ago, on January 12th 2010, a massive earthquake ravaged Haiti, claiming over 300,000 

lives. In 2011, you will remember, that the Hospital Albert Schweitzer in Haiti was our “Agency of 

The Year”.  In the years that followed there were more earthquakes, hurricanes, droughts and 

Cholera outbreaks. Just this past October, Hurricane Matthew struck. After the storm there were 

more than 800,000 people living in temporary shelters, and the hurricane claimed more than 

1000 lives. 

 

The Social Outreach Ministry Team is planning to focus on Haiti again in 2017. We will do this 

through agencies that are well known to Perry Highway Lutheran Church. Our plan is to utilize 

January through March’s Second Mile Giving funds to support Lutheran World Relief’s efforts in 

Haiti. LWR has got staff on the ground working to distribute shelter kits and food kits. They’ve sent 

emergency water filters so families have access to safe drinking water.  Our Second Mile Giving 

will support these efforts. 

 

During the second and third quarters we will utilize Second Mile Giving to support Compassion 

International. As you may remember, Perry Highway Lutheran families are supporting many 

Haitian children through Compassion International. Most of our sponsored children are from 2 or 

3 Child Development Centers. Our plan is to identify a specific need at each of these Child 

Development Centers and utilize Second Mile funds to further support our sponsored boys and 

girls.  You will be hearing more details on both LWR and Compassion International support as the 

year progresses. 

 

As in past years, our 4th quarter Second Mile Giving will be to support the Good Samaritan Fund. 

Matthew 25:40 - "And the King will say, 'I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!' 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Social Outreach Ministry Team 



Youth Ministry News 
 
Sunday Night Live – Second Sunday of each Month 
A synodical gathering of youth in grades 6-12 and the adults who love them  - Be fed,  spiritually 

and physically, while growing in faith through activities, fellowship, worship, and more. Meet us 

the second Sunday of each month of the school year at various locations through Southwestern 

PA. The final SNL will be held on March 12th at Trinity Lutheran Church in Butler. If you are 

interested in attending, please contact Elaine Roller at familyministries@phlc.org.  

 

Youth Bible Study – Second Saturday of each Month 
All youth in grades 6-12 and their friends are invited to join our monthly Bible Study. It is held on 

the second Saturday of the Month from 10:00 – 11:00 at Panera in Wexford. The meetings for the 

rest of the school year will be March 11th, April 8th and May 13th. Please join us and bring your 

friends. 

 

Creation ~ June 27-July 1, 2017 
All Youth (grades 6-12) should mark the dates of June 27th – July 1st, and plan on joining us at 

Creation in Mt. Union, PA. Creation is a 5 day music festival celebration our Creator and Lord. 

There are many different music groups that will perform as well as guest speakers. For a full list of 

music groups and speakers, please visit https://creationfest.com/ne/lineup/. If you are interested 

in joining us, or just need more information, please contact Elaine Roller at 

familyministries@phlc.org.  

 

Vacation Bible School ~ July 17-21, 2017 
The dates for Vacation Bible School this year are July 17th – 21st. This year’s theme is Maker Fun 

Factory! We are currently looking for volunteers to help make sure VBS runs smoothly this year. 

Anyone entering Grade 6 through Adult is welcome to come and help at VBS. If you are able to 

volunteer, even if it is just for one day and not the entire week, please contact Elaine Roller at 

familyministries@phlc.org.  

 

National Youth Gathering ~ June 27 – July 1, 2018 ~ Houston, TX 
Registration for the National Youth Gathering 2018 will open in September 2017. Now is the time 

to start planning our trip. Students who will have completed 8th Grade – 12th Grade in 2018 are 

eligible to attend the NYG. We are planning to fly to Houston, so we will need to start our 

fundraising process to ensure our success. Please email Elaine familyministries@phlc.org and let 

her know if you are interested in attending. We will be setting a date and time to start discussing 

all of the plans.  

 

 

Rally Day ~ September 17, 2017 
Join us on Sunday September 17th for Rally Day. It is our kick-off for our Sunday School Year. 

Once again we will be having Prince Puppets join us for a great show at 9:45 followed by Late 

Service.  Our first day of Sunday School Classes will be Sunday September 24th.  

 

 

DON'T FORGET! 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS -- MARCH 12, 2017 

DON'T BE LATE FOR CHURCH! 
TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD 

 

mailto:familyministries@phlc.org
https://creationfest.com/ne/lineup/
mailto:familyministries@phlc.org
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Campaign to “Build a Cooler Generation” 

Please help build a cooler generation by supporting our campaign to air condition the 

five most used rooms in our educational wing.  $36,000 is needed to purchase very 

efficient units with low operating cost. The Preschool has already contributed $20,000 

leaving $16,000 to the generosity of our congregation.  Following separation of church 

and state, public schools do not teach our children about God; it’s up to the churches.  

Our educational wing hosts Sunday school, Nursery, Vacation Bible School and 

Preschool and delivers wonderful programs which help our children to know Christ.  

Most all public schools, secular preschools, and even other church’s educational rooms 

have air conditioning.  Children with asthma and allergies spend most all of their time in 

an air conditioned environment and suffer reactions when exposed to a 90 degree plus 

classroom.  To remain competitive, the time has come to take this step.  Please help 

create an environment where people want to spend time by contributing to our 

campaign to build a cooler generation. 

Members and individuals who contribute are eligible for a tax deduction and will be 

given credit for their giving.  Make checks payable to PHLC and indicate "Air 

Conditioning" in the memo line. 

_______________________________________________________ 

A soldier in World War II was given the task of 

gathering up the pieces and fragments of a statue of 

Christ that was destroyed when the cathedral that 

housed it was destroyed by bombs and mortar. He 

found every piece and fragment, and they were 

turned over to an artist, whose labor of love it was to 

reconstruct the icon. Even though it took him months, 

he accomplished the work, and 

the statue was returned to its pedestal. 

 

One facet of the Christ was missing, however. The 

soldier could not find the 

hands of Christ. Both the soldier and the artisan 

considered their work incomplete 

without the hands. However, one day as the 

craftsman was viewing the statue with 

the missing hands, he got a wonderful idea. Instead of Christ’s hands being raised 

in blessing, as they originally were, the craftsman placed an ornate, but simple, sign 

at the base of the handless replica. These were the words on that sign: “I have no 

hands, but yours.” 

 

Will you give your hands ... your time and abilities ... to your church? 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

God comes first, not last. Otherwise we give him only the leftovers after we have made sure that 

we have provided for our own comforts. The principle of sacrificial giving is that our giving to 

God comes off the top of all that he has given us. Otherwise, some would say it is not a true 

offering, just a tip left at the table. Pray to be enabled to give generously. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Happy Camper Scholastic Book Fair 
 

Sunday March 26th – Sunday April 2nd  

(Including Wednesday evening, March 29th from 5:30pm – 7pm) 

 
Please support Perry Highway Lutheran Preschool (PHLP) and Mars Home for Youth (MHY): 

 

a) Purchase books at the book fair in the church Narthex 

a. select books for yourself and your family for you to bring home 

b. select books from the tables designated as PHLP or MHY – these are books 

that have been carefully chosen by the organizations; we will collect 

them at the cash register and deliver them for you. 

 

b) Make a donation into one of the boxes at the cash register labeled PHLP or MHY.   

a. At the end of the book fair we will use this money to buy any books from 

the organization’s table that were not purchased and deliver them for 

you. 

b. We will record your donation for your annual giving statement. 

c. Additionally, we will report the total amount collected and Scholastic 

Book Fairs will match the amount with a donation of up to $1 million in 

books from The Scholastic Possible Fund, which distributes books to 

children through organizations such as the Kids In Need 

Foundation, Reader to Reader, Inc., and the National Center for Families 

Learning. 

 

c)  Go to the Online Book Fair and choose from an even greater selection of books  

  than what you see in the Narthex.  The books you buy online will count  

  toward our total book fair sales and be delivered to the church for free  

  after the book fair closes. 

 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/phlprek 

 

Thank you for your generous support for Perry Highway Lutheran Preschool  

and Mars Home for Youth! 
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When Should I call the Church Office? 
 

The pastor and staff of Perry Highway Lutheran are concerned with the lives of 

people. Unfortunately, the pastor and staff are often times the last to know about major 

events in people’s lives because people forget to tell them. Please don't assume that 

the pastor knows about events in people lives. Whenever you need pastoral care (or 

know of someone who may) . . . don’t hesitate to call, stop by or leave a note. Here are 

some times when you or someone else may need pastoral care: 

  

• When there is a birth in the family. 

• When there is a death in the family. 

• When you want to schedule a Baptism or Wedding. 

• When you change or add a phone number or an email address. 

• When someone close to you is ill or in the hospital, or in need of spiritual help. 

• When someone in the family is going off to college or joining the armed forces. 

• When there are marital problems and before you call the lawyer. 

• When someone in the congregation has done something to anger you. 

• When you have a suggestion for the congregation. 

• When you have a question about the Bible, Christianity or Lutheranism. 

• When something in your life is troubling you. 

• When alcohol or drug dependency is a problem for you or someone close. 

• When you (or you know of a member) move to a different area and change address. 

• When you just plain want someone to talk with. 

• When you want to be specifically remembered in prayer. 

 
 
Staff 

The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson, Pastor 

The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson, Pastor Emeritus 

Mr. Kyle Davies, Director of Music Ministries 

Mrs. Elaine roller, Director of family Ministries 

Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh, Administrative Assistant 

Ms. Barb Hoellerman, Parish Secretary 

Mrs. Laurie Kretz, Director of Pre-School 

Mr. rob Davide, Building Maintenance 

Mr. David Voelzke, Custodian/Caretaker 

Mr. Jeff Davis, Council President 

 

Perry Highway is a Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

The Reverend Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop 

The Reverend Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

 


