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Dear Members of Perry Highway Lutheran Church: 
 
Re: Act 153: Child Protection Policy The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania signed into law Act153 in 
October 2014. This law requires anyone who is18 years and older seeking a paid or unpaid position 
with a religious institution and has regular or routine contact with children to have both their State 
Criminal Background check, and their Child Abuse clearance: The new law goes into effect on 
July 1, 2015. 
 
A copy of both of these background checks must be on file in the church office.  These 
clearances must be done every three years, In' addition, if the applicant is to be paid and/or has 
not been a Pennsylvania resident for 10 consecutive years, an FBI background check is also 
required. A list of volunteers and staff for whom clearances are needed but not limited to include: 
 
 All paid staff (including Pre-school)  
 Christian Education (Sunday School teachers) 
 All involved with Youth programs, including Children's Church and music programs 
 All Vacation Bible School Teachers and helpers 
 Christmas Pageant and Annual play . 
 Nursery staff 
 Any off sight involvement with children. 
 Any event that involves supervising children 
 
Information on how to obtain these clearances are attached to this letter and are included in the 
Policy that Council approved at their March meeting. Each of the state background checks are 
$10.00 each; If reimbursement is desired it can be obtained by contacting Barb Hoellerman or 
Denise Britenbaugh in the church office. If reimbursement is not desired individuals will be given a 
tax deduction credit on their giving. In an effort to keep members information confidential all 
clearances should be sent to our office to the attention of Pastor Ferguson. 
 
Both clearances show your Social Security number. Please black out the first 5 numbers of your 
Social Security number before sending the clearances to our office. If you are part of the group of 
volunteers that need to have background checks complete, I encourage you to do this as soon as 
possible to avoid any last minute delays in getting the clearances from the State. If you don't have 
the necessary clearances by July 1, you will not be able to participate in youth activities. Anyone 
that has clearances done for their employment or involvement in their school districts or local sports 
organizations can send a copy of their current clearances to Denise Britenbaugh. Denise will track 
when clearances need to be renewed.  
 
If there are any questions or concerns with this policy, please contact me or any council member. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bill Dougherty, 
Congregational Council President 
 

"LIVING DAILY IN GOD'S AMAZING GRACE” 


