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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                       17th Sunday after Pentecost – October 1, 2017 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Rose Schultheis                                         8:30   Lisa Augustin 
10:00   Jeff McGill        10:00   Jim Nicotero 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 
Ushe   8:30    Jordan Esswein                       8:30   Jeff & Deb Martin 
                10:00    Andrew Davis                                  10:00   Jeff & Jane Buss 
                                           

                                           Nursery: Caitlyn Olson   Altar Guild: Cyndi Chiodo  
                                                         Tracy Herzer          
                                                                                               Lisa Olson   
                                           Officers of the Day: Jack Voelzke / Tina Lentz 

 
 
The Altar Flowers today are given to the glory of God by Pastor & Lisa Ferguson 
in celebration of Julia and Laura’s October birthdays!  
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  
are on active military duty around the world.  
 
Welcome Jenny Wojnar!  Today we welcome to the organ/piano bench Jenny Wojnar  
who will be leading our music for worship services. Thank you for your service to PHLC!  
                               
                               
                                Sunday Service Music 
 
8:30 Service      ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)        WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10:00 Service        ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)        WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude   

Entrance Hymn Forever   WS 27 

Hymn of the Day Once Again WS 65 

Offertory Music Honor & Glory ~ Christian Gaertner S. H. Newbold 
Communion Music Ancient Words WS 7 

Closing Song In Christ Alone WS 133 

 

Prelude   

Entrance Hymn God is Here ELW 526 

Hymn of the Day Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712 

Offertory Music For the Beauty of the Earth John Rutter 
Communion Music Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW 517 

Closing Song O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW 818 
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17th Sunday after Pentecost                                                   October 1, 2017                              
 Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God, such 

as prostitutes and tax collectors going before others into God’s kingdom. In the reading from Ezekiel 

the people question whether the ways of the Lord are unfair; instead they are to repent and turn to the 

Lord. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, looking to the interests of others above our 

own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and 
did, or who think they cannot turn from their wicked ways. God insistently invites people to turn 
and live. 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What 
do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents 
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the 
Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives 
are mine; the life of the parent as well as the 
life of the child is mine: it is only the person 
who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is 
unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are 
unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from 
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they 
shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. 27Again, when the 
wicked turn away from the wickedness they 
have committed and do what is lawful and 

right, they shall save their life. 28Because 
they considered and turned away from all 
the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet 
the house of Israel says, “The way of the 
Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my 
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are 
unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of 
Israel, all of you according to your ways, 
says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all 
your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will 
be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed 
against me, and get yourselves a new heart 
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house 
of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the 
death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, 
then, and live. 

 
Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9 
1To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me 
not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over 
me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to 
shame; 
rather let those be put to shame | who are 
treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
for you are the God of my salvation; in you 
have I trusted all | the day long. 

 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | 
sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | 
my transgressions; 
remember me according to your steadfast 
love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O 
LORD. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O 
LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your 
way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
and teach the low- | ly your way.  
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Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that 
extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is 
to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord. 
1If then there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than 
yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your 
own interests, but to the interests of others. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have 
always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 
but much more now in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in 
you, enabling you both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure. 

 
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His 
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief 
priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said 
to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell 
you by what authority I do these things. 
25Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And 
they argued with one another, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then 
did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for 
all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 

  28“What do you think? A man had two 
sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He 
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed 
his mind and went. 30The father went to the 
second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
31Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. 32For John came to you 
in the way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you 
saw it, you did not change your minds and 
believe him.
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join in 
the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers and 

non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic heritage, 
employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or mental abilities, 
race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we are all one in God’s eyes, we 
encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of this congregation as 
we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we understand it, and to do any 
less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received from the Creator of us all. 

 

THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
 
SUNDAY – OCTOBER 1, 2017 ~ FAIR TRADE STORE ~ COFFEE HOUR 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
   NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ~ Children attend church with their family 
10:00 am Family Service of Holy Communion  
  7:00 pm Youth Group – 9-12th grades – Here at PHLC  
 
MONDAY – OCTOBER 2, 2017 
  6:30 pm Social Outreach Team 
 
TUESDAY – OCTOBER 3, 2017 
  7:00 pm Amazing Women of Christ (AWoC) at Panera 
 
WEDNESDAY – OCTOBER 4, 2017 
 7:00 pm Contemporary Praise Worship Service 
 
SUNDAY – OCTOBER 8, 2017 ~ ANNUAL FALL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING (NOMINATIONS) 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am SUNDAY SCHOOL  
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion  
  7:00 pm Youth Group – go to movies (see Jason)   

 

Attention Members – Annual Fall Congregational Meeting Dates!                                                                            
The Annual Meeting for the purpose of nominating and electing individuals to the 

Congregational Council, Pre-Kindergarten Board and the Endowment Team 
will be held after each service: 

>Sunday, October 8, 2017 for the purpose of nominations 
>Sunday, October 22, 2017 for the purpose of elections 
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Interested in Serving PHLC? At our Annual Fall Congregational Meeting in October     
individuals will be nominated for election to PHLC Council, Endowment and the 
PHL Pre-K Board. Please prayerfully consider serving the congregation in these 
important roles. If you are considering participation, please inform a member of the 
Nominating Team. Evens Augustin, Jeff Buss, Sue Frerotte,                               
Felicia Borden & Corrie Noir.  

CAN YOU HELP? 
After many years (four years to be exact) as our Church Treasurer,  
Randy Feger has submitted his resignation effective the beginning of  
2018.  Also, due to health issues our Pre-school Treasurer has resigned. 
Because these are specialized areas of service not everyone can fill these 
spots.  If you have financial knowledge and would be willing to serve in  
these positions, or have any questions, please let the church office know.   
 

 
Support Our Students! GIANT EAGLE ~ Apples for the Students!  

Perry Highway Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
Each time your Giant Eagle Advantage Card is scanned through              

March 16, 2018 your purchases will automatically earn funds                       
used to obtain our overall educational needs.  

Sign up at GiantEagle.com/AFTS 
Provide our School ID# 5984 

 
We only need 1 more Sunday School Teacher! Thank you for your wonderful response! 
Our Sunday School children are so blessed to have so many caring adults willing to be a part of 
their faith journey here at PHLC. The PreK and Kindergarten kids need one more adult to teach 
their class this year! This is only a half-time commitment – as there is already one teacher in 
place for each age group. Therefore, your commitment would only be twice a month. Please 
contact Jason Dauer if you are interested in teaching, if you have taught in the past & would like 
to recommit, or if you have any questions!   FamilyMinistries@phlc.org  
 

NEW WORSHIP & SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE HAS BEGUN! 
 

*The First Service will remain the same – 8:30am. 
*A Coffee Fellowship time will take place from 9:30am-10:00am. 

*SUNDAY SCHOOL will run from 9:45am – 10:30am. 
*The Second Service will begin at 10:00am. At 10:30am the children will join their families  

in worship for communion & the remainder of the service. 
*THE FIRST SUNDAY of each month will consist of a FAMILY WORSHIP at 10:00am.  

No Sunday School this day – families will worship together. 
(8:30 Worship will remain the same this day, as well.)  

WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP WILL REMAIN ~ 7:00pm each week. 

 

mailto:FamilyMinistries@phlc.org
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The Amazing Women of Christ (AWoC) fall session is beginning.  We meet 
weekly and review and discuss a book we have selected together.  We meet 
Tuesday evenings at 7pm, October 3 through November 21 (new dates) at 
Panera's in Wexford.  Our book selection for this fall is Eve's Daughters by 
Lynn Austin.  The book is synopsis is as follows:   Exploring times from World 
War I to the 1980s, Eve's Daughters is an insightful look at mothers, daughters, sisters, and 
families that allows you to see a little bit of yourself through the characters' triumphs, 
struggles, and hard-tested faith. Please join us for some or all weeks!   
For more information contact DianeLHerzog@aol.com.   

 

Social Outreach News 
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help ~ "Remember: the most important rule is golden.

HOMELESS MEN NEED WINTER CLOTHES ~ The Winter Coat box needs to be filled several 
times over to provide winter warmth to the homeless people that are served by Light of Life Rescue 
Mission. The Mission staff tells us that the greatest need is for men's clothes. They need not only 
coats, but also gloves, scarves, winter hats, and boots. Of course, women's clothing is still welcome! 
2017 FOCUS ON HAITI --- Second Mile giving for the 3rd Quarter will be directed to school supplies 
for the HA 684 Child Development Center. This is the development center for all the children 
sponsored during this year’s Compassion Sunday program.                                                              
Final figure for this quarter - $1,019.64 has been directed toward the school supplies! 

 

Remind is an app used by school teachers to quickly and easily send out information to their 

students. Parents and youth are urged to join to receive updates on events as hopefully this will 
become a primary communication channel for Family Ministries at PHLC. 
You can join by downloading the app and/or entering this information into your phone: 
Family Ministries: 

https://www.remind.com/join/phlcfm  or  text “@phlcfm” to 81010 
Sunday School: 

https://www.remind.com/join/phlcss  or  text “@phlcss” to 81010 
Confirmation Class: 

https://www.remind.com/join/phlccc  or  text “@phlccc” to 81010 
High School Youth Group: 

https://www.remind.com/join/phlchs  or  text “@phlchs” to 81010 
National Youth Gathering: 

https://www.remind.com/join/phlcnyg  or  text “@phlcnyg” to 81010 
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                       ~ Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~ 
Mark Beatty  Recovering from successful colon surgery on September 26th  
Evelyn Block   St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Greg Cercone  Recovering at home from procedure  
Gina Denucci   Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma 
Mary Kay DInderman Continued prayers for healing – stronger every day!  
The Doughertys   Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Bruce & Ruth Ann Ellis Aunt & Uncle of Leslie Straub – ill with dementia - prayers for their health & relationship  
Kristine Finck   Friend of the Beattys recovering / reconstructive surgery following mastectomy  
Friend    Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease!  
Friends    PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti  
Kelly Garrow  Recovering following hip replacement  
Joan Gruber   Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer  
Gloria Henze   Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – St. Barnabas resident  
Joe Hallos   Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer  
Judith Heinsberg   Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – St. John’s (Mars) Rehab/Respite for chemo related health issues  
Jack Karasack   Surgery Sept. 11 went well –beginning a new treatment process 
Gary Kottner  Husband of Joyce (Lydick) Kottner – recovering following successful spinal surgery  
Joan Kretschmaier  Doing better dealing with health issues  
Javier La Fianza   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues  
Rueith Lewis   Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma  
Ed Lynch    Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues  
Linda Lynch   Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo  
Helen Malkowski   Mother of Mike & April– Doing much better in her recovery at home in New Jersey  
Jeanne Martinez   Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty  
Ethan James Marton  Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues  
Kathy Marweg   In short term rehab at St. John’s, Mars following recent surgery                                                                                     
Mike Moore   Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 yrs old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications  
The Nicholsons   Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health-related issues 
Lenny Radnor   Friend of the Claus families battling Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Joe Rauso   Close family friend of the Rollers –recovering from a stroke  
Brian Reiber   Doing better in his recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  
Gail Reiber   New treatment to deal with elbow bone growth successful – shoulder/rotator cuff problems   
Lincoln Rice   Son of Kevin & Jen – coping with allergies & asthma  
Amanda Schlor   Doing well in her therapy following spinal surgery  
Victoria Schminky   Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Judy Tappe   Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems  
Hailey Tesner   Needs prayers dealing with health issues  
Chariti Young   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
Elaine Younkin  Friend of Steve & Judy Weber Family – sick/hospitalized 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 

 
Mailing Address:        Staff: 
             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                        Currently Vacant                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            
             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                       Mr. Jason Dauer 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Building Maintenance:                      Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:                 Mr. David Voelzke 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
Fall/Winter Church Office Hours:                                                                          
Monday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 3:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

 
Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church           
in America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

