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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the    
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 

 
Mailing Address:         Staff: 
             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                          Mr. Kyle Davies                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            
             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                     Mrs. Elaine Roller 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                               Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:                    Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Council President:                                     Mr. Bill Dougherty 
Fall/Winter/Spring Church Office Hours:                                                                          
Monday through Thursday / 9:00 am – 3:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

 
Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
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Those Assisting with Worship TodayThose Assisting with Worship TodayThose Assisting with Worship TodayThose Assisting with Worship Today    
First Sunday in Advent First Sunday in Advent First Sunday in Advent First Sunday in Advent ---- November 29, 2015 November 29, 2015 November 29, 2015 November 29, 2015    

 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 
  8:30   Karen Erdahl         8:30   Ben Erdahl 
11:00   TBD                        11:00   Vicki Ferrence-Ray 
      
Acolytes:    Ushers: 
   8:30    Cole Richwalls                       8:30    Brian Erdahl / Randy Feger 
 11:00    Christian Gartner                                  11:00    Jay & Sue Frerotte  

       
1111                          Nursery: Duda Family   Altar Guild:  Cyndi Chiodo                

                                     Tracy Herzer 
                                 Children’s Sermon & Church: Elaine Roller                        Lisa Olson  

                                           Officers of the Day:  Jeff Davis 
 
 
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Kay Wisniewski in celebration of  
Anne and Valerie's fifth birthday.  Also by George and Linda Starosta in memory of  
Linda's father, Ernest E. Midkiff and for all veterans serving our country. 
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  
are on active military duty around the world. 
  

                                                                                                            SSSSunday Sunday Sunday Sunday Service Musicervice Musicervice Musicervice Music    

    
8:30 Service   ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                      

Gathering Music   

Gathering Hymn Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending ELW 435 
Song of the Day Come Thou Long Expected Jesus ELW 254 
Offertory Anthem One Star David Isele 

Communion Song Your Name WP 18 
Sending Song Rejoice, Rejoice Believers ELW 244 
Postlude   

 
 
11:00 Service     ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                      

Gathering Music   

Gathering Hymn Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending WS 96 
Song of the Day Forever WS 55 
Communion Song Step by Step WS 82 
Sending Song He Is Good Insert Pg. 7 
   

 

THE JESSE TREE and ADVENT WREATH that adorns our Sanctuary this season  
of Advent was a gift to be used from Pastor Karen Slusser at St. Paul's Methodist  
Church in Allison Park.  We thank Pastor Karen and people of St. Paul's. 
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First Sunday of Advent                November 29, 2015 
                             

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great 
expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts 
appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to 
spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
the saints.” Our Lord’s contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of 
Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a 

second coming, and the advent of our Lord in word and supper. 
 

FIRST READING:               Jeremiah 33:14-16  

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts 
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future 
name—”The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that the Lord is even now working salvation for Israel. 

14
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, 

when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

15
In 

those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and 

he shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. 

16
In those days Judah will be saved 

and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 
the name by which it will be called: “The 
LORD is our righteousness.” 

 

 
 
 PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 
 

 
1
To | you, O LORD, 

 I lift | up my soul. 
 

2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 

3
Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 

 rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 

4
Show me your | ways, O LORD, 

  and teach | me your paths.  
 

5
Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 

6
Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 

  for they are from | everlasting.  
 

7
Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 

 remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness,  
 O LORD. 
 

8
You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 

  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 

9
You lead the low- | ly in justice 

 and teach the low- | ly your way. 
 

10
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.  
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Please remember the following people in your daily Please remember the following people in your daily Please remember the following people in your daily Please remember the following people in your daily prayersprayersprayersprayers        

(weekly updates(weekly updates(weekly updates(weekly updates in bold print) in bold print) in bold print) in bold print)                                
 
 
 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Armstrong Mother (doing well/chemo) / Stepfather (doing very well after heart attack) of Greg Cercone  
Steph Benz Friend of Jena Oberg living in Paris across from the concert hall 
Evelyn Block St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Evelyn Borden Experiencing a bit of a set-back following 2

nd
 cataract surgery ~ slow recovery 

Laura Burton Bertorello  Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray who lost her husband David to brain cancer on 9/24 
Ciana Cahill Friend of Straub’s/Neighbor of the church–making progress recovering from extended coma 
Dick Cherry  Has started medications intended to restore his normal energy in 6 to 8 weeks 
Beverly Meyer-Cherry On reduced chemo and radiation following breast cancer surgery  
Emily Cukauskas  Granddaughter of Joyce Kottner (and her parents) dealing with medical issue   
Gina Denucci Aunt of Greg Cercone – deciding course of treatment for spreading melanoma  
Mr. & Mrs. Dougherty Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Liz Wertz Evans Continues to regain strength following completion of chemo  
Kris Frank Friend of Craig & Karen Slusser - Being treated for cancer 
Friend Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease! 
Joan Gruber Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer 
Gloria Henze Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – facing end stage MS at St. Barnabas 
Meghan Hoffman 9

th
 grader at Pine Richland High School battling leukemia 

Carol Inman Surgery went well – experiencing a good recovery 
Johnnie & Noah Friends of Carol Trapp – need the Lord’s healing hand placed upon them 
Joyce Kottner Recovering at home following knee replacement surgery 

 

Joan Kretschmaier Recovering at home following hospital stay for lung issues 
Javier La Fianza Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues 
Rueith Lewis Friend of Kay Wisniewski struggling with multiple eye issues including Retinal Necrosis     
Andrea Long Recovering from severe injuries exacerbated due to a series of car accidents (Augustin’s friend) 
Ed Lynch Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues 
Linda Lynch Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – Recovering from mastectomy – will be starting chemo 
Janet Marquette Fellow member recently hospitalized with multiple health issues - Extra prayers needed  
Jeanne Martinez Mother of Evens Augustin – Dealing with heart issues and angioplasty 
Ethan James Marton Grandson of Sara/George Marton-being treated by specialists for heart & breathing problems  
Mike Moore Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 years old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications 
Ed Morgan Father of friend of Lisa Augustin – recovering from 4

th
 heart attack 

Lenny Radnor Friend of the Claus families continues to battle Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Brian Reiber Undergoing physical therapy for a torn rotator cuff  
Gail Reiber  Undergoing long-term pain management and physical therapy for multiple health issues   
Bill Richter Uncle of Skalos Family – recovering from spine surgery and cancer 
Alida Schleyer Godmother of Alexandra Spallek–recovering from surgery following a serious biking accident 
Roy Shoop Doing well – pretty much at home these days 
Anna Stettler Grandmother of Randy Feger – doing very well in her recovery from heart attack  
Rosemary Stratton Sister of Lorrie Duda – doing well in her treatment for breast cancer 
Judy Tappe Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems 
Carl Trapp Brother of Carol Trapp – back to work part-time following severe head injury  
Olive Tritinger Currently at Manor Care ~ Bethel Park  
Chariti Young Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
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SECOND READING:                       1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In 
this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing 
church. 
 
9
How can we thank God enough for you in 
return for all the joy that we feel before our 
God because of you? 

10
Night and day we 

pray most earnestly that we may see you 
face to face and restore whatever is lacking 
in your faith. 
  

11
Now may our God and Father himself 

and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 

12
And may the Lord make you increase and 

abound in love for one another and for all, 
just as we abound in love for you. 

13
And may 

he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that 
you may be blameless before our God and 
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with 
all his saints. 

 

 GOSPEL:            Luke 21:25-36 
 

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there 
will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and 
receive God’s promised redemption. 

[Jesus said:] 
25
“There will be signs in the sun, 

the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the 
roaring of the sea and the waves. 

26
People 

will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. 

27
Then they will 

see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 
power and great glory. 

28
Now when these 

things begin to take place, stand up and 
raise your heads, because your redemption 
is drawing near.” 
  

29
Then he told them a parable: “Look at 

the fig tree and all the trees; 
30
as soon as 

they sprout leaves you can see for 
yourselves and know that summer is already 

near. 
31
So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near. 

32
Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all things have taken 
place. 

33
Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

my words will not pass away. 
  

34
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not 

weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and 
that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 
35
like a trap. For it will come upon all who 

live on the face of the whole earth. 
36
Be alert 

at all times, praying that you may have the 
strength to escape all these things that will 
take place, and to stand before the Son of 
Man.” 

 

Morning Advent Services will be offered the four Wednesdays of Advent 
 in our sanctuary. 

11AM ~ December 2, 9, 16, 23 
Please join us as we anticipate the arrival of the Christ Child! 

 

Come Come Come Come , , , , Thou LonThou LonThou LonThou Long Expected Jesus…g Expected Jesus…g Expected Jesus…g Expected Jesus…....
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

 
In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to 

join in the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers and 
non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic 
heritage, employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or 
mental abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we are all one 
in God’s eyes, we encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life 
of this congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we 
understand it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received 
from the Creator of us all. 

 
THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
 
SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 29, 2015 ~ 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am Sunday School for all ages  
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion 
  7:00pm Senior High Youth Group meets 
 
WEDNESDAY – DECEMBER 2, 2015  
 11:00 am Advent Worship Service 
 
THURSDAY – DECEMBER 3, 2015  
   7:00 pm Property Team Meeting  
 
FRIDAY – DECEMBER 4, 2015 - SUNDAY - DECEMBER 7, 2015 
   Jr. - Sr. High Youth Retreat at Lutherlyn 
 
SUNDAY – DECEMBER 7, 2015, 2015 ~ 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion 

 
 

 

Profesor español necesario para nuestra Pre-School !  Translation:  Spanish Teacher needed 
for our Pre-school!  Yes, our Pre-school is looking for  someone to teach basic Spanish to our pre-
school children on Wednesdays from 12:00 noon until 12:30.  If you know of anyone who may be 
intersted please contact the church office or talk to our Director, Lorie Kretz. 
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Congregational Christmas Party 
 

Save the Date for our Congregational Christmas Party! 
Friday, December 18

th
 ~ 6pm-9pm 

The Cider House by the Community Center in Treesdale 
Food and fun along with a visit from Santa!  Please plan on joining us! 

Watch for further details to come! 
 

 
Good Samaritan Fund ~ During the months of November and December, donations to 
Second Mile Giving will go to the Good Samaritan Fund.  The fund is used to help members and 
friends of our own congregation and community or travelers who find themselves in a strange 
area in need of assistance with food, clothing, shelter and gas. This fund is one way that the 
congregation responds to the great commission to help the less fortunate. Please give generously 
this holiday season so we can in turn help others. 
 

 

         Social Outreach News!  

 
Thank you for your generous donations of Green Beans and Mashed Potatoes! They will 
complement Light of Life's Thanksgiving baskets that will be delivered Thanksgiving week to 
residents of subsidized housing who can prepare their own dinners.   
 
Second Mile Update 
For the months of November and December, your donations will go toward PHLC’s Good 
Samaritan Fund.   Please remember your blessings and to give generously to help the less 
fortunate.                   
 
Important Dates: Sunday, December 13th! 
 
Deadline for Light of Life Christmas gifts – Our Christmas Giving Tree will be set up and 
tags ready to choose from on Nov 29. 

 
Sunday, December 13 at 7 pm “Circle of Friends” Christmas Chorus Concert in our Sanctuary. 
Bring a friend! No tickets required. Good will offerings will go towards Mars Home for Youth.  
 
Get involved!  
We are looking for new members who want to join us in January! We meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 7 pm at the church. Please consider serving on the Social Outreach Ministry Team 
- contact Gisela Spallek at gisela@spallek.com or 724-799-0603.

 


