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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                         First Sunday of Advent – November 27, 2016 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Jena Oberg         8:30   Jena Oberg 
11:00   Cyndi Chiodo       11:00   Jim Nicotero 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 

Ushe   8:30    Nick Dinderman                                     8:30    Bob Jack / Randy Feger 
                11:00    Mary Ella/Delaney McCarthy                  11:00    Jay & Sue Frerotte 
                                             

         1111                           
                                            Nursery: Tori Roller    Altar Guild: Mary Kay Dinderman  

                                                         Jill Gruber           
                                                                                               Lisa Ferguson 
                                           Children’s Sermon/Church: Elaine Roller  
                                           Officers of the Day: Jena Oberg / Evens Augustin 

 
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by the Duda Family in memory of 

all loved ones.  
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  

are on active military duty around the world.  
 
Welcome to guest violinist, Regina Givi. We appreciate her enhancing our worship!  

                                                                    

  Sunday Service Music 

 
8:30 Service ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 

 
 
11:00 Service   ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Chuck Marohnic 

Entrance Hymn Mary Did You Know Insert 

Hymn of the Day Even So Come Insert 

Offertory Music Celtic Cradle Song David Huntsinger 

Communion Music Light of the World Insert 

Closing Song Soon and Very Soon ELW 439 

 

Prelude Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Chuck Marohnic 

Entrance Hymn Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW 239 

Hymn of the Day Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW 254 

Offertory Music Advent Introit and Amen Ralph Manuel 
Communion Music Soon and Very Soon ELW 439 

Closing Song The King Shall Come ELW 260 
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First Sunday of Advent                                                        November 27, 2016 

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul 

and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. 

Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no 

more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what 

we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the 
promises of God.

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5                                                                                                                          
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God 
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the 
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in that light of that Lord now!” 

1
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw 

concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
          2

In days to come 
the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
  

3
Many peoples shall come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
      

4
He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

5
O house of Jacob, 

come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD! 

Psalm: Psalm 122                                                                                                                                               
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” (Ps. 122:1) 

 
1
I was glad when they | said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 
 

2
Now our | feet are standing 

  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 

3
Jerusalem is built | as a city 

  that is at unity | with itself; 
 

4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD.  
 

5
For there are the | thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the | house of David. 
 

6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 

  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
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7
Peace be with- | in your walls 

  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
 

8
For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 

  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 

9
Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 

  I will seek to | do you good.” 

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14                                                                                                                 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light 
of Christ’s coming in the future. 

11
Besides this, you know what time it is, how 

it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; 

12
the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 
the works of darkness and put on the armor 

of light; 
13

let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 

14
Instead, put on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44                                                                                                                  
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, unexpected event that will bring 
salvation or judgment upon people caught up in the usual affairs of daily life. He urges 
people to be alert and expectant. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 
36

“About that 
day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 

37
For as the days of Noah were, so 

will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38

For 
as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, 

39
and they knew nothing until the flood 

came and swept them all away, so too will 
be the coming of the Son of Man.  
 

 

40
Then two will be in the field; one will be 

taken and one will be left. 
41

Two women will 
be grinding meal together; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 

42
Keep awake therefore, 

for you do not know on what day your Lord 
is coming. 

43
But understand this: if the 

owner of the house had known in what part 
of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let 
his house be broken into. 

44
Therefore you 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.”

 

                       Come , Thou Long-Expected Jesus… 
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            

We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  

have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join 

in the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers and non-

believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic heritage, 

employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or mental abilities, 

race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we are all one in God’s eyes, we 

encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of this congregation as 

we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we understand it, and to do any 

less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received from the Creator of us all. 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 27, 2016 ~ FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 

   NO Sunday School today 

 11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion 

 

WEDNESDAY – NOVEMBER 30, 2016  

11:00 am Morning Advent Service 

 6:00 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

 7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 

 7:00 pm Mutual Ministry Team meets  

 

THURSDAY – DECEMBER 1, 2016 

 6:30 pm Children’s Christmas Pageant rehearsal 

 7:00 pm Property Team meets 

 

FRI-SUN – DECEMBER 2- 4, 2016  

 Youth Retreat at Lutherlyn 

 

SUNDAY – DECEMBER 4, 2016 ~ SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 

  9:45 am Sunday School 

 11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion 

 

     Morning Advent      

Services 

will be offered the four 

Wednesdays of Advent  

in our sanctuary. 

~ 11AM ~  

November 30  

December 7, 14, 21 

Please join us as we 

anticipate the arrival  

of the Christ Child! 
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Vibrant Seniors Dinner Group                                                                                                                                   

December Dinner will be on a Saturday evening for the first time!                                                                         

The Date is December 10 @ 5:30pm.                                                                                                                          

The Place is Pines Tavern, with its famous Christmas Decorations!                                                                                                                               

5018 Bakerstown Road Gibsonia PA 15044                                                                                                                               

Those interested in joining us should contact Dick Cherry ~ 724-772-5276 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH CHRISTMAS PARTY! 

Date: Sunday, December 11, 2016 

Time: 5:00 - 7:00 pm 

Location: Treesdale Community Center 

 

A Christmas Potluck meal will be served. Ham and turkey will be provided. Please bring a side dish to 

share. There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex beginning this Sunday. 

There will be a holiday craft for the kids followed by gift wrapping.  

Also, for the kids, Santa is coming! Make sure to bring your list and ask Santa for EVERYTHING! 

Also, the FIRST ANNUAL PHLC COOKIE CONTEST! Please bring at least a dozen of your best holiday 

cookie recipe to enter the cookie contest. A group of 3-5 judges will pick the favorite. The winner will 

receive an awesome trophy. 

PARENTS: If you are not familiar with how SANTA provides gifts…please contact the church office   

 

       

Pay~a~Bill Campaign Update ~ $5,388.83 has been donated so far for our Pay-a-Bill Campaign. 

Our appreciation goes out to those who have chosen a bill to pay for our church. Inserted in your 

bulletin is a list of common bills that we incur annually or monthly. We thank you in advance if you  

are able to participate in this campaign!   

  

                           MONTHLY BUDGET ANALYSIS 

OCTOBER 2016  OTHER TOTAL  BUDGET 

 GIVING INCOME INCOME EXPENSE BALANCE 

BUDGET 224517 43533 268050 268050  

ACTUAL 213861 45844 260705 263451  

DIFFERENCE -10656 2311 -7345 4599 -2746 

              The Balance Sheet for October 31, 2016 lists minus $7969 in Operating Fund. 
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SHARE JOY AND LOVE THIS CHRISTMAS!  

Thank you for taking one or more tags from our Christmas Giving Tree!    

Please remember that your donations (placed in a Christmas gift bag but         

not otherwise wrapped) are due December 11
th

.  

They will be delivered to MHY and Light of Life on Monday, December 12
th

. 

 

Social Outreach News 

PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help 

FAIR TRADE SHOP OPEN NEXT SUNDAY ~ December 4 may be your last chance this year to         

re-stock your favorite coffee for the Holidays and also to get "stocking stuffers". We are introducing 

"Winter Minis" chocolates for Christmas celebrating. Also, why not consider boxes of tea as "stocking 

stuffers"? 

HAITI EMERGENCY RESPONSE ~ Lutheran World Relief, which has been at work in Haiti for 20 

years, is working with other disaster responders to provide immediate relief to victims of Hurricane 

Matthew. The Social Outreach Ministry Team here at PHLC is at work on longer term plans to make 

Haiti our focus for all of 2017.  

 

Post-election Statement from LAMPa ~The rancor of this campaign season has uncovered 

divisions and hostilities that will not disappear by swearing-in day. In the months ahead, LAMPa 

will continue to equip disciples to live into their baptismal call to strive for justice and peace. For 

making sense of the present, ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton offered this the day after the 

election:   

 - After this long and divisive campaign, many of us woke up feeling weary, but we all woke up in 

the same country. No human candidate can guarantee our life or our future. That is work that God 

has done through the death and resurrection of Jesus, and in baptism, we are joined to that same 

death and resurrection 

- Now we get back to work, doing the things the church has always done: welcome the stranger, 

feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick and those in prison, work for justice and peace in 

all the earth, all in the name of the one who is our hope, our life, and our peace: Jesus. 

 

Good Samaritan Fund ~ During the months of November and December, donations to Second 

Mile Giving will go to the Good Samaritan Fund.  The fund is used to help members and friends of 

our own congregation and community or travelers who find themselves in a strange area in need 

of assistance with food, clothing, shelter and gas. This fund is one way that the congregation 

responds to the great commission to help the less fortunate. Please give generously this holiday 

season so we can in turn help others. 
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          Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~  
 

              Laura Burton Bertorello Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray who lost her husband David to brain cancer  

Evelyn Block           St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 

Borden Family           Sister-in-law diagnosed with multiple originations of cancer 

Dick Cherry                Recovering from minor eye surgery  

Gina Denucci           Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma  

The Doughertys         Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 

Feger Family             On the passing of Randy’s grandmother, Anna Stettler, November 14
th

     

Kristine Finck           Friend of the Beatty Family recovering from surgery for breast cancer   

Kris Frank           Friend of Craig & Karen Slusser - Being treated for cancer 

Friend           Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease! 

Friends           PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti 

Joan Gruber           Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer 

Gloria Henze           Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – facing end stage MS at St. Barnabas 

Meghan Hoffman   9
th

 grader at Pine Richland High School continues to battle leukemia 

Joe Hallos           Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer 

Judith Heinsberg    Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – dealing with health issues related to chemo 

Sandra Johnston        Mother of Tracy Schlor – in hospice care 

Jack Karasack          Doing well (St. Jude’s) following surgery this past Monday that removed most of brain tumor! 

Joan Kretschmaier      Gaining strength daily and doing better in her recovery following surgery and hospital stays 

Javier La Fianza           Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues 

Rueith Lewis           Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma      

Ed Lynch           Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues 

Linda Lynch           Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo 

Helen Malkowski    Mother of Mike & April– struggling with various health issues & a fractured ankle bone 

Jeanne Martinez    Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty 

Ethan James Marton   Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues 

Kathy Marweg           Needs extra prayers for ongoing health issues ~ undergoing a new treatment  

Mike Moore           Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 years old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications 

Ed Morgan           Father of friend of Lisa Augustin – recovering from 4
th

 heart attack 

The Nicholsons           Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health related issues  

Lenny Radnor           Friend of the Claus families battle Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  

Brian Reiber           Continues a long recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  

Gail Reiber            Hopeful in undergoing a new treatment to stimulate bone growth in right arm 

Victoria Schminky   Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  

Aneva Scott           Cousin of Lisa Augustin – having serious pregnancy complications  

Gerda Sousa           Mother of our member, Karin Sousa – recovering from surgery in Germany 

Judy Tappe           Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems 

Steve Waltman           Boyfriend of Barb Grosick – recovering from quadruple bypass surgery  

Angie Weaver           Recovering from a broken rib after a fall  

Chariti Young   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
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 GIVING INCOME INCOME EXPENSE BALANCE 

Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 
 
Mailing Address:         Staff: 

             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                          Mr. Kyle Davies                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            

             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                      Mrs. Elaine Roller 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Building Maintenance:                      Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:                    Mr. Josh Frazier 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
Fall/Winter Church Office Hours:                                                                          

Monday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 3:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

