
 1 

               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                              Sixth Sunday of Easter – May 21, 2017 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Kevin Olson         8:30   Lisa Augustin 
11:00   Cyndi Chiodo       11:00   Cyndi Chiodo   
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 

Ushe   8:30    Victor/C.J. Williams                      8:30   TBD  
                11:00    Christian Gaertner                     11:00   Jeff & Cheryl McGill 
                                             

         1111                           
                                            Nursery: Duda Family    Altar Guild: Kim Williams   

                                                                  Cheryl McGill            
                                                                                               Lisa Ferguson 
                                           Children’s Sermon/Church: Tina Lentz 
                                           Officers of the Day: Jeff Davis / Jeff Buss 

 
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Ron & Pat Bolster in memory of 

Ron’s mom, Janet Bolster.  
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  

are on active military duty around the world.                                                                      
 
  Sunday Service Music 
 
8:30 Service ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 

 
 
 
11:00 Service   ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude Lord I Need You Matt Maher 

Entrance Hymn 10,000 Reasons  Insert 

Hymn of the Day The Potter’s Hand WP 75 

Offertory Music We Are Sent into the World ~ choir Ricky Manolo 
Communion Music Hungry WP 65 

Closing Song Indescribable WS 63 

 

Prelude Christ Has Risen, Alleluia! Howard Olson 

Entrance Hymn Come, Thou Almighty King ELW 408 

Hymn of the Day I Sing a Song of the Saints of God  Insert 

Offertory Music Blessing, Honor and Glory Geoff Bullock 
Communion Music Bread of Life from Heaven ELW 474 

Closing Song Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  ELW 547 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                                  May 21, 2017                             
Jesus does not leave his followers orphaned. Through the Holy Spirit Jesus comes to abide with his 

disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in 

us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the 

Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish 
or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven 
and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and 
said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. 23For as I 
went through the city and looked carefully at 
the objects of your worship, I found among 
them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The 
God who made the world and everything in 
it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in shrines made by human hands, 
25nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mortals life and breath 
and all things. 26From one ancestor he made 
all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 
allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would 
live, 27so that they would search for God and 

perhaps grope for him and find him—though 
indeed he is not far from each one of us. 
28For ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets 
have said,  
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not 
to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of mortals. 30While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, 
now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, 31because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead.” 

 

Psalm: Psalm 66:8-20 
8Bless our | God, you peoples; 
let the sound of | praise be heard. 
 9Our God has kept us a- | mong the 
living 
 and has not allowed our | feet to slip.  
 10For you, O God, have | tested us; 
 you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried. 
 11You brought us in- | to the net;        
you laid heavy burdens up | on our 
backs. 
 12You let people ride over our heads; we 
went through | fire and water, 

but you brought us out into a place | of 
refreshment. 
13I will enter your house | with burnt 
offerings 
  and will pay | you my vows— 
14those that I promised | with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I | was in 
trouble. 
 15I will offer you burnt offerings of 
fatlings with the | smoke of rams; 
  I will give you ox- | en and goats.  
 16Come and listen, all you | who believe, 
& I will tell you what God has | done for me. 
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 17I called out to God | with my mouth, 
 and praised the Lord | with my tongue. 
 18If I had cherished evil | in my heart, 
  the Lord would | not have heard me; 
 19but in truth | God has heard me 

and has attended to the sound | of my 
prayer. 
 20Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed 
my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing | love from me. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
Christians have a zeal for doing what is right in God’s eyes no matter what the circumstances. In baptism we 
are saved & made alive. Our beliefs and behavior are to be a matter of public record just as our baptism is. 
13Who will harm you if you are eager to 
do what is good? 14But even if you do 
suffer for doing what is right, you are 
blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and 
do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts 
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready 
to make your defense to anyone who 
demands from you an accounting for the 
hope that is in you; 16yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your 
good conduct in Christ may be put to 
shame. 17For it is better to suffer for 
doing good, if suffering should be God’s 
will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 

to bring you to God. He was put to death 
in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 
19in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
20who in former times did not obey, when 
God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. 21And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not as a 
removal of dirt from the body, but as an 
appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
22who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to 
him.

 Gospel: John 14:15-21 
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments 
and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If 
you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you forever. 
17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. 
You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I 

am coming to you. 19In a little while 
the world will no longer see me, but 
you will see me; because I live, you 
also will live. 20On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. 21They who 
have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and 
those who love me will be loved by 
my Father, and I will love them and 
reveal myself to them.” 
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join in 
the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers and 

non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic heritage, 
employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or mental abilities, 
race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we are all one in God’s eyes, we 
encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of this congregation as we 
witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we understand it, and to do any less 
would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received from the Creator of us all. 

 

THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
SUNDAY – MAY 21, 2017 – COMPASSION SUNDAY 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am Sunday School final day – Dessert Walk! 
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion  
  5:30 pm  Vibrant Seniors Dinner at TGIFriday’s 
 
WEDNESDAY – MAY 24, 2017 
  7:00 pm Contemporary Praise Worship Service 
 
SUNDAY – MAY 28, 2017 – MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR SUMMER 
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion – Service Time Change!  
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE ~ Begins next week ~ May 28th ~ Memorial Day weekend 
8:30 Traditional Worship ~ 10:00 Contemporary Worship (one hour earlier than normal) 

NO Sunday School (beginning May 28th) or Children’s Church for the summer. 
SUMMER CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ~ Begin May 30th through Labor Day 

 Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday from 9AM - 12PM 

 

We encourage you to take the ‘WELCOME’ insert portion of the bulletin home with you each 
Sunday – but ask you to please leave the colorful outer bulletin portion (service) in the basket at 

the usher’s station. We reuse these bulletins each week – and the cost of purchasing and printing 

more covers is something we would like to avoid if possible. 😊 Thank you! 

 
                                                     LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!  

1) The new fence on the parsonage portion of the church property is ready to be stained & 
sealed! If you are able to help – the date is Saturday, June 3rd – 9:00am. Thanks!  

2) Are you a computer geek? The church staff is looking for someone knowledgeable with 
computers to provide support when we run into a problem beyond our capabilities!  
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Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the Sheets Family on the passing of our 
fellow member Mae Sheets, Wednesday, May 17, 2017. She and her family have 
been longtime members here at PHLC. Mae has lived in a personal care home for 
quite a few years and before moving there lived in the neighborhood right behind 
the church. We ask you to keep her family and circle of friends close in prayer as 
they grieve the loss of their beloved mother, grandmother and great-grandmother.  

PHLC Night at the Pirate Game!  The Fellowship Team is organizing PHLC 
Night at the Pirate Game on Monday, August 21, 2017. The game against the LA 
Dodgers will begin at 7 pm. Tickets are $25 and will include a $5 voucher to 
spend inside the stadium. Plan on joining your fellow members and friends for a 
fun family evening at the most beautiful ballpark in the U.S., as we cheer on the 
Buccos! Watch for a sign-up sheet in the narthex and other details about this fun 
event.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Social Outreach News 
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help 

"Remember: the most important rule is golden." 

COMPASSION SUNDAY – TODAY! Our congregation will join thousands of other 

congregations worldwide to celebrate “Compassion Sunday” today, May 21st. Compassion 
International is a non-profit organization that strives to release children from poverty in Jesus’ 
name. They are Church Based, Child Focused and Christ Centered. Our Second Mile Giving for 
the 2nd Quarter is being designated for Compassion International ~ Haiti Child Development 
Centers. For more information, please contact Jeff McGill. 
 

Second Mile Giving Update 
Compassion International ~ Haiti Child Development Centers 

Donations 4/1/17 through 5/16/17: $793 

 
                                                  SPRING CLEANING COLLECTION! 
                                                             April 30 – June 4 
                            Needed for North Hills Community Outreach 
Cleaning supplies are not often donated to our pantries, yet our families can really use them. 
Please help those in crisis, hardship and poverty by donating! 

*Laundry Detergent (100 fl. oz. max) 
*Antibacterial wipes 
*All-purpose cleaner 
*Toilet Bowl Cleaner 

*Dish Detergent 
*Pack of Sponges 
*Roll of Paper Towels 

 
ADVOCACY CONVENING: ELCA Advocacy hosted our 2017 Advocacy Convening in March. This 
event brought together bishops, local community leaders, and faith partners in Washington, D.C. 
Convening participants, joined by religious representatives attending LIRS’ Lutheran Immigration 
Leadership Summit, urged lawmakers to welcome and protect vulnerable refugees and migrants. 
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CONGRATULATIONS go out to fellow members Lori and Phillip Elgin on the arrival 
of their son, Zachary Todd Elgin! Zachary is the new little brother to Luca! He 
arrived April 29th, weighing 6 lbs. 12 oz.~ 19 inches. Our PHLC congregational 
family is richly blessed with so many beautiful children. We look forward to meeting 
little Zachary and ask for many blessings on the Elgin Family! 

 
THANK YOU TO ALL MOTHER’S DAY BLANKET “LIST MAKERS” ~ Because of you we will 
be sending $1285 to the Church World Service blanket mission! That is more than enough to 
earn the 2017 Honor Patch for our banner in the Narthex. The only way a congregation of our 
size can achieve this goal is for each donor to give numerous blankets. That is what you did and 
our goal was achieved.  BLESSED ARE THE LIST MAKERS! Onward to 2018!                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                
YOUTH NEWS! 

GRADUATES! It's that time of year again! If you have a graduate in your family (High school, 
College, Grad school, Technical school,  etc.)  - or know of a graduate from the congregation -- 
please send us their information! We want to recognize as many grads as possible!                               
Please email Elaine Roller: familyministries@phlc.org 
Name of graduate 
School of graduation  
Date of graduation 

Degree earned (college grads) 
Future plans (college/tech school 
choice & major...employment....) 

 
 
Annual Cake Walk ~ Final day of Sunday School ~ TODAY! Sunday May 21st ! 
Please join us this morning for our Annual Cake Walk to celebrate another 
fantastic year of Sunday School. Please remember to bring a dessert for each 
person participating. 

                                                                                                                      
Vacation Bible School ~ July 17th – 21st ~ 9:30am-12:30pm  

We are currently looking for Youth (entering 6th grade in the fall or older) and 
Adult volunteers to help staff our Vacation Bible School this summer. We have 
a need for both station leaders and group leaders. If you are able to help, 
please contact Elaine Roller (familyministries@phlc.org) to volunteer. It is 
always a rewarding and awesome week. You don’t want to miss out on the 
opportunity to participate!! 

 

April 2017  OTHER TOTAL  BUDGET 

 GIVING INCOME INCOME EXPENSE BALANCE 

BUDGET 97540 13699 111239 110718  

ACTUAL 80850 9187 90037 112710  
DIFFERENCE -16690 -4512 -21202 -1992 -23194 

The Balance Sheet for April lists minus $18,412 in Operating Fund. 
Includes all budget and designated budget giving. 
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~Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~  
 
George Armstrong   Stepfather of Greg Cercone – recovering from pneumonia in both lungs  
Evelyn Block   St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility  
Croker Family   Neighbors of PHLC who lost their home in a fire  
Gina Denucci   Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma 
The Doughertys   Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues  
Kristine Finck   Friend of the Beattys recovering / reconstructive surgery following mastectomy  
Kris Frank   Friend of Craig & Karen Slusser - Being treated for cancer  
Friend    Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease!  
Friends    PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti  
Joan Gruber   Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer  
Billy Hefner  Recovering at home following surgery for a broken hip 
Gloria Henze   Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – St. Barnabas resident  
Joe Hallos   Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer  
Judith Heinsberg   Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – dealing with health issues related to chemo  
Jack Karasack   Joyfully returned to PGH following treatment of brain tumor @ St. Jude!  
Barbara Kinder   Sister of Rose Schultheis – rehabilitating following a stroke in December 
Joan Kretschmaier  Home following recent hospital stay  
Javier La Fianza   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues  
Rueith Lewis   Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma  
Ed Lynch    Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues  
Linda Lynch   Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo  
Helen Malkowski   Mother of Mike & April– Recovering from surgery in New Jersey  
Jessi Marsh   Director of Development at ‘Light of Life’ – recovering from lung surgery  
Jeanne Martinez   Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty  
Ethan James Marton  Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues  
Kathy Marweg   Doing well following lung procedure                                                                                                         
Mike Moore   Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 yrs old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications  
The Nicholsons   Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health related issues  
Lenny Radnor   Friend of the Claus families battle Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Joe Rauso   Close family friend of the Rollers –recovering from a stroke  
Brian Reiber   Continues a long recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  
Gail Reiber   Hopeful in undergoing a new treatment to deal with bone issues  
Lincoln Rice   Son of Kevin & Jen – coping with allergies & asthma – recent ear tubes procedure 
Amanda Schlor   Doing well in her recovery from spinal surgery  
Victoria Schminky   Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Judy Tappe   Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems  
Hailey Tesner   Needs prayers dealing with health issues  
Williams Family   Good friends of Todd Tesner – Kristen passed away from brain tumor  
Chariti Young   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
 
The Bereaved:   The Sheets Family on the passing of our fellow member ~ Mae Sheets 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 
 
Mailing Address:         Staff: 

             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                          Mr. Kyle Davies                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            

             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                     Mrs. Elaine Roller 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Building Maintenance:                      Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:              Mr. Jacob Patterson 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
Spring/Summer Church Office Hours:                                                                          

Tuesday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 12:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

 
Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church           
in America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

