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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                           8th Sunday after Pentecost – July 30, 2017 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   TBD           8:30   TBD 
10:00   TBD         10:00   Jay Frerotte 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 
Ushe   8:30    Logan Schlor                       8:30   Jeff & Deb Martin  
                10:00    Ethan Augustin                     10:00   Jeff & Jane Buss  
                                             

         1111                           
                                            Nursery: Sue Gaertner    Altar Guild: Cyndi Chiodo  
                                                          Jill Gruber          
                                                                                                Lisa Ferguson 
                                           Children’s Sermon: Leslie Straub 
                                           Officers of the Day: Greg Cercone / Cyndi Chiodo 

 
The Altar Flowers today are given to the glory of God by Jay & Sue Frerotte in 
celebration of their wedding anniversary!  
Also to the glory of God by the Augustin Family in celebration of Adia’s 20th birthday!  
 
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  
are on active military duty around the world.                                                  
    
 
                                Sunday Service Music 
 
8:30 Service    ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)          WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10:00 Service      ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)          WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude O Come To The Altar Elevation Worship 

Entrance Hymn In Christ Alone WS 133 

Hymn of the Day Our God WS 201 

Offertory Music Never Once Matt Redman 
Communion Music Seek Ye First WS145 

Closing Song We Are Called ELW 720 

 

Prelude Jesus, Priceless Treasure Johann Franck 

Entrance Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705 

Hymn of the Day What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ELW 774 

Offertory Music Seek Ye First  
Communion Music Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup ELW 492 

Closing Song Be Thou My Vision ELW 793 
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8th Sunday after Pentecost                                                   July 30, 2017                              

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s 

gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a 

sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great 

catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us 

first!

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him 
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. In verse 13 God gives him additional honor 
and riches beyond compare. 
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon 
in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, 
“You have shown great and steadfast love to 
your servant my father David, because he 
walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you; and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and have given 
him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And 
now, O LORD my God, you have made your 
servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. 8And your 
servant is in the midst of the people whom 
you have chosen, a great people, so 

numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. 9Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, 
able to discern between good and evil; for 
who can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had 
asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for 
yourself long life or riches, or for the life of 
your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 12I 
now do according to your word. Indeed I 
give you a wise and discerning mind; no one 
like you has been before you and no one 
like you shall arise after you.” 

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the 
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. 
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love. 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we 
do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words. 27And God, who searches 
the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together 
for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 29For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn within a 
large family. 30And those whom he 
predestined he also called; and those whom 
he called he also justified; and those whom 
he justified he also glorified. 
  31What then are we to say about these 
things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
32He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33Who will 



 3 

bring any charge against God’s elect? It is 
God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It 
is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36As it is written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day 
long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom 
of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this 
announcement for people’s lives. 
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed 
in his field;32it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so 
that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three 
measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on 

finding one pearl of great value, he went and 
sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they 
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it 
will be at the end of the age. The angels will 
come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50and throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They 
answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been 
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 
 
The 'Vibrant Seniors Dinner’ on Sunday, August 27, 5:30 PM will be held 

at BRAVO’s on Rt. 19 -  Cranberry/Warrendale.  To let us know you will 
be joining us please call or email Jack Voelzke – 724-452-3605 or 
 voelzkejohn@gmail.com 
 If you are new to the group, welcome!   
 

mailto:voelzkejohn@gmail.com
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join in 
the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers and 

non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic heritage, 
employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or mental abilities, 
race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we are all one in God’s eyes, we 
encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of this congregation as 
we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we understand it, and to do any 
less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received from the Creator of us all. 

 

THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
SUNDAY – JULY 30, 2017  
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR SUMMER 
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion  
 
WEDNESDAY – AUGUST 2, 2017 
 7:00 pm Contemporary Praise Worship Service 
 
THURSDAY – AUGUST 3, 2017 
 Church / Community members leave for Germany 
 
SUNDAY – AUGUST 6, 2017  
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR SUMMER 
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion  
 

 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 Traditional Worship ~ 10:00 Contemporary Worship ~ 7PM Wednesday Worship  
NO Sunday School or Children’s Church for the summer. 
SUMMER CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ~ through Labor Day 

 Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday from 9AM - 12Pm 
 
 

 
PHLC Night at the Pirate Game!  The Fellowship Team is organizing PHLC Night at the Pirate 
Game on Monday, August 21, 2017. The game against the LA Dodgers will 
begin at 7 pm. Tickets are $25 and will include a $5 voucher to spend inside the 
stadium. Plan on joining your fellow members and friends for a fun family 
evening at the most beautiful ballpark in the U.S., as we cheer on the Buccos! 
Visit the sign-up sheet in the narthex today!   
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God Speed Pastor Ferguson! We wish Pastor Ferguson (and Laura!) 
all the best as they travel in Germany to celebrate the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation! They will spend two weeks in Wittenberg – Martin 
Luther’s hometown – and Pastor will preach at St. Ann’s, Luther’s home 
congregation. The rest of the group from the church and community will 
catch up with them on August 4th for worship and additional travels. 
God’s blessings on this historical experience! 

 

Congratulations to our member Miranda Tate and Ryan Barnes who 
were united in marriage Friday, August 4th! We ask God’s richest 
blessings on the love in their hearts and their life together. 

 

Music Teacher - Perry Highway Lutheran Pre-K is in search of a part-time Music teacher. If you 
know of anyone interested – please contact Director Laurie Kretz – 724-935-4605.  

 

Thank you, Elaine Roller! 
Due to the recent success and growth of the PHL Preschool, Elaine Roller will 
once again have an afternoon 4/5 PreK class to teach!  Unfortunately, this 
means that Elaine has resigned from her position as Director of Family 
Ministries at our church so that she can focus on her additional class at our 
Preschool.  We thank Elaine for all of her work as Director of Family Ministries 
and know that she will continue to positively influence the youth in our building. 
  
 

Welcome, Jason Dauer! 
Help us welcome Jason Dauer as our new Director of Family Ministries!  Today’s is Jason’s first 
day!  Jason is a recent graduate of Grove City College where he received High Honors with his 
BA in Communication Studies and also received a BA in Biblical & Religious Studies.  Last year 
Jason obtained a Youth Ministry Certificate from the Miller Summer Youth Institute.  Jason has 
experience developing and managing a variety of programs and has worked in a leadership 
position with youth at several local churches over the past few years.  He was an Eagle Scout in 
his youth and was in the Grove City College Orchestra for four years.  We are excited to welcome 
Jason as our new Director of Family Ministries and look forward to working with him to develop 
strong and fun youth programs at our church! 
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Social Outreach News 
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help 

"Remember: the most important rule is golden." 

WE ARE ON THE WEBSITE! —The latest news from ELCA Advocacy and LAMPa is now 
available on the PHLC.org Website. This should be a convenient alternative to picking up hard 
copies from the Advocacy Table in the Narthex.                                                                                                                                   

WE HAVE REACHED A NEW HIGH --- The total number of children being sponsored through 
Compassion International by members and friends of PHLC has now reached a total of 35.                                   

2017 FOCUS ON HAITI --- Second Mile giving for the 3rd Quarter will be directed to school 
supplies for the HA 684 Child Development Center. This is the development center for all the 
children sponsored during this year’s Compassion Sunday program. 

                                               ELCA Advocacy July Update                                                                                                                                             

IMMIGRATION: On June 16, Department of Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly took back the 
Deferred Action for Parental Arrivals (DAPA) policy. DAPA, which was signed by President Obama 
and was never implemented, would have provided deportation relief for undocumented parents of 
U.S. citizens children. At the end of June, the U.S. Supreme Court agreed to review rulings from 
lower courts that blocked the implementation of President Trump’s executive order on refugees. In 
addition, the court granted the Trump administration’s request to allow a part of the travel ban that 
prevents citizens from six countries without ties to the U.S. to be denied entry into the U.S. ELCA 
Advocacy is coordinating with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) to ensure our full 
support for the refugee resettlement program. 
 
WOMEN AND PEACE: On June 20, the House of Representatives passed the Women, Peace, 
and Security Act of 2017 (H.R. 2484), a bill requiring the U.S. government to promote meaningful 
participation of women in mediation and negotiation processes that seek to prevent, mitigate or 
resolve violent conflict. The bill will now go to the Senate for consideration. ELCA Advocacy is 
monitoring the bill and continues to support women’s inclusion in peace processes worldwide.        

                                                         

 
June 2017  OTHER TOTAL  BUDGET 

 GIVING INCOME INCOME EXPENSE BALANCE 

BUDGET 144702 20549 165251 166080  

ACTUAL 118576 20205 138781 163801  
DIFFERENCE -26126 -344 -26470 2279 -24191 

The Balance Sheet for June lists MINUS $12,696 in Operating Fund. 
$10,000 has been borrowed from PHLC Line of Credit Reserve 

Includes all budget and designated budget giving.                      
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                           ~ Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~ 
Mark Beatty  Son of Sally & Mark – prayers for healing and guidance with health issue decisions   
Evelyn Block   St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Greg Cercone  Dealing with ongoing health issue  - slowly improving!  
Dick Cherry   Currently at St. John’s Rehabilitation Center (Mars)  
Gina Denucci   Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma 
Mary Kay DInderman Back home – prayers for healing 
The Doughertys   Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Bruce & Ruth Ann Ellis Aunt & Uncle of Leslie Straub – ill with dementia - prayers for their health & relationship  
Kristine Finck   Friend of the Beattys recovering / reconstructive surgery following mastectomy  
Kris Frank   Friend of Craig & Karen Slusser - Being treated for cancer  
Friend    Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease!  
Friends    PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti  
Kelly Garrow  Recovering at home following hip replacement on July 12th  
Joan Gruber   Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer  
Gloria Henze   Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – St. Barnabas resident  
Joe Hallos   Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer  
Judith Heinsberg   Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – dealing with health issues related to chemo  
Jack Karasack   Doing well this summer in PGH following successful treatment of brain tumor!  
Gary Kottner  Husband of Joyce Lydick Kottner – recovering following successful spinal surgery  
Joan Kretschmaier  Recovering following recent hospitalization  
Javier La Fianza   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues  
Rueith Lewis   Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma  
Ed Lynch    Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues  
Linda Lynch   Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo  
Helen Malkowski   Mother of Mike & April– Doing much better in her recovery at home in New Jersey  
Jeanne Martinez   Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty  
Ethan James Marton  Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues  
Kathy Marweg   Continuing cycle of treatment for her condition                                                                                     
Mike Moore   Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 yrs old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications  
The Nicholsons   Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health-related issues  
Lenny Radnor   Friend of the Claus families battling Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Joe Rauso   Close family friend of the Rollers –recovering from a stroke  
Brian Reiber   Doing better in his recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  
Gail Reiber   Hopeful in undergoing a new treatment to deal with bone issues – additional surgery  
Lincoln Rice   Son of Kevin & Jen – coping with allergies & asthma – ear tubes procedure 
Amanda Schlor   Doing well in her recovery & therapy following spinal surgery  
Victoria Schminky   Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Judy Tappe   Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems  
Hailey Tesner   Needs prayers dealing with health issues  
Williams Family   Good friends of Todd Tesner – Kristen passed away from brain tumor  
Chariti Young   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
Elaine Younkin  Friend of Steve & Judy Weber Family – sick/hospitalized 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 

 
Mailing Address:         Staff: 
             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                          Mr. Kyle Davies                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            
             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                       Mr. Jason Dauer 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Building Maintenance:                      Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:              Mr. Jacob Patterson 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
Spring/Summer Church Office Hours:                                                                          
Tuesday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 12:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

 
Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church           
in America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

