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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                           7th Sunday after Pentecost – July 23, 2017 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Kevin Olson         8:30   Kevin Olson 
10:00   Cyndi Chiodo       10:00   Lisa Tiller 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 
Ushe   8:30    Nick Dinderman                       8:30   Jeff & Deb Martin  
                10:00    C.J. Williams                     10:00   Jeff & Jane Buss  
                                             

         1111                           
                                            Nursery: Vicki Ferrence Ray   Altar Guild: Cyndi Chiodo  
                                                          Cheryl McGill          
                                                                                                Lisa Olson 
                                           Children’s Sermon: Elaine Roller 
                                           Officers of the Day: Greg Cercone / Cyndi Chiodo 

 
The Altar Flowers today are given to the glory of God in honor of Betty and Russ 
Barkey’s 50th wedding anniversary July 22nd! 
Also to the glory of God by Lisa Augustin in memory of her grandmother’s birthday  
on July 24th.  
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  
are on active military duty around the world.                                                  
    
 
                                Sunday Service Music 
 
8:30 Service    ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)          WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10:00 Service      ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)          WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude   

Entrance Hymn 10,000 Reasons WS 179 

Hymn of the Day In Christ Alone WS 133 

Offertory Music   
Communion Music Hungry  WS 45 

Closing Song He Is Good WS 222 

 

Prelude   

Entrance Hymn Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ELW 693 

Hymn of the Day Great Is Thy Faithfulness ELW 733 

Offertory Music   
Communion Music Eat This Bread ELW 472 

Closing Song For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679 
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7th Sunday after Pentecost                                                   July 23, 2017                              

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the 

weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day 

that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within 

us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to 

bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 
God claims the right to sole rule, because God announces things that actually do happen, 
while supposed divine opponents remain silent. God is Israel’s redeemer, that is, the best 
brother or sister they ever had. 
 6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us 
to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that 
God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are 
debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh—13for if you live according to 
the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, 
you will live. 14For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God. 15For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery to 
fall back into fear, but you have received 
a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
  18I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. 
19For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of 
God; 20for the creation was subjected to 
futility, not of its own will but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope 21that 
the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22We know that the whole creation 
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has been groaning in labor pains until 
now; 23and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

24For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what is seen? 25But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience.

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Jesus tells a parable about the co-existence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will 
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good 
seed in his field;25but while everybody 
was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went 
away. 26So when the plants came up and 
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 
well. 27And the slaves of the householder 
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? Where, 
then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 
slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us 
to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, 
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would 
uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let 
both of them grow together until the 
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

  36Then he left the crowds and went 
into the house. And his disciples 
approached him, saying, “Explain to us 
the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37He answered, “The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field 
is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, 39and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds 
are collected and burned up with fire, so 
will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son 
of Man will send his angels, and they will 
collect out of his kingdom all causes of 
sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw 
them into the furnace of fire, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43Then the righteous will shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 

 
 

Vacation Bible School Closing Service and Picnic ~ TODAY! 

The 10:00 Worship this morning will be held outside – weather permitting!  

The service will be followed by a Cook-out Picnic!                                                     
Hamburgers ~ Hot Dogs ~ Drinks will be provided. Please join us!!                                                                                                                    

All are invited! Members– Visitors–8:30 Service folks–10:00 Service folks–VBS Families!                                                                      
The picnic should begin around 11:15/11:30am. 
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join in 
the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers and 

non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic heritage, 
employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or mental abilities, 
race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we are all one in God’s eyes, we 
encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of this congregation as 
we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we understand it, and to do any 
less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received from the Creator of us all. 

 

THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
SUNDAY – JULY 23, 2017 – RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS! 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR SUMMER 
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion – VBS Closing 
11:15 am Picnic / Cook Out for all! Join Us Outside!  
 
MONDAY – JULY 24, 2017 
  Pastor Ferguson leaves for Germany! God speed and safe travels!  
  
WEDNESDAY – JULY 26, 2017 
 7:00 pm Contemporary Praise Worship Service 
 
SUNDAY – JULY 30, 2017  
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR SUMMER 
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion  
 

 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:30 Traditional Worship ~ 10:00 Contemporary Worship ~ 7PM Wednesday Worship  
NO Sunday School or Children’s Church for the summer. 
SUMMER CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ~ through Labor Day 

 Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday from 9AM - 12Pm 
 
 

 
PHLC Night at the Pirate Game!  The Fellowship Team is organizing PHLC 
Night at the Pirate Game on Monday, August 21, 2017. The game against the 
LA Dodgers will begin at 7 pm. Tickets are $25 and will include a $5 voucher to 
spend inside the stadium. Plan on joining your fellow members and friends for a 
fun family evening at the most beautiful ballpark in the U.S., as we cheer on the 
Buccos! Visit the sign-up sheet in the narthex today!   
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Social Outreach News 
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help 

"Remember: the most important rule is golden." 

WE ARE ON THE WEBSITE! —The latest news from ELCA Advocacy and LAMPa is now 
available on the PHLC.org Website. This should be a convenient alternative to picking up hard 
copies from the Advocacy Table in the Narthex.                                                                                                                                   

WE HAVE REACHED A NEW HIGH --- The total number of children being sponsored through 
Compassion International by members and friends of PHLC has now reached a total of 35.                                   

2017 FOCUS ON HAITI --- Second Mile giving for the 3rd Quarter will be directed to school 
supplies for the HA 684 Child Development Center. This is the development center for all the 
children sponsored during this year’s Compassion Sunday program. 

                                               ELCA Advocacy July Update                                                                                                                                             

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS: PRAYER, FASTING AND ACTION: The next “For Such a Time” 
day of prayer, fasting and action with the Episcopal Church is Friday, July 21. This month, the 
presiding bishops of both churches urge action to protect funding for the U.S. International Affairs 
budget. As a church together, we ask our members of Congress to protect funding for international 
programs that provide relief and support livelihood for the poorest among us. Visit 
elca.org/PrayFastAct for resources and to learn how to take action. 
HEALTH CARE IN CONGRESS: Senate leaders released their draft reform of the Affordable Care 
Act in late June. The Congressional Budget Office reported that under the current Senate proposal, 
22 million people would lose their health coverage over 10 years. Like the House bill, the Senate 
version would also reduce Medicaid spending for low-income households, increase costs for 
people with pre-existing conditions in certain states, and roll back important improvements made 
for women, veterans and seniors. With the members of Congress back in their districts on recess, 
now is a critical time to contact them on health care. 

 

 
June 2017  OTHER TOTAL  BUDGET 

 GIVING INCOME INCOME EXPENSE BALANCE 

BUDGET 144702 20549 165251 166080  

ACTUAL 118576 20205 138781 163801  
DIFFERENCE -26126 -344 -26470 2279 -24191 

The Balance Sheet for June lists MINUS $12,696 in Operating Fund. 
$10,000 has been borrowed from PHLC Line of Credit Reserve 

Includes all budget and designated budget giving. 

 

http://elca.org/PrayFastAct
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God Speed Pastor Ferguson! We wish Pastor Ferguson safe travels as 
he departs for Germany on Monday to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation! He will spend two weeks in Wittenberg – Martin Luther’s 
hometown – and will preach at St. Ann’s, Luther’s home congregation. 
The rest of the group from the church and community will catch up with 
him on August 4th for worship and additional travels. God’s blessings on 

this historical experience!  

Congratulations to Betty and Russ Barkey on the occasion of their 
50th wedding anniversary on July 22nd! We wish them all the best as 
they celebrate this landmark in their marriage! May God continue to 
bless the love in their hearts and their life together. 

 

Music Teacher - Perry Highway Lutheran Pre-K is in search of a part-time Music teacher. If you 
know of anyone interested – please contact Director Laurie Kretz – 724-935-4605.  

 

Welcome! Today we are delighted to receive a group of new members into our church family 
during the worship services! Please take a moment after the services to introduce yourself!  
 
Alisha & Matthew Armstrong  
Gavin Matthew  
8263 East Van Buren Drive 
 Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
 
Saundra (Sandy) Hill 
3024 East Ridge Drive 
Gibsonia, PA 15044 
 
Michelle Paulson  
Nikhil, Ellora & Anisa Kshirsagar 
2722 Pittsburgh Court 
Sewickley, PA 15143 

Judy, Steve & Andrew Weber 
194 Freedom Lane 
Sewickley, PA 15143 
 
Brett Luther   
2521 Salisbury Court 
Wexford, PA 15090 
 
Andrew Pfennigwerth & Kara Hamel 
Raegan Pfennigwerth  
2311 Sutton Place Ex 
Wexford, PA 1509

 
 
                                                
 

We also formally welcome recent new members: 
                                                                   

                   Peter & Sara Jefferson – Liam and Seth 
                       Francis Savukynas                                                                                           
                     Hans Ward & Elsie Spry - Adam Ward  
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                                ~ Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~ 
Mark Beatty  Son of Sally & Mark – prayers for healing and guidance with health issue decisions   
Evelyn Block   St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Greg Cercone  Hospitalized this past week for ongoing health issue   
Dick Cherry   Continues to be hospitalized at AGH battling lung & leg issues 
Gina Denucci   Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma 
Mary Kay DInderman Hospitalized this past week – prayers for healing 
The Doughertys   Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Bruce & Ruth Ann Ellis Aunt & Uncle of Leslie Straub – ill with dementia - prayers for their health & relationship  
Kristine Finck   Friend of the Beattys recovering / reconstructive surgery following mastectomy  
Kris Frank   Friend of Craig & Karen Slusser - Being treated for cancer  
Friend    Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease!  
Friends    PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti  
Kelly Garrow  Recovering at home following hip replacement on July 12th  
Joan Gruber   Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer  
Gloria Henze   Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – St. Barnabas resident  
Joe Hallos   Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer  
Judith Heinsberg   Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – dealing with health issues related to chemo  
Jack Karasack   Doing well this summer in PGH following successful treatment of brain tumor!  
Gary Kottner  Husband of Joyce Lydick Kottner – recovering following successful spinal surgery  
Joan Kretschmaier  Recovering following recent hospitalization last week 
Javier La Fianza   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues  
Rueith Lewis   Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma  
Ed Lynch    Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues  
Linda Lynch   Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo  
Helen Malkowski   Mother of Mike & April– Doing much better in her recovery at home in New Jersey  
Jeanne Martinez   Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty  
Ethan James Marton  Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues  
Kathy Marweg   Continuing cycle of treatment for her condition                                                                                     
Mike Moore   Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 yrs old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications  
The Nicholsons   Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health-related issues  
Lenny Radnor   Friend of the Claus families battling Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Joe Rauso   Close family friend of the Rollers –recovering from a stroke  
Brian Reiber   Doing better in his recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  
Gail Reiber   Hopeful in undergoing a new treatment to deal with bone issues – additional surgery  
Lincoln Rice   Son of Kevin & Jen – coping with allergies & asthma – ear tubes procedure 
Amanda Schlor   Doing well in her recovery & therapy following spinal surgery  
Victoria Schminky   Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Judy Tappe   Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems  
Hailey Tesner   Needs prayers dealing with health issues  
Williams Family   Good friends of Todd Tesner – Kristen passed away from brain tumor  
Chariti Young   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
Elaine Younkin  Friend of Steve & Judy Weber Family – sick/hospitalized 
The Bereaved:  The Richter/O’Shea Family on the passing of their son, Shea Richter 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 

 
Mailing Address:         Staff: 
             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                          Mr. Kyle Davies                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            
             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                       Currently Vacant 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Building Maintenance:                      Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:              Mr. Jacob Patterson 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
Spring/Summer Church Office Hours:                                                                          
Tuesday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 12:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

 
Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church           
in America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

