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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
     Baptism of Our Lord – January 7, 2018  

 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Jena Oberg                                  8:30   Jena Oberg 
10:00   Kelly Garrow      10:00  Jana Garrow 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 
Ushe   8:30    Logan Schlor                             8:30   Jeff & Deb Martin                
 10:00    Christian Gaertner                                 10:00   John Garrow / Alex Gaertner 
                                                                                        

                                            Nursery: Tori Roller    Altar Guild: Kim Williams  
                                                          Sally Beatty          
                                                                                                Lisa Ferguson  
                                           Officers of the Day: Jeff Davis / Cyndi Chiodo 
 

 
The Altar Flowers today are given to the glory of God by Linda & George Starosta 
in celebration of their son Andrew’s birthday and the New Year!  
Also to the glory of God by the Roller Family in honor of Leslie Straub’s birthday! 
 
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  
are on active military duty around the world.  
                                                         
                                 Sunday Service Music 
 
8:30 Service      ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)        WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
10:00 Service        ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)        WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude   

Opening Hymn Grace Alone  WS 31 

Hymn of the Day Ancient Words WS 7 

Offertory Music   
Communion Music This I Believe (The Creed) WS 204 

Closing Song Agnus Dei WS 112 

 
 

Prelude   

Opening Hymn Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310 

Hymn of the Day Baptized and Set Free  ELW 453 

Offertory Music Hear the Angels Sing  
Communion Music Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart ELW 800 

Closing Song Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized ELW 304 
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Baptism of Our Lord                                                                                          January 7, 2018 

                  
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit/wind moved over the 

waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that 

distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, 

calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of 

God’s vision of justice and peace. 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This familiar story 
was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good 
news for any person living in the chaos and darkness of despair. God created and continues to 
create new life. 
1In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then 
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 

light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first 
day. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 29 
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3) 
 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the LORD 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  
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Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had 
never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptized them, the 
Holy Spirit came upon them and empowered them with gifts of the Spirit. 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed 
through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some 
disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive 
the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” 
They replied, “No, we have not even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, 
“Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, 

“John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in 
the one who was to come after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on 
them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit 
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And 
people from the whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem were going 
out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now 
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I 
have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  9In those days Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 11And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will take place on Sunday, January 28, 2018 following 
the 10:00 am worship service.  This is an important meeting as we will vote to approve a budget 
for 2018, vote on the proposed ‘2018 Agency for Adoption’ and receive the reports of the various 
Ministry Teams.  NOTE: Lunch will be served at 11:15 pm followed by the meeting. 
Please mark it on your calendar and plan on joining us! 

 

                                        
ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2018 

The new sign-up charts for Altar Flowers for 2018 are posted on the blue bulletin 
board in the Narthex! Anyone interested in designating flowers to be placed on the 
altar during Sunday morning services, please sign your name on the chart beside 
the date of your choice. The cost is $30 per vase. You will receive an email reminder 
the week before and payment can be made at that time. Thank you. 
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace 
to join in the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers 
and non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or 
linguistic heritage, employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, 
physical or mental abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As 
we are all one in God’s eyes, we encourage any who express an interest to become an active 

part of the full life of this congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to 
the Gospel, as we understand it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we 
ourselves have received from the Creator of us all. 

 

THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
 
SUNDAY – JANUARY 7, 2018 ~ BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion – FAMILY WORSHIP 
 NO Sunday School (Family Worship Sunday – students attend worship) 
  9:30 am  Fellowship Time hosted by the Fellowship Team! / Fair Trade Store open 
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion – FAMILY WORSHIP 
11:15 am  Youth Group 
 
MONDAY – JANUARY 8, 2018 
  6:30 pm Social Outreach Team meets                   
  7:00 pm Family Ministries Team meets 
 
WEDNESDAY – JANUARY 10, 2018 
  7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
   
SATURDAY – JANUARY 13, 2018 
  2:00 pm Youth Bible Study @ Panera (note time change)  
 
SUNDAY – JANUARY 14, 2018 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion  
  9:45 am Sunday School  
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion  
  NO Youth Group this morning 
 11:00 am Acolyte Training in Sanctuary 
  5:00 pm Youth Group to Sunday Night Live at SWPA Synod Office - Ingomar Road 
 
MONDAY – JANUARY 15, 2018 
  7:00 pm Church Council meets 
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2018 Congregational Officers 
 
The Church Council has elected the following Congregational Officers. We thank them for their 
service to our congregation!  
  
President:   Jeff Buss 
Vice President: Tina Lentz 

Secretary:  Jay Frerotte 
Treasurers:   Eric / Wendy Rychel 

 

 
 

The Vibrant Seniors Dinner Group will meet at 2:00 pm on Sunday,  
January 21, at Walnut Grille.  If you are planning to come, please contact  
Carolyn Claus at cmc41@consolidated.net or 724-935-3937 by January 16. 
 

Social Outreach News 
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help ~ "Remember: the most important rule is golden.

 
ELCA Advocacy - December Updates 

 
 
TAX BILL UPDATE: The Senate passed its version of HR 1, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, legislation 
that would cut taxes for corporations and wealthy individuals. This legislation now moves to a 
conference committee to merge the two versions and will be back in the House and Senate for 
another vote. The House version includes language, opposed by the ELCA, that would permit 
houses of worship to engage in electioneering. The Senate version does not include this language, 
known as “The Johnson Amendment.” ELCA Advocacy will work to prevent inclusion of the 
Johnson Amendment in a conference of the two versions.                                                                                                                                    
MIGRATION UPDATE: Advocates are urging Congress to pass the Dream Act, which provides a 
pathway to citizenship to young Americans without legal status (Dreamers), before the end of the 
year. The status of approximately 10,000 Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients 
has already expired, and 1,000 lose their status every day that a bill is not passed.  

 
                                               

                     North Hills Community Outreach Citrus Sale 
Perry Highway Lutheran Church is helping support the mission of North Hills 
Community Outreach by participating in their 2018 Citrus Sale.  
NHCO provides services to families in Northern Allegheny County who are 
experiencing crisis, hardship, or poverty. Help a neighbor in need and treat 
yourself by purchasing fresh, high quality citrus fruit. Order forms are available in 
today’s bulletin or from the church office. 
 

mailto:cmc41@consolidated.net
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January Family Ministry Event 
On the 27th, we will start our family 
ministry day with service at World 
Vision from 8:50 - 11:50 am. 
Please RSVP by January 22nd 
either to Jason Dauer or 
through Team Snap so that World 
Vision can accommodate us 
accordingly. 
After, will go out to lunch together – 
(Location TBD) 
Finally, we will go ice skating at the 
Lemieux Sports Complex from  
2 - 4 pm. 
Come to any or all parts of the day! 
 
January Youth Group Bible Study 
January 13th at 2 pm at Panera, 
Wexford 
Topic – “What’s the Apocrypha? -
And other questions about scripture 
and canon” (requested by youth) 
(Please note the time change) 
  
Acolyte Training 
11 am on Sunday, January 14th 
Please RSVP through Team Snap. 
As with First Communion, the age to 
become an acolyte is being left up 
to parents/guardians. 
(No morning youth group this 
Sunday – SNL instead) 
  

Sunday Night Live 
5 - 8 pm on Sunday, January 14th 
Synod Office 
Dinner and Scripture with youth 
groups from the area. 
  
National Youth Gathering 
National Youth Gathering Attendees 
are selling hoagies! 
See Andy Davis, Marissa Dorman, 
Holly Dougherty, Kerry Dougherty & 
James Nicotero.  
DiBella’s Hoagie Fundraiser for 
Super Bowl Sunday! 
  
Winter Jam 
February 16th 
PPG Paints Arena 
Christian music concert - $15 
  
30 Hour Famine 
February 23-24 
For 30 hours, we will go without 
food. And yet, we will feed our soul. 
We will learn about hunger, famine, 
and poverty while we serve at Light 
of Life and bake cookies. 
We will go without for only 30 hours 
to just begin to understand what it 
might be like to go without food for a 
week. (Exceptions will be made for 
medical conditions.) 

 
 
 

Check out this video for more info. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
8ArSUhSkTy8 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ArSUhSkTy8
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~ Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~ 

 
Terry Abbott  Father of Tina Lentz – continues to gain strength & recover from a serious heart attack  
Mark Beatty  Prayers for continued healing and perfect health ongoing! 
Evelyn Block   St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Greg Cercone  Prayers for strength in his continuing recovery from multiple health issues 
Dick Cherry  Home (at the Ferguson’s) after hospital and rehab stay following a fall & broken ribs  
Lisa Costello  Sister of Renea Wilson – recovering from major surgery  
Gina Denucci   Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma 
Mary Kay Dinderman Home & making progress in her recovery from major surgery ~ Prayers for healing!  
The Doughertys   Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Friend    Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease 
Friends    PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti  
Joan Gruber   Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer  
Gloria Henze   Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – St. Barnabas resident  
Joe Hallos   Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer  
Judith Heinsberg   Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – improving at home from chemo related health issues  
Jack Karasack   Undergoing chemo - awaiting new & hopeful vaccine treatment process  
Gary Kottner  Husband of Joyce (Lydick) Kottner – will be undergoing back surgery in February  
Joyce Kottner  Recovering at home following a knee replacement 
Joan Kretschmaier  Continues as a patient at UPMC Passavant for breathing issues  
Javier La Fianza   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues  
Rueith Lewis   Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma  
Ed Lynch    Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues  
Linda Lynch   Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo  
Helen Malkowski   Mother of Mike & April– Doing much better in her recovery at home in New Jersey  
Jeanne Martinez   Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty  
Ethan James Marton  Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues  
Mike Moore   Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 yrs old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications  
The Nicholsons   Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health-related issues 
Lenny Radnor   Friend of the Claus families battling Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Joe Rauso   Close family friend of the Rollers –recovering from a stroke  
Gail Reiber   Multiple health problems 
Hank Reiber     Dealing with a serious inner ear problem  
Lincoln Rice   Son of Kevin & Jen – coping with allergies & asthma  
Amanda Schlor   Doing well in her therapy following spinal surgery  
Victoria Schminky   Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Judy Tappe   Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems  
Hailey Tesner   Needs prayers dealing with health issues  
Chariti Young   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 
 
Mailing Address:        Staff: 
             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                     Mrs. Jenny Wojnar                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            
             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                       Mr. Jason Dauer 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:                 Mr. David Voelzke 
                                                                              Council President:                                             Mr. Jeff Buss 
                                                                               
Fall/Winter/Spring Church Office Hours:                                                                          
Monday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 3:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

 
Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church           
in America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

