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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                  Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany – January 29, 2017 
 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Kevin Olson          8:30   Kevin Olson 
11:00   Cyndi Chiodo                     11:00   Lisa Tiller 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 

Ushe   8:30    Jocelyn Esswein                        8:30    Bob Jack / Kevin Heyl 
                11:00    Ethan Augustin                      11:00    Jim Nicotero / Kevin Brown 
                                             

         1111                          Nursery: Caitlyn Olson    Altar Guild: Mary Binder  

                                               Cheryl McGill           
                                                                                                Lisa Olson 
                                           Children’s Sermon/Church: Wendy Rychel 
                                           Officers of the Day: Greg Cercone / Jeff Buss 
                                            
                                        

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Marianne & Darryl Powell in  

memory of Joni Nanci, former co-worker and fun golfing buddy on the one year  
anniversary today of being in the presence of her Heavenly Father.  
 
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  

are on active military duty around the world.  

 

  Sunday Service Music 

 
8:30 Service ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 

 
11:00 Service   ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude Christ, Be Our Light Bernadette Farrell 

Entrance Hymn Everlasting God WS 21 

Gospel Verse Blest Are They ~ choir David Haas 

Hymn of the Day I Will Rise Insert pg 5 

Offertory Music Offertory ~ choir John Beck 
Communion Music The Power of Your Love  WS 59 

Closing Song Grace Alone  WS 92 

Prelude Jesus, Messiah Chris Tomlin 

Entrance Hymn Rise Up, O Saints of God ELW 669 

Hymn of the Day Blest Are They ELW 728 

Offertory Music Light Dawns On a Weary World William Rowen 
Communion Music Jesus, the Very Thought of You ELW 754 

Closing Song The Spirit Send Us Forth to Serve ELW 551 
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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany                                           January 29, 2017  

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, 

they are the poor, mourners, the meek, those who hunger for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, 

the peacemakers. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living 

and serving.

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8                                                                                                                          
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against 
Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect 
lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to 
love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service.

1
Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your 

case before the mountains, and let the hills 
hear your voice. 
 

2
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of 

the LORD, and you enduring foundations of 
the earth; for the LORD has a controversy 
with his people, and he will contend with 
Israel. 
 

3
“O my people, what have I done to you? 

In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 

4
For I brought you up from the land of 

Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery; and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 
 

5
O my people, remember now what King 

Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of 
Beor answered him, and what happened 

from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the 
LORD.” 
 

6
“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves a year old? 
 

7
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands 

of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin 
of my soul?” 
 

8
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

and what does the LORD require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 

Psalm: Psalm 15                                                                                                                                       
1
LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 

2
Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

  who speak the truth | from their heart;  
 

3
they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 

4
In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 

5
They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31                                                                                                           
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet 
this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, 
and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers.

18
The message about the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 

19
For it is written,  

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.” 
20

Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? 

21
For since, in the wisdom of 

God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. 

22
For Jews demand 

signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 
23

but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block 
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 

24
but to 

those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 
25

For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
  

26
Consider your own call, brothers and 

sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. 

27
But God 

chose what is foolish in the world to shame 
the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 

28
God chose 

what is low and despised in the world, things 
that are not, to reduce to nothing things that 
are, 

29
so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. 
30

He is the source of your 
life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, 

31
in order 

that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12                                                                                                          
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 

1
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up 

the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 

2
Then he began to 

speak, and taught them, saying: 
  

3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 

is the kingdom of heaven. 
  

4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 

will be comforted. 
  

5
“Blessed are the meek, for they will 

inherit the earth. 
  

6
“Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  

7
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will 

receive mercy. 

  
8
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 

will see God. 
  

9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

will be called children of God. 
  

10
“Blessed are those who are persecuted 

for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
  

11
“Blessed are you when people revile 

you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. 
12

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to 
join in the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all 

believers and non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or 
linguistic heritage, employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, 
physical or mental abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we 
are all one in God’s eyes, we encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the 
full life of this congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as 
we understand it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received 
from the Creator of us all. 

 
THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
 
SUNDAY – JANUARY 29, 2017 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am Sunday School   
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion 
   Annual Meeting of the Congregation follows late service worship 
 
MONDAY – JANUARY 30, 2017                                                            
 7:00 pm Fellowship Team 
 
WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 1, 2017                                                            
 6:30 pm Worship & Music Team 
 7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal  
 
THURSDAY – FEBRUARY 2, 2017                                                            
 7:00 pm Property Team 
 
SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 5, 2017 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am Sunday School   
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion ~ Christian Snyder Baptism 
 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will take place TODAY                                                                         

following the 11:00 am worship service.  . 
Catered Lunch will be provided at 12:15 pm followed by the meeting. 

Babysitting will also be offered. 
Please pick up your copy of the Annual Report before going downstairs! 

                “Feed my sheep. Tend my lambs. Feed my sheep.” 
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I Will Rise     CCLI Song # 5183450 

Verse 1 
There's a peace I've come to know 
Though my heart and flesh may fail 
There's an anchor for my soul 
I can say it is well 
 
Pre-Chorus 
Jesus has overcome 
And the grave is overwhelmed 
The victory is won 
He is risen from the dead 
 
Chorus  
(And) I will rise when He calls my name 
No more sorrow no more pain 
I will rise on eagle's wings 
Before my God fall on my knees 
And rise I will rise (I will rise) 

 
 
Verse 2 
There's a day that's drawing near 
When this darkness breaks to light 
And the shadows disappear 
And my faith shall be my eyes 
 
 
Bridge 
And I hear the voice of many angels sing 
Worthy is the Lamb 
And I hear the cry of ev'ry longing heart 
Worthy is the Lamb 
(REPEAT) 
Worthy is the Lamb 
 
 

 
 

New Small Group forming! Supper Club!                                                                       
Please look for a sign-up sheet in narthex. People will be assigned to small 
groups and meet for dinner one night per month for four months. Sign up 
through mid January then groups will be randomly assigned. What a great 
way to meet each other in a small group setting! Questions can be directed 
to Deah Davis at nmkadavis@gmail.com 

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR 2017 ~ The new sign-up charts for Altar Flowers for 2017 are posted 

on the blue bulletin board in the Narthex! Anyone interested in designating flowers to be 
placed on the altar during Sunday morning services, please sign your name on the chart 

beside the date of your choice. The cost is $30 per vase. You will receive an email reminder 
the week before and payment can be made at that time. Thank you. 

 

                                                 2017 Congregational Officers 
 
At their December Meeting the Church 
Council elected the following Congregational 
Officers. We thank them for their service to 
our congregation!  
  

President:   Jeff Davis 
Vice President: Jeff Buss 
Secretary:  Tina Lentz 
Treasurer:  Randy Feger                                                                                                                           

mailto:nmkadavis@gmail.com
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Germany Trip – August 3rd – 13th 

          The Informational Meeting has been re-scheduled for February 16th!  
 
It's not too late to join Pastor Ferguson on the Germany Trip to celebrate the 500th Anniversary 
of the Reformation. The trip departs Pittsburgh on August 3rd and arrives in Berlin the morning 
of August 4th.  The trip returns from Munich on Sunday August 13th.  On the bulletin board in the 
Narthex you will find a brochure that provides the daily itinerary and the cost. 
 
Everyone is invited to join us at the church Wednesday, February 16

th
 at 6:30pm to learn more 

about the trip.  A travel representative from Globus, Diane Wilhelm, will be offering an informative 
presentation on Perry Highway Lutheran's Germany trip and she will be available to answer any 
questions you may have. 
If you are unable to attend the meeting, we are hoping to arrange for the availability of a 
conference call. The conference line will be:  1-855-435-1784 
Passcode is 883 250 3511#  
Please contact Marcie Heyl with any questions ~ 412-680-3090 
         

Social Outreach News 
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help 

"Remember: the most important rule is golden." 

FAIR TRADE SHOP OPEN NEXT SUNDAY FEB. 5 ~ In addition to our usual favorites, we will 

be featuring Chocolate HEARTS wrapped in red foil for you to give to your VALENTINE! Come 
prepared with your Valentine Day List. 

                                  LAMPa Update on 2017-2019 Policy Agenda 
LAMPa’s Policy Council has adopted a two-year issue agenda that puts hunger and its underlying 
causes at the top of its list of priorities. A few are listed below. More will be shared in the next couple 
weeks. For a full description, please pick up a print out at the Social Outreach table in the narthex. 

IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES FOR PENNSYLVANIA STUDENTS 
  - Make sure every public school has the resources to provide a quality basic education 
  - Expand access to high quality Pre-K programs for all 3-4 year-olds in PA 

EXPAND AND SAFEGUARD ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE 
  - Mental health treatment 
  - Medicaid  

NORTH HILLS COMMUNITY OUTREACH CITRUS SALE! Last chance to place 
your order for fresh citrus fruit is Feb. 5

th
. Help us support the mission of North Hills 

Community Outreach by placing your citrus order.  
Order forms are available in the bulletin today.  
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Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~   
 

 
Laura Burton Bertorello            Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray who lost her husband David to brain cancer  
Evelyn Block           St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Evelyn Borden  Returned to Sherwood Oaks skilled nursing for recuperation & physical therapy 
Gina Denucci           Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma 
The Doughertys                            Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Pastor Ferguson  Doing well following a scheduled heart related surgical procedure  
Kristine Finck           Friend of the Beatty Family recovering from surgery for breast cancer   
Kris Frank           Friend of Craig & Karen Slusser - Being treated for cancer 
Friend           Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease! 
Friends           PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti 
Joan Gruber           Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer 
Gloria Henze           Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – facing end stage MS at St. Barnabas 
Meghan Hoffman           Student at P. R. High School – declared cancer free! Still a few medical hurdles 
Joe Hallos           Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Judith Heinsberg           Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – dealing with health issues related to chemo 
Jack Karasack                              A bit of a set-back in treatment of brain tumor – continues treatment @ St. Jude 
Barbara Kinder  Sister of Rose Schultheis – rehabilitating following a stroke in December 
Joan Kretschmaier                    Recovering from minor hand surgery this past Thursday 
Javier La Fianza  Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues 
Rueith Lewis           Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma      
Ed Lynch           Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues 
Linda Lynch           Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo 
Helen Malkowski           Mother of Mike & April– struggling with various health issues & fractured ankle bone 
Jeanne Martinez           Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty 
Ethan James Marton                    Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues 
Kathy Marweg           Recovering from recent hospitalization - health issues and dehydration  
Mike Moore           Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 yrs old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications 
Ed Morgan           Father of friend of Lisa Augustin – recovering from 4th heart attack 
Kim Mork  Cousin of Karen Erdahl – Battling a severe case of cancer 
The Nicholsons           Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health related issues  
Lenny Radnor           Friend of the Claus families battle Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Brian Reiber           Continues a long recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  
Gail Reiber            Hopeful in undergoing a new treatment to stimulate bone growth in right arm 
Amanda Schlor  Recovering from spinal surgery  
Victoria Schminky           Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Aneva Scott           Cousin of Lisa Augustin – having serious pregnancy complications  
Gerda Sousa           Mother of our member, Karin Sousa – recovering from surgery in Germany 
Judy Tappe           Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems 
Steve Waltman           Boyfriend of Barb Grosick – recovering from quadruple bypass surgery  
Chariti Young                 Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 
 
Mailing Address:         Staff: 

             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                          Mr. Kyle Davies                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            

             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                      Mrs. Elaine Roller 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Building Maintenance:                      Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:                    Mr. Josh Frazier 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
Fall/Winter Church Office Hours:                                                                          

Monday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 3:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

