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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                  Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany – February 19, 2017 
 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Kevin Olson          8:30   Lisa Augustin 
11:00   Jeff Buss         11:00   Jeff McGill 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 

Ushe   8:30    David/Logan Schlor                                  8:30    Bob Jack / Randy Feger 
                11:00    Rene Abdalah                     11:00    Jeff & Cheryl McGill 
                                             

         1111                          Nursery: Duda Family   Altar Guild: Kim Williams  

                                               Sally Beatty           
                                                                                               Lisa Ferguson 
                                           Children’s Sermon/Church: Leslie Straub 
                                           Officers of the Day: Jack Voelzke / Tina Lentz 
                                            
                                        

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Pat & Ron Bolster in loving memory 

of Pat’s Dad, Michael D. Lebec.  
 
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  

are on active military duty around the world.  

 

        Sunday Service Music 

 
8:30 Service ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 

 
 
11:00 Service   ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude Agnus Dei  

Entrance Hymn You Are Holy WS 29 

Hymn of the Day Take My Life WS 77 

Offertory Music Create In Me a Clean Heart ~ choir  
Communion Music I Give You My Heart  WS 71 

Closing Song Give Thanks WS 91 

 

Prelude Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus Georg Boltze 

Entrance Hymn Oh, Praise the Gracious Power  ELW 651 

Hymn of the Day Goodness Is Stronger than Evil  ELW 721 

Offertory Music Lead Me, Guide Me Doris Akers 
Communion Music Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685 

Closing Song The Church of Christ, in Every Age ELW 729 
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Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany                                      February 19, 2017  

In today’s first reading we hear, “You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.” Yet we know 

we cannot achieve perfection. Our attempts to love neighbors and even our enemies fall short of 

what God desires for us. Yet in Jesus we see one who loved even those who persecuted and killed 

him. We are made holy in baptism, and forgiven at the table of God’s mercy. As a people made holy 

by God, we go in peace to love as we have been loved.                                                                                                                                  

First Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18                                                                                                        
The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy since God is holy. Holiness is lived out in 
consideration of the poor and the weak. We are to love our neighbors as ourselves.

1
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 

  
2
Speak to all the congregation of the 

people of Israel and say to them: You shall 
be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 
  

9
When you reap the harvest of your land, 

you shall not reap to the very edges of your 
field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 
10

You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or 
gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; 
you shall leave them for the poor and the 
alien: I am the LORD your God. 
  

11
You shall not steal; you shall not deal 

falsely; and you shall not lie to one another. 
12

And you shall not swear falsely by my 
name, profaning the name of your God: I am 
the LORD. 
  

13
You shall not defraud your neighbor; 

you shall not steal; and you shall not keep 

for yourself the wages of a laborer until 
morning. 

14
You shall not revile the deaf or 

put a stumbling block before the blind; you 
shall fear your God: I am the LORD. 
  

15
You shall not render an unjust 

judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor 
or defer to the great: with justice you shall 
judge your neighbor. 

16
You shall not go 

around as a slanderer among your people, 
and you shall not profit by the blood of your 
neighbor: I am the LORD. 
  

17
You shall not hate in your heart anyone 

of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, 
or you will incur guilt yourself. 

18
You shall 

not take vengeance or bear a grudge 
against any of your people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself: I am the 
LORD. 

 Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40

33
Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your 

statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 

34
Give me understanding, and I shall | 

keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 

35
Lead me in the path of | your 

commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 
 

36
Incline my heart to | your decrees 

  and not to | unjust gain.  

 
37

Turn my eyes from be- | holding 
falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 

38
Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 

  which is for | those who fear you. 
 

39
Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 

  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 

40
Behold, I long for | your 

commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven 
me.  
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 

Jesus Christ is the foundation of the church and its ministry. We are God’s temple because God’s 
Spirit dwells in us, and we belong to Christ. Hence we are called to build wisely upon this sure 
foundation not for our own benefit but for others to experience Christ’s benefits. 
 

10
According to the grace of God given to me, 

like a skilled master builder I laid a 
foundation, and someone else is building on 
it. Each builder must choose with care how 
to build on it. 

11
For no one can lay any 

foundation other than the one that has been 
laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. 
  

16
Do you not know that you are God’s 

temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 
17

If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will 
destroy that person. For God’s temple is 
holy, and you are that temple. 
  

18
Do not deceive yourselves. If you think 

that you are wise in this age, you should 

become fools so that you may become wise. 
19

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God. For it is written,  
 “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 
20

and again,  
 “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, 
  that they are futile.” 
21

So let no one boast about human leaders. 
For all things are yours, 

22
whether Paul or 

Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or 
death or the present or the future—all 
belong to you, 

23
and you belong to Christ, 

and Christ belongs to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus declares an end to the law of vengeance. God’s people will 
respond to evil with love and forgiveness. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 

38
“You have 

heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth.’ 

39
But I say to you, 

Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone 
strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other 
also; 

40
and if anyone wants to sue you and 

take your coat, give your cloak as well; 
41

and 
if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also 
the second mile. 

42
Give to everyone who 

begs from you, and do not refuse anyone 
who wants to borrow from you. 
  

43
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You 

shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ 

44
But I say to you, Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 

45
so that you may be children of your 

Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 
46

For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? 

47
And if you greet 

only your brothers and sisters, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same? 

48
Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” 
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to 
join in the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all 

believers and non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or 
linguistic heritage, employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, 
physical or mental abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we 
are all one in God’s eyes, we encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of 
the full life of this congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the 
Gospel, as we understand it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves 
have received from the Creator of us all. 

 
THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
 
SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 19, 2017 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am Sunday School   
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion  
  5:30 pm Vibrant Seniors Dinner @ Springfield Grille  
 
TUESDAY – FEBRUARY 21, 2017                                                            
 7:00 pm Amazing Women of Christ Bible Study 
 
WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 22, 2017                                                            
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal                                            
 
SATURDAY – FEBRUARY 25, 2017                                                            
9am-3 pm Church Council Retreat in Social Hall  
 
SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 26, 2017 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am Sunday School   
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion  

 
 

                               Ash Wednesday Services~ Imposition of Ashes 
                                       March 1, 2017 ~11:00 am & 7:00 pm 

 

                               Wednesdays in Lent (beginning March 8
th

)                                                                                                                                                                            

                                    11:00 am ~ Service of Morning Prayer                                                                                                                  

                                         5:30-6:45 pm ~ Light Supper                                                                                                                               

                                            7:00 pm ~ Mid-Week Lenten Evening Service                     

Save the Date!  
Shrove Tuesday 
Dinner and Fun! 

February 28
th
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    OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to the family and friends of our fellow member                 
Catherine M. (Cathie) Ferrence who passed away Monday, February 13

th
. She 

was an active and devoted member of PHLC who served on the Altar Guild and 
was a member of the Vibrant Seniors Dinner Group. Her presence will be greatly 
missed in our congregational family. A Memorial Service in celebration of her life 
was held Saturday here at the church. We ask you to keep her family (our 
members), Vicki Ferrence Ray & Adam Ray and sons Liam & C.J. and her daughter 
Susan in your prayers for comfort as they face the days ahead and cope with the 
loss of their beloved, mother & grandmother.  

 
Shrove Tuesday Potluck 
Fellowship Team will host Shrove Tuesday Potluck on 
Tuesday, February 28, 2017, 6-8pm.  Bring a dish and/or 
dessert to share. It's the pig out before the Lenten season 
begins! We will play Shrove Tuesday Bingo! Please bring a 
small wrapped gift, no more than $5, for each person in your 
family to add to the pot. It can even be a gag or funny gift.  

 
 
Amazing Women of Christ will begin their 6 week spring session on February 21, 2017. 
Please come join us on our journey as we explore and grow in our faith as sisters in Christ. 
We will be reading Unveiling Mary Magdalene by Liz Curtis Higgs. The group meets on 
Tuesday evenings at 7pm at Panera in Wexford. For more information, please contact Brenda 
Schlotterbeck at brenda@schlotterbeck.com or 724-544-8846.                                        

 
 

SMALL GROUP NEWS! We are dedicating a small bulletin board in the Narthex to forming 

some fun new Small Groups here at PHLC! We invite you to stop by and sign up for a group 
or two or three!  Encourage others to become involved in a small group today! 

 
Some options: Men’s Group Breakfast Club ~ Adults Behaving Like Children ~ 

Parents of Tots/Parents of Teens ~ Women’s Bible Study ~ Lunch Bunch ~ 
Supper Club ~ Book Club ~ Vibrant Seniors Dinner Group ~ Dinner & Movie ~                                      

Knitting Group ~ Beer & Bible Study ~ OR suggest your own group!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Mile Giving Update: 
Donations Jan 1

st
 – Feb 5

th
 ~ $475.32 

February 12
th

 
Donations to Second Mile ~ $35 

Donations Specifically to Haiti ~ $570 
Total ~ $1080.32 

 

mailto:brenda@schlotterbeck.com
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Social Outreach News 
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help                                                                               

"Remember: the most important rule is golden." 

Second Mile Giving goes to LWR Response in HAITI                   
Lutheran World Relief is one of America’s largest, if not the largest, Non-
Governmental disaster relief organization. LWR was already on site in Haiti 
when Hurricane Matthew struck the island. The Annual Meeting of PHLC 
approved the Social Outreach proposal to make 2017 the year of Haiti Focus. 
Second Mile Giving for the 1

st
 Quarter will go for the supplies LWR needs to 

help re-build Haiti. 

                                             ELCA Advocacy - February Updates 

 
Immigration: On January 26, ELCA Advocacy encouraged their network to contact their Members 
of Congress to support compassionate policies that provide safety for vulnerable people. With 
details and the future of refugee resettlement and protections still unclear, ELCA Advocacy will 
continue to monitor and share details on the evolving situation. 
 
Healthcare: ELCA Advocacy sent out an action alert urging Congress to not repeal the 2010 
healthcare law without first implementing a replacement that actively promotes the well-being of 
those experiencing poverty or illness in the U.S.   
 
Green Climate Fund: On Jan. 18 the U.S. State Department announced an additional $500 million 
grant to the Green Climate Fund (GCF). The Fund is dedicated to protecting the most vulnerable 
around the world from the impacts of climate change. As an ELCA Advocacy issue priority for 2015 
and 2016, we celebrate the additional funding, as it builds solidarity in our shared responsibility to 
care for creation. 
 

                                         LAMPa Update on 2017-2019 Policy Agenda 
 
LAMPa’s Policy Council has adopted a new two-year issue agenda. A few highlights are listed 
below. For a full description, please pick up a print out at the Social Advocacy table in the narthex.  
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM 
  - Justice reinvestment (reduce recidivism and improve public safety) 
  - Promote safe harbor legislation (divert sexually exploited children from the justice system into 
more appropriate human services) 
 
CREATION JUSTICE 
  - Watershed and natural lands protection 
  - Addressing climate change 
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Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~   
 

 
Laura Burton Bertorello            Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray who lost her husband David to brain cancer  
Evelyn Block           St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Evelyn Borden  Has been moved to LifeCare Hospital in Bellevue 
Gina Denucci           Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma 
The Doughertys                            Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Pastor Ferguson  Continues to recover following a heart related surgical procedure  
Kristine Finck           Friend of the Beatty Family recovering from surgery for breast cancer   
Kris Frank           Friend of Craig & Karen Slusser - Being treated for cancer 
Friend           Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease! 
Friends           PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti 
Joan Gruber           Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer 
Gloria Henze           Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – health set-back with M.S.  at St. Barnabas 
Meghan Hoffman           Student at P. R. High School – declared cancer free! Still a few medical hurdles 
Joe Hallos           Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Judith Heinsberg           Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – dealing with health issues related to chemo 
Jack Karasack                                A bit of a set-back in treatment of brain tumor – continues treatment @ St. Jude 
Barbara Kinder   Sister of Rose Schultheis – rehabilitating following a stroke in December 
Joan Kretschmaier                       Recovering from minor hand surgery  
Javier La Fianza           Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues 
Rueith Lewis           Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma      
Ed Lynch           Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues 
Linda Lynch           Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo 
Helen Malkowski           Mother of Mike & April– struggling with various health issues & fractured ankle bone 
Jeanne Martinez           Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty 
Ethan James Marton                   Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues 
Kathy Marweg           Dealing with health issues                                                                                                                 
Mike Moore           Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 yrs old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications 
Ed Morgan           Father of friend of Lisa Augustin – recovering from 4th heart attack 
The Nicholsons           Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health related issues  
Lenny Radnor           Friend of the Claus families battle Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Joe Rauso           Close family friend of the Rollers – hospitalized recovering from a stroke 
Brian Reiber           Continues a long recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  
Gail Reiber            Hopeful in undergoing a new treatment to stimulate bone growth in right arm 
Lincoln Rice   Son of Kevin & Jen – Home following allergy & asthma complications 
Amanda Schlor   Recovering from spinal surgery  
Victoria Schminky           Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Gerda Sousa           Mother of our member, Karin Sousa – recovering from surgery in Germany 
Judy Tappe           Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems 
Steve Waltman           Boyfriend of Barb Grosick – recovering from quadruple bypass surgery  
Chariti Young           Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 
 
Mailing Address:         Staff: 

             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                          Mr. Kyle Davies                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            

             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                      Mrs. Elaine Roller 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Building Maintenance:                      Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:                    Mr. Josh Frazier 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
Fall/Winter Church Office Hours:                                                                          

Monday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 3:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

