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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                     Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 18, 2016 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Jena Oberg          8:30   Jena Oberg 
11:00   Jeff Buss        11:00   Vicki Ferrence Ray 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 

Ushe   8:30    Marissa Dorman                        8:30    Marcie & Kevin Heyl 
                11:00    Andrew Buss                      11:00    Lisa & Evens Augustin 
                                             

         1111                          Nursery: Sue Gaertner    Altar Guild: Kim Williams  

                                               Marianne Powell           
                                                                                               Elaine Roller 
                                           Children’s Sermon/Church: Wendy Rychel  
                                           Officers of the Day: Jeff Davis / Keri Brown 
                                            
                                           Wreath Lighting: Richwalls Family 

                             Noir Family 
 
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by the Hansen Family in honor of 

Blake’s 11
th

 birthday!  
Also to the glory of God by the Augustin Family in honor of Lisa’s birthday Dec. 15

th
. 

The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  

are on active military duty around the world.  
                                                                 

  Sunday Service Music 
 
8:30 Service ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 

 
 
11:00 Service   ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude It Came Upon the Midnight Clear David Huntsinger 

Entrance Hymn Hosanna (Praise is Rising)   WS Front Page 

Hymn of the Day Even So Come Insert 

Offertory Music Prepare for Emmanuel Liebergen 
Communion Music In the Secret WS 89 

Closing Song Shout to the North WS 25 

 

Prelude It Came Upon the Midnight Clear John Innes 

Entrance Hymn People, Look East ELW 248 

Hymn of the Day Canticle of the Turning ELW 723 

Offertory Music Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus Chuck Marohnic 
Communion Music Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW 247 

Closing Song Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW 631 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                      December 18, 2016  
 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is 

Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During 

these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on ancient 

prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday in Advent we prepare 

to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death.                                                                           

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In 
response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking refuge in Assyrian help. 
The prophet gives the sign of Immanuel that is the only source of true safety: God is with us! 
10

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 
11

Ask a 
sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. 

12
But Ahaz said, I 

will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test. 

13
Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, 

O house of David! Is it too little for you to 
weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 
14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 

sign. Look, the young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. 

15
He shall eat curds and honey 

by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. 

16
For before the child 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings you 
are in dread will be deserted.”

Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

 
1
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 

2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 

3
Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 

4
O LORD| God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
 

5
You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 

6
You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 

7
Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 

17
Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 

18
And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 

19
Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
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Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as 
an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised 
coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations. 
1
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be 

an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2
which he promised beforehand through his 

prophets in the holy scriptures, 
3
the gospel 

concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh 

4
and was 

declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, 
5
through whom we have received 

grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for 
the sake of his name, 

6
including yourselves 

who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
  

7
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are 

called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten 
child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God 
saves.” 
18

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took 
place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 

19
Her husband 

Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. 

20
But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21

She will bear a son, and you are to name 

him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” 

22
All this took place to fulfill what 

had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 
 

23
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear 

a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”

24
When 

Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 
her as his wife, 

25
but had no marital relations 

with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 

 

The beautiful new choir robes have been dedicated to the glory 

of God in memory of Fred Claus and Carol Inman (long-time 

members of our choir) through donations to the Memorial Fund. We 

thank all who have made this possible and will take joy in a lovely 

addition to our worship services!  
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join 
in the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers 

and non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic 
heritage, employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or 
mental abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we are all one in 
God’s eyes, we encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of this 
congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we understand 
it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received from the Creator 
of us all. 

 
THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
 
SUNDAY – DECEMBER 18, 2016 ~ FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion 
   Children’s Christmas Pageant 
                     The Hanging of the Greens after 11:00 service!  
 
WEDNESDAY – DECEMBER 21, 2016                                                            

11:00 am Morning Advent Service 
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 
SATURDAY – DECEMBER 24, 2016 ~ CHRISTMAS EVE 

 5:00 pm Family Candlelight Service of Holy Communion 
 9:00 pm Festival Candlelight Service of Holy Communion 
 
SUNDAY – DECEMBER 25, 2016 ~ CHRISTMAS DAY! 

 10:00am ONE COMBINED SERVICE ~ Lessons & Carols 
                      NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

~ Church Office Holiday Hours ~ 
The Church Office will be closed December 26 – January 2 

The office will re-open January 3, 2017.                                                                                                                

The church voice mail and email will be checked on a daily basis                                                              

for non-emergency assistance. 

In case of emergency ~ you may contact Pastor Ferguson                                                    

at his residence – 724-443-4884 

Merry Christmas from the Staff of PHLC!  
 

 

Morning Advent Services 
the four Wednesdays of Advent 

~ 11AM ~ 
November 30 

December 7, 14, 21 

 

Christmas Eve Worship   
Join us on Christmas Eve 
as we celebrate the birth 
of the Christ Child, Jesus 

Christ our Savior.   
Two candlelight services 

will be held.  
5:00 PM Family 

Candlelight Service of 
Holy Communion        

9:00 PM. Festival Service 
of Holy Communion  

MUSICAL PRELUDE will 
begin 30 minutes prior 

to each service.  
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
one service at 10:00AM 
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                                                                      ‘At-Home’ Members 

Don’t forget to add our ‘At Home’ members to your Christmas card list.  Sending them a simple card lets 
them know that we are thinking about them during this holy season even though they can’t be with us! 

Mrs. Mae Sheets 

Shelbourne Assisted Living 
296 Dinnerbell Road 
Butler, PA 16002 
 
Mr. Roy Shoop 

811 Village Drive Apt #202 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
 
Mrs. Evelyn Block 

Washington Place #104 
5847 Meridian Road  

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

Mrs. Gloria Henze 

c/o St. Barnabas 
5827 Meridian Road 
Gibsonia, PA 15044 
 
Mrs. Olive Tritinger 

New Hope Personal Care Home 
300 Union Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15202  
 
Rev. Roger & Anne Nicholson 

231 Overlook Drive 
Verona, PA 15147 

                                                                                                                                           

Church Christmas Party Thank You!! The Fellowship Team would like to thank 

nearly 90 members of the congregation for participating in the PHLC Christmas 

Party at the Treesdale Community Center. A special thanks to Santa and the 19 

entries made to the first PHLC Cookie Contest.  Our panel of judges selected the 

entry made by Cyndi Chiodo as the winning cookie.  Congratulations!                                           

A wonderful time of Christian fellowship was had by all  

 

Pay~a~Bill Campaign Update ~ $10,292.83 has been donated so far for our Pay-a-Bill Campaign. 
Our appreciation goes out to those who have chosen a bill to pay for our church. Inserted in your 
bulletin is a list of common bills that we incur annually or monthly. We thank you in advance if you 
are able to participate in this campaign!   
  
Pledge Card Update – 33 Pledge Cards have been received so far. Our typical return is 50 cards     
~ so we are getting there! Please remember to bring or mail your card to the church.  
                            
                                                          PHLC MONTHLY BUDGET ANALYSIS 
                                                                               November 2016 

  OTHER TOTAL  BUDGET 

 GIVING INCOME INCOME EXPENSE BALANCE 

BUDGET 246968 47887 294855 294855  

ACTUAL 236590 48648 285238 287256  
 

DIFFERENCE -10378 761 -9617 7599 -2018 
 

                  The Balance Sheet for November 30, 2016 lists Minus $12,185 in Operating Fund 
                                             Budget numbers include designated budget funds 
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Social Outreach News                                                  
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help 

                                  "Remember: the most important rule is golden."                                                                                                      

A CHRISTMAS CATALOG JESUS WOULD LIKE ~ That would be the Lutheran World Relief 
Catalog. Looking for Christmas gifts for relatives and friends who don't need anything? Buy gifts from 
the LWR Catalog for people who really need them and LWR can provide you a card to send to your 
relatives and friends telling them you did this in their honor. Pick up a LWR Catalog today from the 
Social Outreach table in the Narthex. 

MAGAZINE DONORS: PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY~ Before you place your magazines in the barrel 
to be donated to Allegheny Health Network peel off or clip out the address labels. Thank you for 
sharing your used magazines so that people in the Waiting Rooms of AHN will have something good 
to read while they wait for a procedure or for someone having a procedure. 

                                         December Update from ELCA Advocacy 
 
LUTHERAN MEMBERS OF CONGRESS: Lutheran congresswomen Lois Capps, D-Calif, and 
Cynthia Lummis, R-Wyo., did not run for re-election and are retiring at the end of the year. All other 
incumbent Lutheran members of the House and Senate facing re-election won their respective seats 
in November. Joining the 115th Congress are newly elected Lutheran members Rep. Jack Bergman, 
R-Mich., and Rep. Lloyd Smucker, R-Pa.  
 
HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS: Congress is preparing to pass a final spending bill to fund the 
government in December, and support for housing and homeless programs are at risk for cuts. A 
congressional proposal to keep federal funding flat for several months, would risk stopping many 
existing Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and affordable-housing contracts that keep families 
secure in stable homes.  
 
WATER JUSTICE IN FLINT: Leaders in Congress seem intent on passing financial support for Flint, 
Mich., and other cities facing lead crises by the end of the year. Aid to help repair lead pipes and 
water infrastructure, which was included in the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA), has 
stalled in Congress due to an unrelated debate on the bill for Army Corps of Engineers projects. 
Republican and Democratic leaders are discussing ways to tack the support onto the final 
government spending bill. 
 
Good Samaritan Fund ~ During the months of November and December, donations to Second 
Mile Giving will go to the Good Samaritan Fund.  The fund is used to help members and friends of 
our own congregation and community or travelers who find themselves in a strange area in need of 
assistance with food, clothing, shelter and gas. This fund is one way that the congregation 
responds to the great commission to help the less fortunate. Please give generously this holiday 
season so we can in turn help others. 
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Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~  

 
 
Laura Burton Bertorello            Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray who lost her husband David to brain cancer  
Evelyn Block           St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Evelyn Borden   Hospitalized for treatment of oxygen and lung issues - improving 
Gina Denucci           Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma 
Dorman Family  On the passing of Rick’s brother, Jeffrey, Dec. 6th in South Dakota  
The Doughertys                            Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Kristine Finck           Friend of the Beatty Family recovering from surgery for breast cancer   
Kris Frank           Friend of Craig & Karen Slusser - Being treated for cancer 
Friend           Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease! 
Friends           PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti 
Joan Gruber           Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer 
Gloria Henze           Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – facing end stage MS at St. Barnabas 
Meghan Hoffman           Student at P. R. High School – declared cancer free! Still a few medical hurdles 
Joe Hallos           Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Judith Heinsberg           Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – dealing with health issues related to chemo 
Jack Karasack                                Doing well (St. Jude’s) following surgery that removed most of brain tumor! 
Joan Kretschmaier                       Gaining strength daily following surgery and hospital stays 
Javier La Fianza           Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues 
Rueith Lewis           Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma      
Ed Lynch           Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues 
Linda Lynch           Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo 
Helen Malkowski           Mother of Mike & April– struggling with various health issues & fractured ankle bone 
Jeanne Martinez           Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty 
Ethan James Marton                    Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues 
Kathy Marweg           Hospitalized this past week with health issues and dehydration – improving 
Mike Moore           Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 yrs old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications 
Ed Morgan           Father of friend of Lisa Augustin – recovering from 4th heart attack 
Kim Mork   Cousin of Karen Erdahl – Battling a severe case of cancer 
The Nicholsons           Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health related issues  
Lenny Radnor           Friend of the Claus families battle Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Brian Reiber           Continues a long recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  
Gail Reiber            Hopeful in undergoing a new treatment to stimulate bone growth in right arm 
Schlor Family  On the passing of Tracy’s mother, Sandra Johnston, November 25th  
Victoria Schminky          Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Aneva Scott           Cousin of Lisa Augustin – having serious pregnancy complications  
Gerda Sousa           Mother of our member, Karin Sousa – recovering from surgery in Germany 
Judy Tappe           Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems 
Steve Waltman           Boyfriend of Barb Grosick – recovering from quadruple bypass surgery  
Angie Weaver           Recovering from a broken rib after a fall  
Chariti Young                 Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 

 

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day both fall on Sunday this year. We will have 
ONE COMBINED SERVICE at 10:00AM on each of those Sundays.                                 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL either Sunday 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 
 
Mailing Address:         Staff: 

             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                          Mr. Kyle Davies                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            

             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                      Mrs. Elaine Roller 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Building Maintenance:                      Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:                    Mr. Josh Frazier 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
Fall/Winter Church Office Hours:                                                                          

Monday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 3:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

