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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                      Third Sunday of Advent – December 11, 2016 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Kevin Olson          8:30   Pat Bolster 
11:00   Cyndi Chiodo       11:00   Cyndi Chiodo 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 

Ushe   8:30    Cole Richwalls                        8:30    Marcie & Kevin Heyl 
                11:00    Christian Gaertner                      11:00    Lisa & Evens Augustin 
                                             

         1111                          Nursery: Duda Family    Altar Guild: Mary Binder  

                                               Tracy Herzer           
                                                                                               Elaine Roller 
                                           Children’s Sermon/Church: Tina Lentz  
                                           Officers of the Day: Jeff Davis / Keri Brown 
                                            
                                           Wreath Lighting: Esswein Family 

                             Gaertner Family 
 
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Jane Davidson in honor of her 

daughter, Jennifer Davidson Stenson’s birthday today!  
Also to the glory of God by the Erdahl Family to wish our church family a blessed  

and safe holiday season!  
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  

are on active military duty around the world.  
                                                                 

  Sunday Service Music 
 
8:30 Service ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 

 
11:00 Service   ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)  WS (Yellow ‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude In the Bleak Midwinter John Purifoy 

Entrance Hymn Everlasting God   WS 21 

Hymn of the Day All Earth Is Hopeful ELW 266 

Offertory Music All Night Long David Huntsinger 

Communion Music Hungry  WS 65 

Closing Song Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807 

 

Prelude Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming John Purifoy 

Entrance Hymn Awake! Awake, & Greet the New Morn ELW 242 

Hymn of the Day All Earth Is Hopeful ELW 266 

Offertory Music The Yearning Craig Courtney 
Communion Music Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW 726 

Closing Song Hail to the Lord’s Anointed ELW 311 
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Third Sunday of Advent                                                      December 11, 2016  
 

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom. Jesus points to signs of God’s reign: the blind see, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf 

hear. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this 

day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice 

and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 

                                                                           
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. 
God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be 
restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 
 
1
The wilderness and the dry land shall be 

glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 

2
it shall blossom 

abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God. 
3
Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 
4
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God. He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you.” 
 

5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be 

opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 

6
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for 
joy. For waters shall break forth in the 

wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
 

7
the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. 
 

8
A highway shall be there, and it shall be 

called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not 
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; 
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 

9
No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 

10
And the ransomed of the LORD shall 

return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

 

Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 (choir leads at 8:30 service)  

 
46b

My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
  

47
my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 

 
48

for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 

49
you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 
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50

You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
  from generation to | generation.  
 

51
You have shown strength | with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 

52
casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 

53
You have filled the hungry | with good things 

  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 

54
You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 

55
the promise made | to our forbears, 

  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. 

  
Second Reading: James 5:7-10                                                                                                                        

7
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until 

the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious crop from the 
earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 
8
You also must be patient. 

Strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is near. 

9
Beloved, do not grumble against 

one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing 
at the doors! 

10
As an example of 

suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11                                                                                                                          
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth. From a prison cell, 
he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. 

2
When John heard in prison what the 

Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 

3
and said to him, “Are you the one 

who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” 

4
Jesus answered them, “Go and 

tell John what you hear and see: 
5
the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 

6
And blessed is anyone 

who takes no offense at me.” 
  

7
As they went away, Jesus began to 

speak to the crowds about John: “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A 

reed shaken by the wind? 
8
What then did 

you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 
robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are 
in royal palaces. 

9
What then did you go out 

to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 

10
This is the one about 

whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your way before 
you.’ 
11

Truly I tell you, among those born of 
women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.” 
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join 
in the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers 

and non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic 
heritage, employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or 
mental abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we are all one in 
God’s eyes, we encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of this 
congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we understand 
it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received from the Creator 
of us all. 

 
THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
 
SUNDAY – DECEMBER 11, 2016 ~ THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion 
   5:00pm  Christmas Party at Treesdale Community Center 
 
MONDAY – DECEMBER 12, 2016 

 7:00 pm Church Council meets 
 7:00 pm Family Ministries Team meets 
 
TUESDAY – DECEMBER 13, 2016 

 7:00 pm Finance Team meets 
 
WEDNESDAY – DECEMBER 14, 2016                                                            

11:00 am Morning Advent Service 
   
THURSDAY – DECEMBER 15, 2016 
 7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal – DIFFERENT NIGHT THIS WEEK  
 
SUNDAY – DECEMBER 18, 2016 ~ FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion 
  9:45 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion 
   Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 
 

The Hanging of the Greens!  All Altar Guild Members and any          

interested members of PHLC ~ We will need volunteers following the     
11:00 AM service on December 18

th
 to help prepare our sanctuary for  

Christmas Eve Services. Please join us! Guaranteed to enhance your  
Christmas spirit! 

Morning Advent Services 
the four Wednesdays of Advent 

~ 11AM ~ 
November 30 

December 7, 14, 21 

 

Christmas Eve Worship   
Join us on Christmas Eve 
as we celebrate the birth 
of the Christ Child, Jesus 

Christ our Savior.   
Two candlelight services 

will be held.  
5:00 PM Family 

Candlelight Service of 
Holy Communion        

9:00 PM. Festival Service 
of Holy Communion  

MUSICAL PRELUDE will 
begin 30 minutes prior 

to each service.  
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
one service at 10:00AM 
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The beautiful new choir robes have been dedicated to the glory of God 

in memory of Fred Claus and Carol Inman (long-time members of our choir) 

through donations to the Memorial Fund. We thank all who have made this 

possible and will take joy in a lovely addition to our worship services!  

 

Annual Church Christmas Party TONIGHT!                                                                           

Date: Sunday, December 11, 2016      Time: 5:00 - 7:00 pm                                                                                                                                                                       

Location: Treesdale Community Center                                                                                            

A Christmas Potluck meal will be served. Ham and turkey will be provided.                                         

Please bring a side dish to share. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.                                                         

There will be a holiday craft for the kids followed by gift wrapping.                                                             

Also, for the kids, Santa is coming! Make sure to bring your list and ask Santa for EVERYTHING!    

THE FIRST ANNUAL PHLC COOKIE CONTEST! Please bring at least a dozen of your best 

holiday cookie recipe to enter the cookie contest. A group of 3-5 judges will pick the favorite. The 

winner will receive an awesome trophy.                                                                                                           
PARENTS: If you are not familiar with how SANTA provides gifts…please see Pastor today   

       

 
Pay~a~Bill Campaign Update ~ $7774.83 has been donated so far for our Pay-a-Bill Campaign. 
Our appreciation goes out to those who have chosen a bill to pay for our church. Inserted in your 
bulletin is a list of common bills that we incur annually or monthly. We thank you in advance if you 
are able to participate in this campaign!   
  
Pledge Card Update – 30 Pledge Cards have been received so far. Our typical return is 50 cards     
~ so we are getting there! Please remember to bring or mail your card to the church.  
 
                            

PHLC MONTHLY BUDGET ANALYSIS 
November 2016 

  OTHER TOTAL  BUDGET 

 GIVING INCOME INCOME EXPENSE BALANCE 

BUDGET 246968 47887 294855 294855  

ACTUAL 236590 48648 285238 287256  
 

DIFFERENCE -10378 761 -9617 7599 -2018 
 

The Balance Sheet for November 30, 2016 lists Minus $12,185 in Operating Fund 
Budget numbers include designated budget funds 
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Social Outreach News                                                  
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help 

                                  "Remember: the most important rule is golden."                                                                                                     
A CHRISTMAS CATALOG JESUS WOULD LIKE ~ That would be the Lutheran World Relief 
Catalog. Looking for Christmas gifts for relatives and friends who don't need anything? Buy gifts from 
the LWR Catalog for people who really need them and LWR can provide you a card to send to your 
relatives and friends telling them you did this in their honor. Pick up a LWR Catalog today from the 
Social Outreach table in the Narthex. 

MAGAZINE DONORS: PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY~ Before you place your magazines in the barrel 
to be donated to Allegheny Health Network peel off or clip out the address labels. Thank you for 
sharing your used magazines so that people in the Waiting Rooms of AHN will have something good 
to read while they wait for a procedure or for someone having a procedure. 

SHARE JOY AND LOVE THIS CHRISTMAS! Thank you for taking one or 

more tags from our Christmas Giving Tree! Please remember that your 
donations (placed in a Christmas gift bag but not otherwise wrapped) are due 
by the end of the day today. They will be delivered to MHY and Light of Life 
on Monday, December 12

th
. 

Good Samaritan Fund ~ During the months of November and December, donations to Second 
Mile Giving will go to the Good Samaritan Fund.  The fund is used to help members and friends of 
our own congregation and community or travelers who find themselves in a strange area in need of 
assistance with food, clothing, shelter and gas. This fund is one way that the congregation 
responds to the great commission to help the less fortunate. Please give generously this holiday 
season so we can in turn help others. 

 
                                                                    ‘At-Home’ Members 

Don’t forget to add our ‘At Home’ members to your Christmas card list.  Sending them a simple card lets them 
know that we are thinking about them during this holy season even though they can’t be with us! 

Mrs. Mae Sheets 

Shelbourne Assisted Living 
296 Dinnerbell Road 
Butler, PA 16002 
 
Mr. Roy Shoop 

811 Village Drive Apt #202 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
 
Mrs. Evelyn Block 

Washington Place #104 
5847 Meridian Road  

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

Mrs. Gloria Henze 

c/o St. Barnabas 
5827 Meridian Road 
Gibsonia, PA 15044 
 
Mrs. Olive Tritinger 

New Hope Personal Care Home 
300 Union Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15202  
 
Rev. Roger & Anne Nicholson 

231 Overlook Drive 
Verona, PA 15147 
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Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~  

 
 
Laura Burton Bertorello            Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray who lost her husband David to brain cancer  
Evelyn Block           St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Evelyn Borden  Hospitalized for treatment of oxygen and lung issues 
Gina Denucci           Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma  
The Doughertys                            Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Kristine Finck           Friend of the Beatty Family recovering from surgery for breast cancer   
Kris Frank           Friend of Craig & Karen Slusser - Being treated for cancer 
Friend           Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease! 
Friends           PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti 
Joan Gruber           Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer 
Gloria Henze           Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – facing end stage MS at St. Barnabas 
Meghan Hoffman           9th grader at Pine Richland High School continues to battle leukemia 
Joe Hallos           Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer 
Judith Heinsberg           Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – dealing with health issues related to chemo 
Jack Karasack                                Doing well (St. Jude’s) following surgery that removed most of brain tumor! 
Joan Kretschmaier                       Gaining strength daily following surgery and hospital stays 
Javier La Fianza           Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues 
Rueith Lewis           Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma      
Ed Lynch           Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues 
Linda Lynch           Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo 
Helen Malkowski           Mother of Mike & April– struggling with various health issues & a fractured ankle bone 
Jeanne Martinez           Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty 
Ethan James Marton                    Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues 
Kathy Marweg           Needs extra prayers for ongoing health issues ~ undergoing a new treatment  
Mike Moore           Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 years old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications 
Ed Morgan           Father of friend of Lisa Augustin – recovering from 4th heart attack 
Kim Mork   Cousin of Karen Erdahl – Battling a severe case of cancer 
The Nicholsons           Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health related issues  
Lenny Radnor           Friend of the Claus families battle Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Brian Reiber           Continues a long recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  
Gail Reiber            Hopeful in undergoing a new treatment to stimulate bone growth in right arm 
Schlor Family  On the passing of Tracy’s mother, Sandra Johnston, November 25th  
Victoria Schminky          Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Aneva Scott           Cousin of Lisa Augustin – having serious pregnancy complications  
Gerda Sousa           Mother of our member, Karin Sousa – recovering from surgery in Germany 
Judy Tappe           Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems 
Steve Waltman           Boyfriend of Barb Grosick – recovering from quadruple bypass surgery  
Angie Weaver           Recovering from a broken rib after a fall  
Chariti Young                 Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 

        
 

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day both fall on Sunday this year. We will have 
ONE COMBINED SERVICE at 10:00AM on each of those Sundays.                                 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL either Sunday 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 
 
Mailing Address:         Staff: 

             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                          Mr. Kyle Davies                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            

             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                      Mrs. Elaine Roller 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Building Maintenance:                      Mr. Rob Davide 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:                    Mr. Josh Frazier 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
Fall/Winter Church Office Hours:                                                                          

Monday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 3:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

