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               Those Assisting with Worship Today 
                      Second Sunday of Advent – December 10, 2017 
 
Assisting Ministers:                                         Lector: 

   8:30   Karen Erdahl                                  8:30   Brian Erdahl 
10:00   Jeff Buss       10:00  Lisa Tiller 
     

Acolytes: Acolytes:    Ushers: 
Ushe   8:30    Jocelyn Esswein                             8:30   Kevin & Marcie Heyl                   
 10:00    Christian Gaertner                                 10:00   Cyndi Chiodo / TBD 
                                                                                        

                                            Nursery: Caitlyn Olson    Altar Guild: Kim Williams  
                                                          Marianne Powell          
                                                                                                Elaine Roller  
                                           Officers of the Day: Jeff Davis / Keri Brown 

Advent Wreath: Esswein / Noir Families 
 
 
The Altar Flowers today are given to the glory of God by Jane Davidson in loving  
memory of Gary Davidson.  
The yellow rose is given to the glory of God by Mrs. Hank Reiber in honor of all who  
are on active military duty around the world.  
                                                         
                                 Sunday Service Music 
 
8:30 Service      ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)        WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
10:00 Service        ELW (Burgundy Hymnal)        WS (‘Worship Songs’ Book)                                                       

Prelude   

Opening Hymn In Christ Alone WS 133 

Hymn of the Day Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW 256 

Offertory Music Will We Know Him? ~ choir Basig/Price 
Communion Music Welcome to Our World    WS 244 

Closing Song Give Thanks  WS 121 

 
 

Prelude   

Opening Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  ELW 254 

Hymn of the Day Christ, Be Our Light  ELW 715 

Offertory Music   
Communion Music Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW 256 

Closing Song Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 
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Second Sunday of Advent                                                  December 10, 2017                  

John called people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing would 

get in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the 

assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle 

with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, 

“See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a 

world in need of justice and peace.

                                                                                                                                                                   
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
The prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over. The Lord will deliver Israel and will 
care for her as a shepherd cares for his sheep. This word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality 
in life is the word of the Lord. 
1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, 
that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the LORD’s hand double for all 
her sins. 
 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way of the LORD, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be 
revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 

their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your 
God!” 
 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him;  
his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
The author of this letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct 
dedicated to God. 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that 
with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like one 
day. 9The Lord is not slow about his 
promise, as some think of slowness, but is 

patient with you, not wanting any to perish, 
but all to come to repentance. 10But the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief, and then 
the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, and the elements will be dissolved 
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with fire, and the earth and everything that is 
done on it will be disclosed. 
  11Since all these things are to be 
dissolved in this way, what sort of persons 
ought you to be in leading lives of holiness 
and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with 

fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, 
we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 
where righteousness is at home. 
  14Therefore, beloved, while you are 
waiting for these things, strive to be found by 
him at peace, without spot or 
blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our 
Lord as salvation.

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’ ” 
       4John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.        
5And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins.  
6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. 
 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
his sandals.  
8I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 
JOIN US FOR THESE SERVICES DURING THIS SPECIAL TIME OF YEAR 

AS WE PREPARE FOR THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST CHILD! 
 

The 4th week of Advent will be celebrated on Wednesday, December 20, 2017 at 7:00 PM. 
Join us for this special service of Advent Lessons and Carols. 
 

Join us on Christmas Eve ~ December 24, 2017 as we welcome the Christ 
Child into our lives. Festival Candle-light Services of Holy Communion will be 
celebrated at 5:00 PM and 9:00 PM ~ (No Sunday morning services this day!) 
Music will begin 1/2 hour before the services. Join your family in Christ as we 
gather and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior. 
A Nursery for young children will be offered at the 5:00 PM service.  
(Thank you to the Ferrence Ray Family for staffing!) 

 
NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICES will be held on Sunday, December 31, 2017 at our regular times.  
Traditional service of Holy Communion will be at 8:30 AM and a more Contemporary service will 
begin at 10:00 AM 
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We welcome all visitors this morning to Perry Highway Lutheran Church!                            
We are delighted to have you join us in worship this morning. If you do not  
have a church home, we invite you to join us each Sunday morning. 

 
Affirmation of Welcome 

In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to 
join in the reign of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers and 
non-believers regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic 
heritage, employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or 
mental abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identity or any other distinction. As we are all 
one in God’s eyes, we encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full 
life of this congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as 
we understand it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have 
received from the Creator of us all. 

 

THIS WEEK AT PHLC 
 
SUNDAY – DECEMBER 10, 2017 ~ SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion  
  9:45 am Sunday School  
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion  
11:00 am  Christmas Pageant rehearsal 
11:15 am Youth Group  
 
MONDAY – DECEMBER 11, 2017 
 7:00 pm Family Ministries Team meets 
 
WEDNESDAY – DECEMBER 13, 2017 
  7:00 pm Contemporary Praise Worship Service                  
  7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
SATURDAY – DECEMBER 16, 2017 
   4-7 pm Congregational Christmas Party at Treesdale! 
 
SUNDAY – DECEMBER 17, 2017 ~ THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  8:30 am Traditional Service of Holy Communion  
 No Regular Sunday School – Pageant in Sanctuary for Worship 
10:00 am Contemporary Service of Holy Communion / Christmas Pageant 
11:00 am NYG Meeting 
11:15 am Youth Group  
 
 

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord! 
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Good Samaritan Fund ~ During the months of November and December, 
donations to Second Mile Giving will go to the Good Samaritan Fund.  The 
fund is used to help members and friends of our own congregation and 
community or travelers who find themselves in a strange area in need of 
assistance with food, clothing, shelter and gas. This fund is one way that the 
congregation responds to the great commission to help the less fortunate. 
Please give generously this holiday season so we can in turn help others. 
                               
                                   Gift Tag Christmas Giving Tree!  
Our Church will be collecting gifts for the children at MHY Family Services 
(formerly Mars Home for Youth), Light of Life Ministries and children in the 
community.  Look for the Christmas Gift List Tree in the narthex with gift ideas.  
We ask that if you take a tag - please sign the “Wish Book”, shop, and return the 
gifts to the church by THIS WEEK. Please attach the identification tag to the gifts.  
We hope this will be a reminder to all to remember others during the Christmas 
season and to help make Christmas merrier for those less fortunate.   

 
Congregational Christmas Party! 

THIS SATURDAY~ December 16th ~ 4pm - 7pm ~ Treesdale Community Center 
We will be providing Turkey & Ham – Please bring a side dish to share! 
Cookie Contest! Bring a batch of your favorite recipe! 
Activities for the kids and a visit from Santa!                                                                            
We invite you to bring a gift for Jesus from the BABY SHOWER FOR JESUS list! 

                                       Please come and celebrate Christmas with us! 

 
                                                           ‘At-Home’ Members 
Don’t forget to add our ‘At Home’ members to your Christmas card list.  Sending them a simple 
card lets them know that we are thinking about them during this holy season even though they 
can’t be with us.

                                                                   
Mr. Roy Shoop 
811 Village Drive Apt #202             
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
 
Mrs. Evelyn Block 
Washington Place #104 
5847 Meridian Road                         
Gibsonia, PA 15044 
 
Mrs. Gloria Henze 
c/o St. Barnabas 
5827 Meridian Road ~ Gibsonia, PA 15044 

 
Mrs. Olive Tritinger 
New Hope Personal Care Home 
300 Union Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15202  
 
In addition – here is the Nicholson’s address 
to keep in touch! 
                                                                                    
Rev. Roger & Anne Nicholson 
231 Overlook Drive 
Verona, PA 15147 
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Children’s Christmas Pageant News  
As is our tradition, once again this year, we will be presenting a Children’s 

Christmas Pageant to the congregation.  The Christmas Pageant will be  

presented at the 10:00 am service on December 17th.   Rehearsal for the  

children will take place again today ~ December 10th at 11:15am.  

Dress rehearsal will be on Dec. 17th @ 9:30am.  

All preschool and elementary school children are invited to participate.    

For more information please contact Earlene Allshouse ~  earleneallshouse@gmail.com   

 
2018 Congregational Officers 

 
At their Council Meeting on December 2, 2017 the Church Council elected the following 
Congregational Officers. We thank them for their service to our congregation!  
  
President:   Jeff Buss 
Vice President: Tina Lentz 

Secretary:  Jay Frerotte 
Treasurer:   TBD in January 

 

Social Outreach News 
PHLC Helping Those Jesus Would Help ~ "Remember: the most important rule is golden.

 
“BABY SHOWER FOR JESUS”  
A “Baby Shower for Jesus” is being held up to and including the Sunday after the Christmas Party 
on December 16th.  We will be collecting baby items for the Light of Life Women & Children’s 
Program.  Needed items include: diapers (all sizes), onesies (all sizes), baby bottles, oral gel, 
baby wipes, formula –both liquid and powder, baby powder, baby shampoo, baby lotion, diaper 
rash ointment, baby thermometers, nail clippers and any other items that babies could use.  Toys 
are appreciated, but other items are more needed.  Items can be left in the Narthex. The final 
collection will be after the December 17th service and will be delivered the shelter the following 
week. You are welcome to bring a contribution to the Christmas Party this Saturday! 

 

                                             ELCA Advocacy November Update 

 
DACA UPDATE: Last month, the White House released a series of immigration principles and 
policies outlining immigration recommendations for Congress to consider alongside legislation to 
protect young “Dreamers.” These principles include policies that take away trafficking protections for 
children, make it harder for people seeking protection to find refuge in our country, and reduce the 
ability of families to stay together. Shortly after the release of the principles, ELCA Advocacy shared 
an action alert encouraging lawmakers to support protections for young Dreamers without additional 
provisions.  

                                               

mailto:earleneallshouse@gmail.com
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                          ~ Please remember the following people in your daily prayers ~ 
 
Terry Abbott  Father of Tina Lentz – continues to gain strength & recover from a serious heart attack  
Mark Beatty  Prayers for an excellent GI office visit on Dec 14 - only good news! 
Evelyn Block   St. Barnabas Assisted Living – acute arthritis – very limited mobility 
Greg Cercone  Prayers for strength in his continuing recovery from multiple health issues  
Lisa Costello  Sister of Renea Wilson – recovering from major surgery  
Gina Denucci   Aunt of Greg Cercone – responding to treatment for spreading melanoma 
Mary Kay Dinderman Doing well in her recovery from major surgery last week ~ Prayers for healing!  
The Doughertys   Parents of Bill Dougherty – dealing with health issues 
Friend    Youth member of PHLC making progress in fighting off a rare auto-immune disease 
Friends    PHLC Compassion International Sponsored Children in Haiti  
Joan Gruber   Mother of Jeff Gruber – continuing treatment for lung cancer  
Haylee   Friend of Cassie Roller battling recurrence of AML Leukemia  
Gloria Henze   Mother of Darlene Wisniewski – St. Barnabas resident  
Joe Hallos   Friend of Jane Davidson ~ undergoing treatment for pancreatic cancer  
Judith Heinsberg   Cousin of Barb Hoellerman – improving at home from chemo related health issues  
Jack Karasack   Anxiously awaiting a new & hopeful treatment process to begin any day 
Gary Kottner  Husband of Joyce (Lydick) Kottner – will be undergoing back surgery in February  
Joan Kretschmaier  Undergoing tests for a few health issues  
Javier La Fianza   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – heart issues  
Rueith Lewis   Friend of Kay Wisniewski fighting lymphoma  
Ed Lynch    Brother of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with health issues  
Linda Lynch   Sister-in-law of Joan Kretschmaier – dealing with major fatigue due to chemo  
Helen Malkowski   Mother of Mike & April– Doing much better in her recovery at home in New Jersey  
Jeanne Martinez   Mother of Evens Augustin – continues to deal with heart issues and angioplasty  
Ethan James Marton  Grandson of Sara & George Marton – sensitivity and medication issues  
Mike Moore   Family friend of Carolyn Claus – 22 yrs old battling Cystic Fibrosis with complications  
The Nicholsons   Pastor Roger & Anne – dealing with a few health-related issues 
Lenny Radnor   Friend of the Claus families battling Lymphoma complicated by heart issues  
Joe Rauso   Close family friend of the Rollers –recovering from a stroke  
Brian Reiber   Doing better in his recovery from third rotator cuff surgical procedure  
Gail Reiber   New treatment to deal with elbow bone growth successful – shoulder/rotator cuff problems   
Lincoln Rice   Son of Kevin & Jen – coping with allergies & asthma  
Amanda Schlor   Doing well in her therapy following spinal surgery  
Victoria Schminky   Relative of Jeff & Deb Martin – undergoing chemotherapy & radiation  
Judy Tappe   Sister of Bob Drwal / dealing with severe lung problems  
Hailey Tesner   Needs prayers dealing with health issues  
Chariti Young   Friend of Vicki Ferrence Ray – recovering from double mastectomy 
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Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church is a member Congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod. 
 
Mailing Address:        Staff: 
             11403 Perry Highway                              Senior Pastor:                  The Reverend Dennis J. Ferguson 
             Wexford, Pennsylvania  15090                Pastor Emeritus:              The Reverend Roger S. Nicholson 
                                                                              Director of Music:                                     Mrs. Jenny Wojnar                                             
Phone: 724 / 935-1226 Church                            Parish Secretary:                                  Ms. Barb Hoellerman                            
             724 / 935-4605 Pre-School                      Admin. Assistant:                            Mrs. Denise Britenbaugh 
                                                                              Director of Family Ministries:                       Mr. Jason Dauer 
                                                                 Director of Pre-School:                                Mrs. Laurie Kretz 
                                                                              Custodian/Caretaker:                 Mr. David Voelzke 
                                                                              Council President:                                            Mr. Jeff Davis 
                                                                               
Fall/Winter Church Office Hours:                                                                          
Monday through Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 3:00 pm                
 
Visit us on the Web at:  www.phlc.org – Staff email addresses may be found on our website – Staff page.  

 
The Mission of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church: 

 
Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church           
in America, is a vibrant, thriving, community of faith in which: 

              -           worship has a central place      
             -           learning opportunities actively engage everyone 
             -           servant ministries witness boldly  
              -           ministries of hospitality enthusiastically invite and welcome 
              -           generous and wise giving is a grateful response 
             -           praying never ceases 
              -           and encouragement is offered freely 
.              
                    The people of Perry Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church stand with arms wide open  

to welcome you, serve you, and walk with you along your journey of faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.phlc.org/

