
Step out of the traffic 

Take a long, 

Loving look at me, 

Your High God… Light your candle 

  Shut off the lights 

    Silence the phone, TV and computer 

We begin in the Name of 

The Father 

The Son  

And the Holy Spirit 



is about “getting ready” or “waiting” for the birth of Jesus. It is also 

considered the beginning of the church new year. Of course for most of us our getting 

ready includes, shopping, decorating, parties, tree trimming, baking, school concerts 

and recitals, serving, Christmas cards, family demands and the ever present hope and 

belief that “...if I just do everything right, it will be the  perfect Christmas.” But, there is 

no perfect because perfect can only be found in God. God’s  story is one of surprises, 

joy and great love. And the biggest  surprise,...in the midst of imperfection, a king is 

born. 

 

What is the purpose of this: This Candle Time is to assist your family in practicing 

Advent at home! It is a small moment during the week to stop and get to know 

God a little bit better.  It helps our hearts to get ready for Jesus! And it helps us to 

experience the JOY of Jesus story! 

Candle Time at Bedtime: ...speaks to the importance of ritual, rhythm and light 

for a child. Children are able to calm their bodies and their thoughts by focusing 

on the candlelight during story time, sharing or prayer. An important part of the 

bedtime ritual is blowing the flame out. It’s a great visual signal that the day has 

officially come to a close, and now it is time for sleep.  

 

 

Doing Candle Time  as Devotions 

As Advent time is measured  in 4 weeks, pick one time during the week 

when all your family is together. Try to make this a priority and include 

everyone. It’s also fun to invite others to participate. 

Follow the directions on the page to the left. 

Remember this time need not be perfect. We are all just  everyday fami-

lies. Everyday stuff will be brought to the devotional time. God knows us 

and wants us to come to Him just as we are. 

Invite everyone one to participate, possibly assigning the readings. If 

children can’t read, invite them to lead by repeating statements after 

you.  



Advent - Week One 

Light one candle 

Background: This is the beginning of Jesus’ story. God loves us and is ready to be 

among us - to announce his coming, he sends an angel to Mary! Mary is to be the 

mother of Jesus - this is the first of God’s surprises… 

                                   

 

  

 

 

                     

  Read:  Luke 1: 26-35 or page 196   in the Spark Storybible 

Questions: 

What are your favorite words in the reading - circle or highlight them and share them outloud. 

    How is Mary feeling? Do you think she is surprised? 

        How would you feel if you saw an angel? 

            What do you think angels look like? 

                What did the angel say Jesus would be like? 

                    What did the angel say Mary was like? 

                        Do you think God picked Mary purposely? 

                           Prayer:  Ask each member of your family what their prayer needs are.        

      Appoint one person to pray, or take turns praying for each other. 

Good morning! 
You’re beautiful with God’s beauty, 
Beautiful inside and out! 
God be with you. 
 
She was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like that. But the angel assured her, “Mary, 
you have nothing to fear. God has a surprise for you: You will become pregnant and give birth to a son and call 
his name Jesus.  
 
He will be great, 
    be called ‘Son of the Highest.’ 
The Lord God will give him 
    the throne of his father David; 
He will rule Jacob’s house forever— 
    no end, ever, to his kingdom.” 
The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
    the power of the Highest hover over you; 
Therefore, the child you bring to birth 
    will be called Holy, Son of God. 
 

Luke 1:26-35 (The Angel’s words only)  

 
 

 
  

 



Advent - Week Two 

Light two candles 

Background: When Mary  learns she is going to have a baby, she knows she needs to 

share the news with someone she loves! Mary goes to her older cousin Elizabeth. Mary 

is SURPRISED to find Elizabeth is going to have a baby too!  Elizabeth is quite old, so 

this was a miracle. Like Mary, Elizabeth’s  husband got this news from an angel too. 

This God of ours is full of surprises!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

Read: Luke 1:42-45 or page 202  in the Storybook Bible 

Questions: 

What are your favorite words in the reading - circle or highlight them and share them out loud. 

    What does Elizabeth know right away? How do you suppose she knows? 

        Who do you like to share your good news with? 

            Why is Elizabeth so JOYful? 

                Is God surprising you at all this season? 

 

  Prayer:  Our prayer tonight is for JOY. Can you name some people  

          you know who need JOY in their lives? As a family pray together. 

Elizabeth to Mary -  
 

You’re so blessed among women, 
    and the babe in your womb, also blessed! 
And why am I so blessed that 
    the mother of my Lord visits me? 
The moment the sound of your 
    greeting entered my ears, 
The babe in my womb 
    skipped like a lamb for sheer joy. 
Blessed woman, who believed what God 
said, believed every word would come true! 
 
Luke 1:42-45 The Message 

  

 



 

 

Advent - Week Three 

Light three candles 

Background: What a surprise - Elizabeth knows that God’s son is to be born! God’s 

people have been waiting a long time for their Messiah...their King to come. But the 

real surprise is that this is not going to be a typical King! Mary’s song below, talks 

about who Jesus is going to be and what he is coming to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Read: Luke 1:46-55 or page   202  in the Storybook Bible 

Questions: 

What are your favorite words in the reading - circle or highlight them and share them out loud. 

    What does it mean to magnify something? 

        How can we “magnify” God? 

            What are some of the surprising things that Jesus is going to do? 

 

 Prayer:  Our prayer tonight is for those who are hungry and have no  

        place to live or sleep - remember when Jesus was born...he had no place to sleep. 

 
47    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant     
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49  for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to  
Abraham and his descendants forever.    
                                                                                             
Luke 1:46-55 NRSV 



Advent 4  

Light four candles 

Background: The Romans are in charge! They want to keep track of every one of the 

Israelites because they want to make sure that they get all the tax money. They make 

people travel back to the towns where they were born to be counted. Long ago the 

prophet Micah told the people that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem to the 

house of David. How surprising is it that the Romans helped to make God’s plan      

happen!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                

 Read: Luke 1:46-55 or page  212 in the Storybook Bible 

Questions: 

What are your favorite words in the reading - circle or highlight them and share them out loud. 

    When and why are people “counted”?  

        Talk about a time you were “counted.” 

            Where are some of the places you have traveled? How did you get there? 

 Mary and Joseph traveled on a Donkey - do you suppose they were worried? 

  

  Prayer:  Dear God - Our prayer tonight is for those who are far away - 

       either family, friends or friends we haven’t met yet! As people travel, 
   please keep them safe, especially those we love. (offer any prayer 
    requests that you might have) AMEN. 

 

  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 

census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 
2 (This was the first census that took place while       

Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went 

to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Beth-

lehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was        

expecting a child.                                                                                          

    Luke :1-6 



Christmas Eve 

 

Background: What a wonderful surprise! God loved us so much that he sent his son 

to be born like us. An even bigger surprise is that  God picked out a very special family 

for Jesus to have. They weren’t royalty or rulers, leaders or priests (the kind of family  a 

King could be born in) . They were kind and loving people who loved God! God knew 

best. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 

  

Read: Luke 1:46-55 or page  212 in the Storybook Bible 

Questions: 

What are your favorite words in the reading - circle or highlight them and share them out loud. 

    Look at your nativity and take turns tell the story of each one of the figures. 

        What  kind of message would an angel give us now? 

            What would you tell the world about Jesus? 

 Prayer:  Our prayer tonight is for those who are hungry and have no  

        place to live or sleep - remember when Jesus was born...he had no place to sleep.  

                                 Thank God for the gift of his son Jesus. 

6 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 

7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 

cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 

room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keep-

ing watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord ap-

peared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You 

will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a     manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 

the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and peace to his people on earth.” 

 Luke 2:6-14 



Andrea has been in Ministry for 28 years. She is in her 14th year as  the 

Director of Family and Youth Ministry at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church 

- a congregation and people she is crazy about. 

Her main focus in congregational ministry is connecting church with 

home. She believes with all her heart that parents are the primary faith 

models for their children and that faith begins, and is nurtured and 

grounded in the home!  

Andrea is an aunt, a storyteller and pretends to be an artist. She loves 

books, rocks and the North Shore. She doesn’t like to fly or play volley-

ball and gave up lock-ins about 15 years ago. 


