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Hi PHLC! 

 

It’s almost October, and you know what that means: Fall is here. It’s a time when life seems to 

get busier and all we want to do is slow down and spend time with our family in nature or in the 

kitchen. There are the walks through the park breathing in the crisp air and smell of leaves. And 

the apple cider and baked butternut squash. Don’t forget the pumpkin picking, carving, baking, 

and eating. And the corn mazes, bonfires, and hayrides. 

 

On the 28
th
, PHLC will have a chance to participate in many of these things together as a church 

family. At Yeck Farms (pg. 2), we will join for an afternoon of fellowship (and to check some 

things off of our Fall bucket list). 

 

Another exciting thing that happens in October is Reformation Day. As we near toward this 

500
th
 anniversary, I’m sure we will be reminded of our Lutheran history. On the 25

th
, there will 

be a viewing of Rick Steves’ Luther and the Reformation at 6 PM, right before the Wednesday 

church service. The high school students also will be focusing on Reformation in youth group. 

 

So with Fall here and Reformation Day 

right around the corner, let me leave 

you with this reminder from Luther to 

go and enjoy the leaves and cider and 

gourds: 

  

God writes the Gospel not in the 

Bible alone, but also on trees, 

and in the flowers and clouds 

and stars.     

-Martin Luther 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jason A. Dauer 

Director of Family Ministries 

 
Living daily in God’s amazing grace! 
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Family Hayride Day!! 
 

Who? 
  

PHLC Families of all shapes and sizes 
(Everyone is invited!) 

 
 

What? 
  

Yeck Farms is a family-owned farm in 
Freedom, PA. Join us for a fun-filled 
afternoon filled with a private hayride, corn 
maze, hay tunnel, fire with s’mores. There 
will be farm animals to pet and a grain 
building to play in. 
 

Only $5 per person! 
 

Yeck Farms will have pumpkins and gourds 
available for purchase (cash or check only) 
 
 

When?       Where? 
 

   October 28
th
             Yeck Farms 

3:30 – 5:30 pm         568 Baker Road 
Freedom, PA 15040 

 
 

 
 

For more 
information see 
Corrie Noir or 
Jason Dauer. 
 
 
 

Please give all 
cash and checks 
to Jason Dauer.  
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Remind is an app used by school teachers to efficiently 

distribute information to students. 
  

PHLC parents and youth are urged to sign-up to receive 

updates on events as hopefully this will become a 

primary communication channel for Family Ministries at 

PHLC. 
 

You can join by downloading the app and/or entering this information into your 

phone: 
 

 

Family Ministries:   https://www.remind.com/join/phlcfm  

or 

Text “@phlcfm” to 81010 
  

Sunday School:   https://www.remind.com/join/phlcss  

or 

Text “@phlcss” to 81010 
 

Confirmation Class:   https://www.remind.com/join/phlccc  

or 

Text “@phlccc” to 81010 
 

High School Youth Group:  https://www.remind.com/join/phlchs 

or  

Text “@phlchs” to 81010 
 

National Youth Gathering:  https://www.remind.com/join/phlcnyg   

or   

Text “@phlcnyg” to 81010 
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LOST: ADDITIONAL YOUTH ROOM SEATING 

 

 

 

If found, call (724) 935-1226 
 

 

 

 

 

Remodeling? 

Getting rid of any gently used furniture? 

We are currently looking for youth-friendly couches, sectionals, tables, etc.! 

If you have something you think we might be interested in, please contact Jason 

Dauer at familyministries@phlc.org.  

mailto:familyministries@phlc.org
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2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering 

 

Reminder: $150 registration deposit is 
due by Sunday October, 15

th
 

 

Presentation from the September 17th 
Informational Meeting: Link 
 
 
 

On the 2018 Theme 

From the Gathering:  

We are excited to share with you the theme for the 
2018 ELCA Youth Gathering, “This Changes Everything.” Our primary scripture will be Ephesians 2:8 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” 
 
Grace is a foundational and distinctive piece of the Lutheran faith. This gift, undeserved and freely 
given, changes lives and perspectives as people realize they are enough because of what Christ has 
done and are called into the world to serve their neighbor and share the good news. 
 
Our logo is a visual representation of our theme and the 2018 Gathering experience. It incorporates 
the coming together of a mosaic to reflect the diverse host city of Houston, as well as the idea that we 
are a church where all are imperfect and incomplete, yet we each belong in – and have an important 
place in – God’s masterpiece. The cross at the center of the logo is the focus – it is God’s grace, 
through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection that changes everything for all people. 
 
In her book “Woo: Awakening Teenagers’ Desire to Follow in the Way of Jesus,” Morgan Schmidt 
identifies the three central desires of teens. 
 
All youth desire: 
 

 Someone to become 
 Somewhere to belong 
 Something to do [that changes the world] 

 
Throughout the 2015 Gathering and the evaluations and conversations that followed, we heard our 
young people echo these desires again and again. As young people desire and struggle to find 
someone to become, somewhere to belong and something to do, the Gathering seeks to be a 
ministry that helps define some of that or at least open up pathways of discovery. Ultimately, we want 
youth to understand the fierce love that God has for them, just as they are, and that by grace, through 
faith, they have been saved. When young people (or really any age person!) truly claim this reality, it 
indeed changes everything. 
 
We look forward to diving deeply into this theme with you in the months to come!  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aUY_ZUz8xlZR08iwksTGgj1go3dtgio6D1l_893xXYU/edit?usp=sharing
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Family Ministry Event Sign-Up 
 

 

What’s better than having a family game night? Having a Church-family game night? Let’s make that 
happen! 
 

If you are interested, sign up to help coordinate a family event. The events listed below are merely ideas. 
Event coordinators are welcome to lead any event they would like. 
 

Our goal is have one family event every month. Jason Dauer, the Director of Family Ministries, will be 
available to support the coordinator(s) of all events. 
 

 
Suggested Events Coordinator(s) 

October 
Hayride, corn maze, and 
pumpkin picking at Yeck 
Farms 

Corrie Noir  

November 
Crafts at Concordia of 
Wexford 

  

December Birthday party for Jesus 
 

 

January Ice skating Vicki Esswein  

February 
Movie night 
(theater or at church) 

  

March Easter Egg hunt   

April 
Church clean-up day for 
Earth Day 

  

May Mini-golf   

 

These are merely suggestions. 
Other ideas include: Ducky Tour; Cookout; Game or Craft night; Kid’s Worship Event; 
Team Scavenger Hunt; Kickball/Dodgeball; Snow Tubing; Shrove Tuesday 
  

* = The Carnegie Museums of Art and Natural History are offering free admission on 
September 17 and 23, October 15, and November 19  

This sign-up sheet is available 
on the Family Ministries table 

in the narthex. 
 

You can also email 
familyministries@phlc.org 

with your interests. 

mailto:familyministries@phlc.org
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Be an Adult Leader, not a chaperone 

Authentic, Affirming, Available 
 

Opportunities to Serve the Youth 
 

Show-Up 

Be a “show-up” adult. Your job is to come to youth group meetings when you can. You “show-up” and ask 

questions about what is going on the lives of the youth. 

Often, additional adults are needed to accompany our youth on day events, weekend retreats, week-long 

mission trips, and the ELCA Youth Gathering. 
 

Host a youth event 

Families or individuals are welcome to host an event either at the church or in the community for the 

confirmation class and/or youth group. There’s money in the youth budget to help defray the costs. 
 

Prayer Partners 

Prayer Partners are a vital part of supporting the youth and their 

Adult Leaders when they attend mission trips or the ELCA Youth 

Gathering. Individuals or families are assigned to specific 

youth/adults and are asked to pray for them before, during, and 

after the event. Notes of encouragement and a simple care package 

of goodies are always welcome to send along the trip. 
 

Provide Rides or Snacks for a Youth Event 

Help is often needed to transport youth to an event or to provide 

snacks while the youth are together  

Do I have what it takes to me an Adult Leader? 

 

Myth #1 “You’ve got to be cool.” 

Myth #2 “You’ve got to be young.” 

Myth #3 “You’ve got to act like a teenager.” 

Myth #4 “You’ve got to a Bible scholar.” 

Myth #5 “You’ve got to know everything in teen 

culture.” 

 

If these aren’t the things that teenagers are looking for, 

what do they need in an Adult Leader? 

 

Reality #1 “Students need adults who will live a life 

honoring to God.” 

Reality #2 “Students need adults who are interested 

enough to learn their name.” 

Reality #3 “Students need adults who are interested in 

their life.” 

Reality #4 “Students need adults who are consistent 

with their attendance.” 

“Show-Up” 

__  I can come to youth group 

__  I can go on a day-event 

__  I can go on an overnight event 

Host an event 

__  I would be willing to host an event for 

the (Confirmation Class or High School 

Youth Group) 

Prayer Partner 

__  I will be a Prayer Partner 

Rides/Snacks 

__  I can occasionally provide rides 

__  I would provide snacks 
 

Name  __________________________ 

Phone __________________________ 
Email __________________________ 

This form is available on the Family 
Ministries table in the narthex. 
Please fill it out and place it in the 
offering plate or give to Jason Dauer. 
You can also email 
familyministries@phlc.org with your 
interests. 
 

All Adult Leaders must have their 
clearances. These can easily be 
obtained through the church office. If 
you already have them, please 
provide the office with a copy. 
 

mailto:familyministries@phlc.org
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October 2017 “You are not only responsible for what you say but 

also for what you do not say.”  – Martin Luther 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

First Family 

Worship Sunday 

HS Youth Group 

    Homecoming 

weekend 

Homecoming 

weekend 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Youth Group – The 

Mountain Between 

Us 

Indigenous 

Peoples’ Day/ 

Columbus Day 

Family Ministries 

Meeting, 7pm 

    Confirmation 

Bible Study, 

10 am 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

NoHS Youth Group 

NYG Deposit Due 

     Church 

Spaghetti 

Dinner 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Youth Group, 

ft. Pastor 

  Luther and the 

Reformation 

Film 

  Family 

Hayride at 

Yeck Farms 

29 30 31     

Reformation Sunday 

Reformation 

Concert 

NoHS Youth Group 

 Reformation 

Day 

    

1 

– First Family Worship 

Sunday 

This means there will be 

no Sunday School, and 

families are invited to 

worship together. 

 

– Youth Group 

We will start our new topic 

of Reformation, 7 PM in the 

church basement, doors 

will be open at 6:30 pm 

8 

– High School Youth Group: The 

Mountain Between Us 

Place: Cinemark North Hills, 

McCandless Crossing 

Time: TBD 

Cost: Approx. $7.50 – $9.50 

The film about a surgeon and 

photojournalist who become stranded 

in the wilderness of Utah. 

PG-13 for “a scene of sexuality, peril, 

injury images, and brief strong 

language” 

14 

– Confirmation 

Bible Study at 

10 AM at the 

Panera Bread 

in Wexford, PA 

15 

– There is no HS 

Youth Group tonight 

 

– National Youth 

Gathering deposits 

of $150 are due 

today 

22 

– HS Youth Group, ft. 

Pastor Ferguson on 

Reformation 

25 

– A showing of Rick Steve’s Luther and 

the Reformation Film, 6 PM in the 

sanctuary 

All are welcome to come and learn from 

the film 

28 

– Family 

Hayride at 

Yeck Farms 

from 3:30 – 

5:30 PM. All 

are invited. $5 

per person 

29 

– All are invited to 

attend the 

Reformation 

Concert at  

 

– There is no HS 

Youth Group tonight 
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2017 - 2018 

Tentative Confirmation Dates 

(Dates may be changed & added throughout the year) 

October 14th..............................................................................................................Bible Study at Panera, Wexford 

November 5th...................................................................................Thanksgiving Food Distribution and Collection 

November 10th – 12th ….............................................................................................Fall Retreat (Lock-in at PHLC) 

November 11th ..........................................................................................................Bible Study at Panera, Wexford 

November 12th.................................................................................Thanksgiving Food Distribution and Collection 

December 2nd – 4th 1st – 3rd ………………..……….………………………………………………………Youth Retreat at Lutherlyn 

December 9th ………………………………………………………………………..…………………….Bible Study at Panera, Wexford 

December 9th 8th ............................................................................……………………Congregational Christmas Party 

January 13th ………………………………………………………………………….…………………….Bible Study at Panera, Wexford 

February 2nd – 4th ..........................................................................................................…………………….Youth Quake 

February 10th……………………………………………………………………………………………….Bible Study at Panera, Wexford 

February 21st …............................................................................................................……………………Lenten Supper 

February 28st …….……..………………………………………………………………………..............…………………….Lenten Supper 

March 7th …….…...………………………………………………………………………………..............……………………Lenten Supper 

March 10th…………………………………………………………………………………………………..Bible Study at Panera, Wexford 

March 14nd …………………………………………………….………………………………….......................................Lenten Supper 

March 21th ………………………………………………………………………………………….....................................Lenten Supper 

March 28th ………………………………………………………………………………………........................................Lenten Supper 

March (TBD) …………………….............................................................Sr. High & Confirmation Retreat at Lutherlyn 

April 14th …………………………………………………………………………………………………….Bible Study at Panera, Wexford 

April 21st – 23rd ….........................................................................................................Youthfest at Camp Lutherlyn 

April (TBD).......................................................................................................Present Faith Statements to Council 

May 19th ………......................................................................Confirmation Rehearsal (during Sunday School hour) 

May 20th …………………………………………………………........................................Confirmation Sunday (10am Service) 

June 25th – July 1st ……………………….................................................................................National Youth Gathering  
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College Day with PSALM 
(Pittsburgh Students Active in Lutheran Ministry) 

  

For High School Juniors and Seniors 

 Talk with college students about faith and campus 

ministries 

 See the universities with a personal tour by current 

college students 

 Volunteer and explore downtown Pittsburgh 

 $15 per student. Includes lunch and snacks. 

 November 4th, 2017 – 9 am - 6 pm. 

 4515 Forbes Ave Pittsburgh, PA 15213 

*Contact pastor@lucpgh.com 


