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                                                                                                                       Lent 2016                                

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK 

ASH WEDNESDAY, THE BEGINNING OF THE SEASON OF LENT 
 

The Old Testament tells of a ritual in which persons in great sorrow sat in ashes or poured them on 
their head. Since early medieval times, ashes were distributed on the fortieth day before Easter 
as a sign of individual and communal penitence, and at the Synod of Benevento in 1091, the 
ritual was recommended for all Western Christians. The twin emphases of the day are sin and 
death: in sorrow for sin, we join with ancient peoples to put ashes on our head; and in honesty 
about death, we remember that, like Adam, we are made of dust and will return to dust. 

Acknowledging our sin and death readies the assembly for its annual baptismal journey to the 
resurrection. 
 

Yet, in the gospel of Matthew Jesus cautions us against public acts of piety—on the one day of 
the year we leave worship with a visible smudge on our foreheads, reminding everyone we see 
that we have been to church. What are you supposed to do, wipe the ashes off before stepping 
outside? Do you leave them on only to have the cashier at the grocery store say, "You've got 
something on your forehead"? 
 

Of course Jesus does not tell us to refrain from all acts of public piety. What Jesus seems 
concerned with is the why, not the what. Why do you pray in public? Why do you give alms? 
Why do you fast? If appearing faithful is a way to build yourself up before others, then it is not 
faithfulness but hypocrisy. On the other hand, if praying over a meal in a restaurant is something 
you do because praying at meals is part of your faith, by all means bow your head and pray. 
 

As the season of Lent begins each year, God's people are invited to take on three great 
disciplines: prayer, fasting, and alms-giving. You hear the invitation to prayer, fasting, and alms-
giving in the reading from Joel. Jesus' words in the gospel remind us that our acts of faithfulness 
always come as a response to God's gifts. Remembering this gives a note of humility to all we 

do. Piety is not something to brag about. Piety is not something to be proud of. Piety is but 
acknowledgment of the one who first gave us everything. 
 

Finally, Paul makes it clear, as if there were ever any question: we only become righteous in 
Jesus. We know grace only because Jesus becomes our sin. This is the grounding for everything 
we do throughout the holy days of Lent. 
 

I invite you to join us as we prepare to celebrate the Resurrection by observing the season of 
Lent.  Throughout this newsletter you find opportunities to help you in your preparation especially  
Sunday & Mid-week Worship opportunities.   
 

Pastor Dennis FergusonPastor Dennis FergusonPastor Dennis FergusonPastor Dennis Ferguson    
 

 

DON'T FORGET!DON'T FORGET!DON'T FORGET!DON'T FORGET!    
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS -- MARCH 13, 2016 

DON'T BE LATE FOR CHURCH! 

TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD 
 



Holy Days Holy Days Holy Days Holy Days dddduringuringuringuring t t t the Season ohe Season ohe Season ohe Season of Lentf Lentf Lentf Lent    
 

 

February 10, 2016 

11:00 Am & 7:00 PM 
 

 
Ash Wednesday is a day of Atonement.  This day marks the beginning of a penitential discipline 
which climaxes in the absolution and peace which is offered on Holy Wednesday.  The service 
begins with an extended confession with absolution being withheld until Wednesday of Holy 
Week, thus beginning the penitential season.  Ashes are prepared for this day by burning palm 
branches from last Palm Sunday and grinding them into a powder.  The ashes are then placed 
on the forehead of those who desire them in the shape of a cross with these words, "Remember 
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return." 

 
 

Sunday of the Passion - Palm Sunday 

March 20, 2016 @ 8:30am and 11:00am 
 

On Passion Sunday, we celebrate Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
where people waved palm branches and shouted, “Hosanna to the King of 
David!” The service begins in the narthex and the whole congregation 
processes into the sanctuary symbolizing this important event. 
 

Holy Wednesday 

March 23, 2016 @ 11:00 am & 7:00pm 
 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday with corporate confession of our sins with the absolution being 
withheld. This evening, we at last receive that long awaited absolution. This process of 
reconciliation makes it possible for us to concentrate on the mystery of our redemption during 
the last three days of Lent also known as the Great Tridium: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday. 

 
Maundy Thursday 

March 24, 2016 @ 7:00pm 
 

The name Maundy Thursday comes from the Latin word “mandatum” which means 
commandment. On this day, as we recall the Last Supper, we will celebrate with the children 
who will be receiving their First Holy Communion. We also remember Jesus’ words, “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I have loved you.” The liturgy ends 
with the stripping of the altar as a symbolic remembrance of Christ’s humiliation by the soldiers. 
 

Good Friday 

March 25, 2016 @ 11:00am (Children’s Service) and 7:00pm 
 

The morning service is a special children’s liturgy where we share with them the steps our Lord 
took on his way to the cross and that the message of sadness was certainly not the end of the 
story. Following the service, the children will do a craft project and share lunch together. 
 
At the evening service, we will celebrate the mystery and awe of the Passion as we focus on 
Christ’s journey to and death on the cross. This service impresses on us the terrible reality of sin 
which caused our Savior to die for us.  
 

    



To our Pre-school families, if you have a church home we encourage you to be faithful 
in your worship as a family during this season of Lent.  If you do not have a church 
home we invite you to join us. We have worship services on Sundays at 8:30 and                    

11:00 AM and Wednesdays at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM. 

 

Lent & HLent & HLent & HLent & Holy Week Just For oly Week Just For oly Week Just For oly Week Just For KidsKidsKidsKids    
 

 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES 
 SUNDAY, MARCH 6TH AND 

 SUNDAY, MARCH 13TH @ 9:45AM 

 
 
On Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016, we will celebrate with our young people who will be 
receiving their First Holy Communion. Classes of preparation for this important event in their faith 
journey will be held on two consecutive Sundays beginning on March 6, 2016 during the Sunday 
School hour. The age a child begins to commune is at the discretion of his/her parents. Any 
questions may be directed to Pastor Ferguson. If you would like to enroll your child in this class, 
please contact the church office at 724-935-1226 or email secretary@phlc.org 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Palm Sunday Breakfast & Easter Egg HuntPalm Sunday Breakfast & Easter Egg HuntPalm Sunday Breakfast & Easter Egg HuntPalm Sunday Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt    

March 20. 2016March 20. 2016March 20. 2016March 20. 2016 

 

Come for breakfast at 9:45am and then join the Egg Hunt at 10:30am. Each child is 
asked to bring a basket or bag which they will use to collect their eggs. We ask 

each family participating to bring one dozen plastic filled eggs per child 

in your family. These may be dropped off at the church                
anytime before Palm Sunday. Watch for more information.  

_____________________________________________ 
 

Good Friday Good Friday Good Friday Good Friday Children's Children's Children's Children's ProProProProgramgramgramgram    

March 25, 2016March 25, 2016March 25, 2016March 25, 2016    –––– 11:00am 11:00am 11:00am 11:00am 

 
A special Good Friday Children’s Liturgy begins at 11:00 am.  We will share 
the steps our Lord took on his way to the cross and that the message of 
sadness was certainly not the end of the story. Following the service, the 
children will enjoy lunch and work on a craft project. If possible, please RSVP 
with your children’s names and ages to familyministries@phlc.org.  Last minute 
attendees who have not RSVP’d however, are most certainly welcome! 
We hope to see your children participate in this special event.  

___________________________________________ 
 

Easter Sunday for KidsEaster Sunday for KidsEaster Sunday for KidsEaster Sunday for Kids    

March 27, 2016March 27, 2016March 27, 2016March 27, 2016    –––– 11:00am Service 11:00am Service 11:00am Service 11:00am Service    

 

On Easter Sunday, there is no Sunday School or Children’s Church during the 11:00am Liturgy. 
We encourage children to worship with their families for this special worship celebration. 

___________________________________________ 
 

One of the greatest ways we can share our faith One of the greatest ways we can share our faith One of the greatest ways we can share our faith One of the greatest ways we can share our faith     
is to invite our loved ones and unis to invite our loved ones and unis to invite our loved ones and unis to invite our loved ones and un----churched neighbchurched neighbchurched neighbchurched neighborsorsorsors    to worship.  to worship.  to worship.  to worship.      

Pray for God's guidance and invite a friend to worship this season of Lent.Pray for God's guidance and invite a friend to worship this season of Lent.Pray for God's guidance and invite a friend to worship this season of Lent.Pray for God's guidance and invite a friend to worship this season of Lent.    
    

Please save the date for VBS – July 18   to July 22, 2016! 



Lent Worship Schedule 
Make weekly worship part of your lent discipline 

 
 
February 10, 2016 Ash Wednesday 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

 
February 14, 2016 1st Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 
February 17, 2016 Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 
February 21, 2016 2nd Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 
February 24, 2016 Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 
February 28, 2016 3rd Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 
March 2, 2016 Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11: 00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 
March 6, 2016 4th Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 
March 9, 2016 Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 
March 13, 2016 5th Sunday in Lent Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

 
March 16, 2016 Wednesday Lent Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM  

 
March 20, 2016 Palm Sunday Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 

   Palm Sunday Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt at 9:45 AM 
 
March 23, 2016 Holy Wednesday Service 

   Services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM - Supper at 5:30 PM 
 
March 24, 2016  Maundy Thursday Service 

   First Communion 
   Service at 7:00 PM 
 

March 25, 2016 Good Friday Service 

   Children's Service & Lunch beginning at 11:00 AM 
   Service at 7:00 PM 
 
March 27, 2016 Easter Sunday Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 AM 
 



Join us on FacebookJoin us on FacebookJoin us on FacebookJoin us on Facebook    
Did you know that PHLC has a Face book 
page open to members of the 
congregation?  Keep up on current events 
and activities by becoming a friend.  Please 
join us and let us know what you think!  
_________________________________________ 
 

SUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMER    WORSHIP WORSHIP WORSHIP WORSHIP 

HOURSHOURSHOURSHOURS::::    
June 5, 2016June 5, 2016June 5, 2016June 5, 2016 thru thru thru thru    

 September 4, 2016 September 4, 2016 September 4, 2016 September 4, 2016    

Traditional service: 8:30 am 
Contemporary service: 10:00 am 

++++++++++++++++++    

Summer Office HoursSummer Office HoursSummer Office HoursSummer Office Hours Begin Begin Begin Begin    

June 7June 7June 7June 7, 201, 201, 201, 2016666    
    

TUESDAY TUESDAY TUESDAY TUESDAY ---- WEDNESDAY  WEDNESDAY  WEDNESDAY  WEDNESDAY ---- THURSDAY THURSDAY THURSDAY THURSDAY    

9:00 am TILL 12:00 NOON9:00 am TILL 12:00 NOON9:00 am TILL 12:00 NOON9:00 am TILL 12:00 NOON    

 

 

Do you want something Special 

for a Special Someone? 

Use SCRIPS 
Groceries for your family?  Gas for your 
car?  A power tool or stack of lumber?  
A night out on the town?  That cup of 
coffee at Starbucks?  That salad at 

Panera?  Do you go to Sheetz or Kohls 
or Old Navy?  Hey guys, what about 
Home Depot? 
 
SCRIP cards work just like cash and are 

available from a huge variety of 
retailers.  PLUS, when you use SCRIP you 
support our Youth Ministry.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Gift of Generosity 
 

As we approach the season of Lent, we 
thank everyone who has supported Perry 
Highway Evangelical Lutheran Church this 
year with their time, talent and financial 
contributions and look forward to support 

from all of our members in the months 
ahead. If you need a convenient way to 
make regular offerings or if you plan to 
make an additional gift during this holy 
season, we encourage you to look into our 
electronic giving options. As the pace of life 
speeds up, especially around the holidays, 
you may find electronic giving a most 
welcome way to make contributions. Visit 
www.phlc.org or contact the church office 
for more information. 

____________________________________ 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 
Sunday, March 20, 2016 – 9:45 am 

 
Mark your calendars and plan on a time of 

fellowship and great food! 
There will also be an Easter 
Egg Hunt for the children. 
Everyone is asked to bring a 
breakfast dish. Breakfast will 
be served between the 
services. If you worship at 
8:30am, plan on staying. If 
you worship at 11:00am, 

please come early. 
 
 

 

    

 
 
 



YOUTH NEWS 

 
Confirmation Age and High School Youth Group meets alternating Sundays.  

Conformation Age from 4:00 PM until 6:00 Pm and High Scholl Students from 7:00 Pm 
until 9:00 PM.  Church the church calendar for dates! 
 
Middle School and High School Youth Bible Study meets the second Saturday of the 
Month at Panera in Wexford from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM. 

 
Luther League  (Grades 3-5) meet on the second Saturday of the month from 4:00 - 6:00 
PM 
 
Confirmation Class meets on Sunday Mornings during the Sunday School Hour. 

 
Mark your Calendars for tentative Events: 

 
Cedar Point Trip: June 13th 
Creation: June 27th - July 3rd 

Mission Trip: July 

 

2012012012016666 Prayer Chain Prayer Chain Prayer Chain Prayer Chain::::    
 

We’ve all heard it said that prayer is powerful.  From the time we 
were little we’ve been instructed by our parents, pastors, and 

Sunday School Teachers to pray to God to thank him for our 
blessings or to ask for His help in time of need.   
 
Sometimes it helps to know there are other members of our Christian 
family praying for our concerns.  That is why we have a prayer chain 

here at Perry Highway.   
 

When a member of our congregation has a concern they would like prayed for, all they 
have to do is contact the church office to activate the prayer chain.  This concern is 
passed from one member to another so that we can offer our prayers to God and our 

support to one another.  These concerns can be health related, family related, thanks 
for a blessing, or be totally anonymous. 
 
Please consider becoming a participant in this vital part of our church family.  If you 

would like to join, please call the church office at 724-935-1226. 

    
Altar FlowersAltar FlowersAltar FlowersAltar Flowers    

for 201for 201for 201for 2016666 
 
The new sign-up sheet to purchase Altar Flowers for 2016 has been hung 
in the Church Narthex.  Anyone interested in purchasing flowers to be 
placed on the altar during Sunday morning services, please sign your 
name on the chart beside the designated date of your choice. The cost is                      
$30 per vase. 

 



January Annual Meeting 
Highlights 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
was held on January 31, 2016. Highlights of 
the meeting include: 
 
Adoption of a 2016 Budget of $321,660.00 
 

Adoption of the Lutheran World Relief as the 
Agency of the Year.  Emphasis will be on the 
Syrian Refugee Crisis and Fighting poverty 
through Sustainable Development. 
 
The vote to change the name of the 
Congregation was defeated. 
 

Installation of Council Members, Officers 
and Ministry Team Leaders.  This year's 
officers are: President, Jeff Davis; Vice 
President, Tina Lentz; Secretary, Jena Oberg; 
Treasurer, Randy Feger. 
 
Heard reports form Pastor Ferguson, Laurie 
Kretz  our Pre-School Director, Kyle Davies 
our Director of Music Ministries, Elaine Roller 
our Director of Family Ministries, Bill 
Dougherty our outgoing president and Jeff 

Davis - our new President. 
 
Elected six members to the 2016 Nomination 
Committee: Rose Schultheis, Gloria Stultz, 
Karen Erdahl, Bill Dougherty, Kevin Heyl & 
Jeff McGill.  

 

 
 

PERRY HIGHWAYPERRY HIGHWAYPERRY HIGHWAYPERRY HIGHWAY    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH     
WELCWELCWELCWELCOME STATEMENTOME STATEMENTOME STATEMENTOME STATEMENT    

    
In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, who invited us in reconciling love and grace to join in the reign 
of God, this church welcomes all. We extend this welcome to all believers and non-believers 
regardless of their age, cultural background, economic status, ethnic or linguistic heritage, 
employment status, housing status, substance dependence, marital status, physical or mental 
abilities, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other distinction. As we are all one in 
God’s eyes, we encourage any who express an interest to become an active part of the full life of 
this congregation as we witness to the love of God. This is our response to the Gospel, as we 
understand it, and to do any less would deny to others the welcome we ourselves have received 
from the Creator of us all. 

 

Easter Sunday -- March 27, 2016 

Festival Services of Holy Communion 

8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

 
Join us as we share in the joyous news that Christ who died is risen!  The tomb stands empty and 

our Lord has taken with him all of our sins.  Celebrate this glorious news with us on Easter 

morning.  The sanctuary will be filled with joyous news, song and flowers -- make sure you bring 

your friends! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Perry Highway Lutheran Church 

Christian Education 

Lenten Events 
 
On Palm Sunday, March 20th, we ask the congregation to join us for a breakfast 
buffet between services at 9:45 a.m. – there will be no Sunday School.  Everyone is 

asked to bring a breakfast dish.  We will have a sign up sheet in the Narthex beginning 
February 28th so that there will be a variety of items.  Following breakfast we will host our 
traditional Easter Egg Hunt at 10:30am.  We ask that you provide a dozen filled eggs for 

each child that you will have participating in the egg hunt.  You can bring the eggs to the 
Supply Room across from the restrooms by Saturday March 19th (stop by the Vendor Show from 
2:30-5:30)! Please have your child bring either an Easter basket or a bag to put their collected 

eggs in!  
 
We invite you, your children, friends and neighbors to join us on Good Friday, March 25th at 

11:00 a.m. for a special Children’s Liturgy.  During this time, we will share the steps that 
Jesus took on his way to the cross and that the message of sadness was not the end of the 
story.  Following the liturgy, the children will enjoy lunch and rotate through their choice of 

crafts until 1:00pm.  We welcome children of all ages and look forward to sharing this important 
time with them.  If possible, please RSVP with your children’s names and ages to 
familyministries@phlc.org.  Last minute attendees who have not RSVP’d however, are most 

certainly welcome! 
 
Please note that there is no Sunday School or Children’s Church on Easter Sunday, so that we 

may all worship with our families. 
 
We will, for the tenth year, be assembling Easter baskets for Children’s Hospital of 

Oakland as a Lenten outreach mission.  Perry Highway Lutheran will be donating these baskets 
on behalf of our congregation as well as the Mother’s Hope Foundation - a local organization 
that strives to ease the suffering of children afflicted with cancer.  The baskets will be given to 

children of all ages - toddlers to teens.   We would appreciate any of the following suggested 
items, including but not limited to: craft items, puzzles, books, card games, small games, make-
up, toiletries, SCRIPS gift cards, fun socks, jewelry, DVDs, CDs, stuffed animals (tags must be 
on them to indicate “NEW” status), handheld or travel games, small Lego or other building sets, 

sports memorabilia (i.e. game jerseys, hats, tees, etc.).  We are NOT collecting food or candy 
items due to dietary restrictions.   Any monetary donations are also welcome and will be used 
to buy any needed items.  Any questions or suggestions regarding the baskets, please contact 

Cyndi Chiodo, Mother’s Hope Co-Chair.  We will be putting the baskets together on Palm 
Sunday, March 20th during Children’s Church.  Please bring your donations in during the 
next few weeks.  Thank you in advance for your generosity!   

 
Also, please save the date for VBS from July 18th–22nd  from 9:30am-12:30pm! 

 

 We will be holding our Dessert Walk on the last day of Sunday School, which is May 
22nd. 
 

Questions about any of these events?  Please feel free to contact  
Elaine Roller (familyministries@phlc.org) 

God’s Blessings to you and your family during this most special time. 
 

 


